MARGARET FULLER;
A PSYCHOLOGICAL
BIOGRAPHY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649643349

Margaret Fuller; A Psychological Biography by Katharine Anthony

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



KATHARINE ANTHONY

MARGARET FULLER;
A PSYCHOLOGICAL
BIOGRAPHY

ﬁTrieste






MARGARET FULLER
From the Cemtury Mogasine, April, 1893



MARGARET FULLER

A PSYCHOLOGICAL BIOGRAPHY

-
KATHARINE .ANTHONY

AUTHOR OF ' MOTHERS WHO MUST RarM,” " FEMINISM
IN GEEMANY AND SCANDINAVIA”

NEW YORK
HARCOURT, BRACE AND HOWE
1920



LAL
Ced 0
)

COFYRIGHT, [930, BY
HARCOURT, BRACE AND HOWE, INC.



LTS

iad
- AR

4 {EF\L[ ff_"!; A

PREFACE

TeE life of Margaret Fuller has been the happy hunt-
ing-ground of imaginative biographers. The Bac-
chante, the Syhil, the Pythoness,—these were the usual
clarifying terms in which she was explained to the
generations which succeeded her. After this Margaret
tayth had been current for more than thirty years, Mr.
Thomas Wentworth Higginson sought to inject some
realism into the picture. In his excellent biography,
he politely denounced the romantic legend and repre-
sented Margaret as the woman of action which she
really was, But he was chiefly concerned with the
literary pioneer, and Margaret was, after all, more in-
teresting as a personality than as a writer, About the
same time, Mrs, Julia Ward Howe composed another
life, emphasizing Margaret's pioneer work for the
emancipation of women and also eliminating the
* Pythian disguise,” the “ viraginian aspect,” and all
the rest of the inflamed rhetoric which had contributed
s0 largely to Margaret's previous reputation. But
Mrs. Howe was so magnificently impersonal, that she
leaves us more in the dark than ever as to what manner
of woman this really was who was so startling and
upsetting to her own generation. Finally, Margaret's
Love Letters were published, scrupulously edited and
i



v Preface

pruned by one knows not how many censors. A
realistic interpretation of her life and character has not
only not been attempted but has rather been positively
avoided. A mood of evasion has marked almost all
that has been written about her. The following study
tries to arrive at the realities of Margaret's personality
and career, chiefly by means of modern psychological
analysis,

My purpose has been to apply a new method to old
matter. I have not tried to unearth fresh material
or discover unpublished evidence. The sources from
which the facts are drawn are well-known volumes
given in the bibliography at the end. But the follow-
ing pages are less concerned with a chrenology of
facts than with the phases of a complex personality
and a manifold life, It is an attempt to analyze the
emotional values of an individual existence, the motiva-
tion of a career, the social transformation of a
woman’s energies,

In order to give direct representation, Margaret's
writings are liberally quoted. Her books are now
forgotten and neglected, the only editions in existence
being so out of date that few libraries are old enough
to possess them. Yet she wrote much good criticism,
good feminism, and good psychology, which deserve
to be rescued from the dusty attic and classed with
some of our newest wisdom,
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Many circumstances combine to lend a special in-
terest to Margaret Fuller at this time. Seventy years
ago, she stood at the beginning of two great move-
ments which have reached their culmination in our
day, She saw the inception of the woman movement
in America and the revolutionary movement in
Europe. Her life, with all its inward and outward
struggles, was peculiarly identified with both. Her
ideals have recently renewed their vitality forus. For
instance, now that suffrage is out of the way, there
is a great need for the broader kind of feminism that
Margaret Fuller represented. And, similarly, her re-
lation to the European crisis of 1848 gives her also
a relation to the second chapter of those revolutionary
processes through which we are living today.

In short, Margaret was a modern woman who died
in 1850. The legend she left cannot be truth, It
was created mainly by unemancipated men; Chivalry
and Puritanism combined to distort the picture. For
this reason, her life demands a vindication from certain
quarters which too long have failed her. Feminisme
oblige. Her story needed to be told by some one who
could sympathize with her struggles and affirm her
ideals, Therefore, while striving for realism and im-
partiality, the following study does not pretend to
avoid the warmth of the advocate.
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