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PREFACE
TO THE SECOND (LONDOK) EDITION.

THe guestion has been frequently asked me, whether
the picture contained in the following pages is one of
pure faney, or whether it is copied in any degree from
real life. On the publication of a second edition, I
feel bound to give a plain answer to this question.
The picture is no mere fancy sketch, The privations,
great and small, endured by the Lyster famaly, are
matters not of imagination, but of simple fact.

Instances might be multiplied in support of this
assertion. This, however, I feel to be unnecessary.
Particulars may be easily obtained by those who de-
sire to know more. I would merely mention that, from
well-established statistics, it is found that there are no
less than five thousand curates, in the Church of Eng-
land and Wales, with incomes under eighty peunds
per annum; and five thousand beneficed clergymen,
with incomes under one hundred and fifty pounds pex
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annum. In a large proportion of these cases, there is
little or no private property.

Few, after this, will assert that the picture is an
impossible or an exaggerated one. I can only say that
it might, with perfect truth, have been drawn in far
darker and more gloomy eolours.
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" Seam and gusset and band,
Band and gussat and seam. "
T. Hoon,

“ b, s hard, s hard to be working,
The whole of the Live-lng day. "
MANCHESTER SONG.

“ Evse, will you pass me the black cotton? Mamma,
1 think the basket has scarcely ever before been so
full as it is this week.”

The speaker was a pretty girl ef about eighteen.
Tt was a hot July day, and the rays of the san beat
warmly in upon the patlour of the Rev. Frederick
Lyster's house, The room was a very small one, and
shabbily furnished. The worn faded carpet barely suf-
ficed to cover the floor, and was mended and patched
in every direction. The chairs were of cane, and the
cushioned seats were covered with a chintz which had
once rejorced in a bright rose-bud pattern; but all
colour, beyond a faint pervading pinkish hue, varied
here and there by a feeble tinge of green, had been
long since washed out. The coarse dark wintry cur-



