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Wasrmaron, June 10;,1888.

The great advactages to be gained by the country from
the extension of the Kansas TPacific Railway ta the Pacifie
Coast by a line rnnuing through New Mexico and Arizons,
are admittod. But it has bsen supposed that thess benoafits
could not be realizod except at great cost to the Government.

It was natural thet this view should be entertained prior
to the opening of the Road for business, but pow that it
has been regularly in operation over a year for & considerable
distance, and estimates have given place to experience, there
is no excuse for ignorance of the fact that these results de-
monatrate nol only that there iz ne loss, but that the Government
iz an immediale pecuniory gainer by the aid which it has
granted. This arises from the fact this Road occupies mainly
the route of military posts ou the old Santa Fe trail across
the Plaine on which the extensive army transportation frem
the Miszouri River to Southern and Middle CUolorado, New
Mexico, and paré of Arizona has always gone. *

I any one will candidly go over the few aimple facts and
figures stated in the official reports and departmental certifi-
cates attached hersto, which relate to this Road, he must be
satisfled of the truth of this statement,

*That the amoun’ of transportation done by the Road for

¢ Nearly one-balf of the entire military foroe hetween the Missonrl River and
the Pacific Coast inclusive, and from the British Possessions to Mexico, 13 sta-
tioned in Eanses, Bouthern Colorade, New Mezics, Arizons, aod Southern Cali-
forpia—and will ba supplied from thia Road,  (See ' Position and Distetbation
of Traopa,’! &o., page 21.)
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the Government during 1887 was not exceptionally large
is sufficiently shown by the fagt that its entire value for the
year for mails, troops, milit.&'ry’ahd Indian sepplies, upon
which the cn.lcula.tmm of -aa.rmg have been based, was but
$511,908%,.

It has elso been r.houghl: that as far as the investment of
the Government in the work waas concerned, it amonnted to
a virtual gift, wifh very litkle chance of its return, except by
the indirett benefits it wonld confer upon the people. The
facts appendsd, however, ure convincing—

Ist:, Thet the Government is recsiving directly into its
sreasury, by actual paymenta from fhis Company, (the Kansas

sPacific,) more than the interest nupon all the United States

- Uonds issued toit, added to a nmkmg fund that will extin-

guish the principal af maturity; = ofher words, more than
the entire outley of the Government or its amwa! obligation
ariging from this aid, This 1s altogether irrespective of the
economy arising from the snbatitution of rail for wagon road
in the transportation of the mails, troops, and supplies far
the Government.

2d, That, wniless' the low be changed, it ig sim[:]y im}luasible
for the Government to lose & dollar of its investment, prin-
cipal or interest, but that the whole must inevitably be
returned through the chanmels of the Treasary, not by
indirect advantages thereto, but by actual and direct payment,
from the Company, And that the power of the Government
to enforce this repayment is ample against the Road, no
matter into whose hands it may fall.

Burely a positive demounstration of the fact; that a vote
for the aid required to extend this Road, iz a vote to reduce
the immediate demands upon the National Exchequer, not
in the future, but ame, at once, to diminish the expenditures
of the Government, and thereby diminish taxation this
year and next, and confinuously thereafter, will remove any
honest scruple that may exist agsinst this measore as a
principle, or in favor of ite being delayed—when in addition
it is shown that the Pacific Railroad act ensures the entire
return of the investment of the Goverument, principal and
interast.




b

But one other objection is urged: that these Roads,
however necessary or beneficial, are schemes for personal
aggrandizement.

Toanawer this, there might be recalled—the diffieulty which
every one understands of obtaining eapital for enterprises in
the far West, and the history of the numarous cases of railroada
in that quarter which have passed out of the hands of their
original owners, whose entire investmenfs have thus been
sacrificed ; the fact that these Pacific Roads pass througha
country that is practically uninhabited, where the Govern-
ment owna all the land, and does, at present, a large portion
of the business that is earried on, and the very grest doubt
whether within a period that would benefit the preseni genera-
fion, private capital, sensisive and wowilling to incur risks,
conld be enlisted to an amount sufficient to bear the whole
expense of these Roads. But it is not necesspry to fall back
npon thess arguments. [t will answer to state two facts:

1st. That the cash cost of building and equipping this
Rond has thus far been more than double the amonnt of aid
receivad from the United States Government, and that the
estimates of the engineers show that this preportion will, to
say the least, be maintained between the end of the track and
the Pacific coast, allowing for the increased aid required in
the monntain districts.

2d, That if persons are aggrandized by the results, no one
shonld complain since they run all the rishs, while the Govern-
ment, which is aggrandized tenfold more than the most
sanguine hava ever predicted for the private eapital invested,
does nof and cannct, from the nature of things, rum the risk
of one doflar of s outloy.

The application of the facts and figures contained in the
annexed official certificates, reports and affidavits to the proof
of the above statements iy so obvious to those who will care-
fally examine them, that it is not considered necessary to do
more than merely append them.

JOHN D. PERRY,
President nion Poeifio Raibway, E. .
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