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INTRODUCTION

By OTIVER WENDELT, 1OLMLES

:l""l'1 rives me peculiar pleasure to write a few lines
of introduction Lo the translation made hy my
dear and almost lifelong friend, John Osborne Sar-
gont.

We hegan our literary life together, lland in
hand, like the Babes in the Wood, we ventured info
the untried ealm of lecters : he, a college senior of
twenty ; 1, a hall-irained graduate of ahout the same
age.  Side by side our early productions appeared in
the same periodicals ; and from that day to the year
of his death we have kepl i friendly relations with
each other.

Mr, Sargent was by no means bdome wnins For, a
man of a single bosk, but few schelars have shown
more devotion to a chosen author than he has mani-
fasted to hiz beloved Horace. 'That classic water was

il
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always a favorite of the learned. The perfection of
his style, the admirable truth and discrimination of
his critical judgment, the charming companionable
famiiiarity of his Odes, the thoroughly human fecling
which pervades thew, qualified by the sensitive fasti-
diousness nseparable from the highest cultivation, —
fit him for the scholar's intimate and the student’s
guide.  Few could approciate these excellences so
fully as dr. Sargent. e assimilated all that was most
characteristic and captivaling in Lhis delicious writer,
whose fascinalion surpasses that of poets of far loftier
pretensions,  Virgll has heen the object of an admira-
tion amounting almost to worship, but he will often
b Eound on the shelf, while Horace lies on the sl
dent’s table, next his hand, Tt is a privilege to be in-
troduced fo the rreat Aupustan lyrical poet and critic
by one so thoroughly conversant with his author, and
s0 deeply imbued with all the distinguishing gualitics
of this refined, genial, clear-sighted, thoroughbred
Roman gentleman.

All Mr, Sargent’s trapslations bear the same mark
of fidelity to the original, and a happy transfusion of
ancient thought, which can never grow old, into the
modern phrases of another language.



