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PREFACE

™

THE SECOND EDITION.

Tae following work is an altempt to systematise the
gtudy of elocution by fornishing smch a collection of
facts snd rules ns may enshle & learner both to read and
speak with propriety.

The numerous evidenoes of the importance attached
by the Grecks and Romans to elocution compel ns to
believe that. men must in the classical ages have regarded
it a8 an acoomplishment capable of being systematically
learnt and taught. Yet no great time has elapeed since
this apparently obvions troth wes denied, and eloontion
regarded, aa Dogberry regarded reading and writing, as
a gift of nature, to be improved perhaps in eome vague
way by practice, but unworthy of belng considered an art.
This iden is gradually losing gronnd, bmt still lives, for
were it not so, how would it be possible for so many
men, whose business it is to read and speak effectively,
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to aliow themsslves to come to their work so ubterly
unprepared P

Many object to n systematic refarence to principles
in teaching elocution, becanse some people speak or read
carrectly witheat koowing these principles.  But objeo-
tion might as well be nrged sgninet the study of logie
or grammar, or sny other art whoee principles have been
investigated and developed. For we know that a con-
scionsnees of the lawa of thonght is so far from neces-
eary to the act of thinking that men can, snd do, reason
correctly withont a Jmowledge of them. We should
not, however, call such men logicians. Men, too, have
spoken grammastically who never knew the differempe
between s noun and & verb. Yet we should not call
such men grammarians. As arts, grammar, logic, and
elocotion are exercised by all of ns with or without, aa it
may be, a knowledge of their lows. Bat it is from &
knowledge of its lawa that a master of any one of thess
arta derives his superiority and power. It i this know-
ledge which gives him authority as a teacher, and

enaliles him to correct the shifting notions of individeal

taste by refarence to the unvarying standard of truth.
The great difficalty, however, a teacher of elocniion
has to contend with, is the advanced sge at which the
majority of his pupils take up the study. A violinist
would despair of a pupil beginning to learn at twenty.
What con the writing-master do with the wounld-be
olerk who takes his first lesson in writing st that age?
How little, in ghort, can the majority of ns do with pur.
puita taken up late in life!| Onr musclee have learned
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other ways, and refuse to slter them. Yot how often
do we have pupila who after spending twenty years in
mispronouncing some spunds, aod misproduecing others
—in socustoming their ears to vicions inflections and
digtorted rhythm—ask to be made rivala to Demoethenes,
Cicero, end Garmek—in a conrse of twelve lessons P
Oonld eloention be put on » par with the other subjecta
children learn, could an hour a week be given fo it, aa
an hour is given to history or geography, thers would
in a fow years be an end of the ontory againat the lack
of power to speak that disgraces the country.

The growing interest in the enbject encourages the
hope that &t no very distant day it may more generally
come to be regarded as an sdvantageous supplement to
the course of education pursued in onr public schoola.

There have appeared from tims to time able and
comprehensive worke on eloontion, bmy their authors
have had to contend with the difficnltiss that besst all
the early workers at an art that has not yet been fully
recognised, while the very limited ecope allowed for the
practice of their theory bas precluded them from realis-
ing the great difference between a book for the study
and & book for the schoolroom. And hemee they have
failed, if I moy ventore to eay s0, in conciseness and
eystem. But I gladly scknowledge my deep obligations
to Mr. Btesle and Dr. Rush, aa well sa to other anthora
referred to in the text; while move than a passing se-
knowledgment of ench indebtedness in due from me to
Mr, B. H. Smart, to whose instruction, whisk I remem-
ber with gratitnde and veverence, I owe whatever snccess
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has sttended my own labours as & tescher of elo-
oution.

To the present edition have been ndded several ap-
pondices. Noa I.—IL and IV.—VIL. deal solely with
articulation. Any deficiency in this respect is fatal to
8 speaker's progrees, In other words, his ultimate
puccess will depend upon his complete mestery of his
a, B, &. A commanding presence, graceful gesture, a
sonoroua voios, melodious and expressive inflection—no
one of these, nor ell of these combined, can compensate
for defects in this the fundamental requisite of his art.
Thia portion of the sabject, therefore, has been treated
with a folness and minoteness which wonld seem exoes.
sive but for its extrems importence. Materials have
been farnished for the correction of every phase of weak-
nees in articolation; and different speskers will find
themselvea benefited by special attention to different
sections according to their individual needs. I sm con-
vinoed that if the organs of spesch are thus early trained
to the niceties of artionlation, shsolote perfection will
reward the perseveranca of the pupil,

Of all defecta of speecl, stammering is the most dis.
tressing. Appendix IIL is dovoted to a oomsideration
of this defect ; and T emnnot bnt think that suffarers
who will be at the pains of nsing my hints will find
themsslves amply repsid.

At the snggestion of severa! practical sehoolmasters,
I have inserted an appendix {No, VIIL) of passages for
practice in recitation. These presages, however, have
been selected with & view to their fitness for training
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the lenrner, rather than to their popularity aa recita-
tions, and have been arranged for the purpose of illus-
trating certain definibe pointa on modulstion, energy,
and rate, to which the lesrner's attention has been
directed in the text. With thess additions, T would
hope that this little work may not only be of assistance
to the private stadent, but also prove a really serviceabls
class-book in schools.

Citry oF LoxDoy HOBOOL :
April 1882,



