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FOREWORD.

[N the year 1770, a bright little girl ten
years of age, Anna Green Winslow, was
sent from her far away home in Nova Scotia
te Bosion, the birthplace of her parents, lo
be * finished" at Beston schools by Bosion
teachers. Ske wrote, with evident cagerness
and loving care, for the edification of herpar-
ents and Rer cwwn practice in penmanship, this
inferesting and gquaint diary, which forms
a most sprighily record, not only of the life
of a young girl at that time, but of the prim
and narrew round of daily eccurrences in pro-
vincial Boston. It thus assumies a positive
value as an hisiorical picture of the domestic
life of that day ; a value of whick the Liftle
givl who wrate it, or hey Binsfolk who affec-
Honately presevved i fo our own day, never
cowld have dreamed. To many New Eng-
land familics it is specially interesting as a
complete rendering, a perfect presentment, of
the childish life of their great grandmothers,

ker companions,
It is an even chance wihich ruling thought
in
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in the clever little writer, a love of rveligion
or a love of dress, shows most platnly its in-
Suence on this diary. On the whole, I think
that youthful vanrity, albeit of a very natural
and innocent sort, i more pervasive of the
papes.  And i1is fortunate that this is the
case; for, from the frankly frivolous thowgh
Jar from self-conscions entries we gain a very
exact notion, @ very valuable gicture, of the
dress of @ young givi at that day. We know
all the details of her toilet, from the “ pompe-
dore " shoes and the shifts (whick ske had
never worn Ul ske lived in Boston), to the
absurd and top-heavy head-decovation  of
“hlack feathers, my past comé & all wmy
past garnel marguasel! and jet pins, together
with my silver plume.”  If this fapiastic as-
semblage of ernament were set wpon the “Hed-
dus roll," so graphically described, it is easy
to understand the denunciations of the time
upon women's leadgear. In ne cowtempo-
vary record ov account, #e matley who the
writer, can be found such a vivacious and witty
description of the modish hairdressing of that
day as in the pagss of this diary.

Butl there ave many entries in the journal
of this wain liitle Puritan devotes 1o show an
almost equal attention fo veligion ; vecords of
sermons whick she kad keard, and of reli-

gious
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gious comveriations in which she had taken a
self-possessed part; and her frequent use of
Biblical expressions and comparisons shows
that she also remembered fully what ske
read, Her ambitions theological sermon-notes
were evidenily somewhat curtatled by the sensi-
ble advice of the aunt with whom she resided,
who thereby checked also the consequent infu-
dicions praise of ker pastor, the Old South
minister, For Anna and her Einsfolf were
of the congregation of the Old South church ;
and this diary s in effect a record of the life
of Old Senth church attendants. Many were
what Anna terms © sisters of the Ol Sounth,”
and nine tenths of the names of her compan-
ions and friends may be found on the baptis-

mal and membership vecords of that church,
Aunna was an industrious little wight, active
in all housewifely labors and domestic accom-
Plishments, and attentive to her lessons.  She
could make © _ﬂs.f," and fine network; she
conld #ntt lace, and spin linen lhvead and
woolen yarn ; she could make purses, and em-
broider pocket-books, and weave watch strings,
and piece patchwork, She learned * dansing,
or danceing I should say,” from one Master
Turner; she atiended a sewing school, to be-
come a neat and defe little sempstress, and
above all, she attended a writing school to
learn
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learn that most tndispensable and most appre.
ciated of cighteenth century accomplisiments
—Jine writing. Her handwriting, of whick
a facsimile ix here shownm, was far better
than that of most givls of twelve to-day |} with
trutk and justice conld Anna say, “ Aunt says
Lean wrile pretily.” Her orihopraphy was
qutte equal to that of grown pevsons of ker
time, and ker English as good as that of
Mercy Warren, her older contemporary wrifer.

And let me speak also of the condition of
ker diary. It covers sevemtylwe pages of
paper about eipht inches long By six and a
kalf inches wide, The writing is uniform in
sige, every letter ix perfectly formed; 1% is as
legible as print, and in the entive diary but
tivee blots can be seew, and these are wvery
small, A few pages were ruled by the writer,
the others are unvuled.  The old paper, though
keavy and good, is yellow with age, and the
water mavks C. F. K. and the crown siand
ont distinctly, The sheels are sewed in a
little book, on which a marbled paper cover
Jeas been placed, probably by a later hand than
Anna's.  Altogether it is a vemarkably ered-
itable production for a givl of twelve,

It is well alse to compare her constant
diligence and industry displayed to us through
ker records of a day's work — and at ancther

timie,
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time, of @ week’s work—with that of any
girl of her age in a corvesponding station of
life nowadays,  We learn that physical pain
or disability were no excuse for slothfuiness ;
Anna was not always well — kad heavy colds,
and was feverish; but well or i1l was always
employed. FEuven with painful local affiictions
such as a “wkitloe,” she still was industrious,
“emproving it to perfect myself in learning to
spine flax.” She read muck — the Bible con-
stantly — and alse found amusement in vead-
fng ' a variety of composures.”

She was a friendly little soul, cager to be
loved ; resenting deeply that her Aunt Storer
let “ either ome of fer chaises, ker chariot or
babyhutt," pass the door every day, without
sending for her; poing cheerfully tea-drinking
Jrom kouse to kowse of hev friends ; delight-
ing even in bhe catechising and the sober Thrrs.
day Lecture. Shke had few amusements and
holidays compared with the manifold pleas-
wres that chidldren have wnowadays, though she
kad one koliday whick the Revolution struck
from our calendar— the King's Coronation
Day, She saw the Artillery Company drill,
and she visited brides and babies and old
Jolks, and attended somie funerals. Wihen
she was twelve years old she Y came out ™' —
became a “miss in herteens” —and went to a

SHCCESSION



