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Duanite, perché Virgilio se ne vada,
Non pianger ance, mon planger ancors,
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AVE JTQUA‘W

My dear Booklet,

A word befors we part.

When [ was young, lke yoni, T Enew o book called
“A Thowsand and Ome Gems of English Foetry®.
I mever coumied kim.  Buit [ ecteemed him: notf, indeed,
so much for hic shll @ firwres (though thai was re-
mardable), as for &is open-kawded gemevority.  To hiv
genevons thousand ke added, out of kis melting charity,
one mere; ai though he were o mere baker lemplhening
kit dovem, or a Den Giopanni, adding a careless trifiz
of ladies to his visiting lixt: * mills ¢ tre”™,

Let, thew, the ' Thousand and One™ be your preci
exemplar, my dear Bookle.  For you are mow called
o walk in bir foctstepe.

Hhen My, Willard Fiske was collecting kir great
Damte Library, which A hay presemied fo Cormall
Universily, ke found yooo Dante books. There are
new yoor. Go forth, Seven Thossamd and Owe, and
prosper!

Go to Mr, Willard Fiske, Perchance ke will ool
you in that ragped repiviend, sevew fhowsand stromp:
ire that vast and helerogencons corps, world-dispersed
and world-forgotien, iramping for fwenly gemcrabions
through realms of Dante, sapping and mining, tr-
veying and magping iy heights and depths.

Go & the Kegper of Printad Books in the Brifich
Musenwm. He will receive you—by Act of Parliament.
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Other friends yow may find. AR! if enly Dante and
Virgdl were in the running for the Derly, what friends
you might have! A word fo the Bievary referee af
Epromn oight be affective!  Or, if the manager of the
London Higpodrome conld sea hir way fo produce the
Diine Comedy, what friends you might mabe! What
Sriends!

Hhether such glory waily you, you can at any rate
deseroe exteem by walling in the magranimens foofsteps
of the *' Thousand and One®. Should the poor reviewer,
o ermatched and alf distranpht, plodding fis weary way
threugh unending piles of irvelevant literature, male
pipe-liphts of your pages, deny hims mot,  Hir meed for
ihe leaves may Be preater thaw thine. Whether you seek
a refuge from the madding crowd’s inobls stvife in the
slegant but snremuneraiioe half-pay of the ' Ke-
matnder™ shelf, or in the cool seguesterad vale of the
“ Twopenny Box", bear yourself worihily; and remem-
bar that no one, not even the Kesper of Printed Books,
will lrve you like

Your eoer affeciionale
Father.
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PREFACE

The medizval Virgil has attracted
a good deal of attention; the Virgil of
the Divine Comedy wvery little. The
aim of this essay is to compare and
contrast the Dantean with, firstly, the
real, and, secondly, the mediaval, Virgil;
to define the points of contact and re-
pulsion between the three; and, finally,
to estimate the influence of Virgil on
Dante.

A list of the principal books consulted
has been placed at the end of the book;
but my pervasive indebtedness to Com-
paretti's Firgvlio nel Medio Evo should
be specially acknowledged.

For kindly mcﬂurﬁagement and advice



