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DUTCH VILLAGE COMMUNITIES

ON THE

HUDSON RIVER!

No two rivers have been oftener compared than the Rhine
and the Hudson, and the latter has sometimes been termed
the “ Rhine of America.” In interest, in importance, and in
beantiful scenery, they huve much in common. Yet the com-
parisons hetween them, likely to be made by travellers, are
chiefly of difference rather than of likeness, The Rhine
which, rising in the Alps, pushes its way between France
and Germaoy, through the Netherlands and, with divided
channel, out into the Northern Sea, is a parrower, swifter
running, more tortuous stream than the Hudson, which in
fact is, in its later course, not properly a river but a fjord—
an inlet of the sea—with one hundred and fifty miles of tide~
water ebbing and flowing in a broader bed, and between
higher mountains, than the Rhine can boast. The Rhine
is famous for its castle-crowned hills, illustrating with their
ruins an historical tale begun in the time of Cmsar, About
the Hudson, our own Washingten Irving has thrown a grace-

! In the preparation of thia paper much of the material Las been gleaned
from records fn County Clerks’ offices, but special acknowledgments are due
to the writings of Laveleye, Sir Henry Maine, J, R, Green, Dr. "Callaghan,
Mr. Brodheud, and Gen. J. Watts de Peyster; also to the assistance, gene-
rously rendered in the loan of books, documents, snd MSH,, by Mr. Samuel
Burhans of Kew York, by the officere of the Huguenot Bank, the Eev. Ame
Vennema, Messrs, Jecob Elting and Edmund Eltinge of New Paltz, and by
Messre, Wallace Bruoe, C, B. Herrick, and Frauk Hasbroock of Pough-

keepeie,
]
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ful mantle of later romance and legend, and in variety and
grandeur of natural scenery, the “ Rhine of America™ sur-
passes her foreign sister,

Between these two rivers, there exists, unnoticed by the
traveller, and unnoted, for the most part, even by the his-
torian, a boud of union formed by the institutional relation-
ship of the village communities which have had their
existence, with similar eestoms, similar laws, and similar
forms of government, upon the banks of each stream.

It is only within a comparatively few years that, by reason
of the researches of Von Maurer, Sir Henry Maine, and
Laveleye, the term “ village community ™ kas gained a special
and instructive significance for the student of institutional
history. It has come to represent a civil unit, universal to
all peoples—at least to those of Aryan stock—at a certain
stage of the progress in civilization ; with collective property
or ownetship of land in common, and with a representative
governing body chosen by, and from, the co-owners of the
domain, to administer the common affairs, as its distinetive
characteristics, Absolute and individual rights in land, as
we know them, Von Mauver and his followers assert to be
of recent origin; separate property, they say, has grown, by
 series of changes, out of common or collective ownership.'

1 The writer of this paper states this theory of the orlgin and growth of
property rights smong the Aryon peoples, beeaunse il i held by the majority
of students who have given their nttention to the eubject; but he s not
onmindful of the fuct that the palns-tuking and scholarly resesrclies of his
friend Dr, Denman W, Ross in America, nnd the inrestigutions of sthers,
¢.g. Fustel de Coulanges, in Europe, have led them to oppese the view taken
by Rir Henry Maine and to mnintain that separate individoal ownership pre-
ceded the various fores of ownership In commen. A deelsion of this question,
if it were possible, is not necewsary for ihe present purpose of examining the
village communities on the Hudson River, Whether or not the distribo-
tion of common linds among the primitive Germnanic tribes was originally
per Hivpes anil not par gapita,—was, in short, collective tenure undd met eom-
miintem,—the lacul institutiona of the Dutch willages in New York can
hardly fail to impres the disciple of either theory with the eloseness, and
conrequent limportance, of the relutionslip of Old World and New World
types of government.
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Nowhere does thie development of property rights in their
successive forms exhibit itself more clearly than among the
Germanio tribes which the Romana first met as pastoral
groups moving from place to place, and subsisting upon the
results of the chase, or upon the cattle which they herded on
the common lands where they chanced to be. In this stage
of race development there is essentially no holding of landed
property, not even in common. That comes when the pas-
toral period is succeeded by the agricultural. The tillage
of the soil brings with it ownership of land, but in the first
instance a eommon ownership. The pastoral habits clung to
the tribes, and they moved about, cultivating fresh lands of
the unoccupied tervitory each year! As the agricultural
system became more important, the village community orys-
tallized. The territory of the tribe was the Mark, in which
each family was entitled to the temporary enjoyment of a
share? The woodland and pasturage were entirely common,
and 8o continued even after the arable land had, in the prog-
ress towards individual property, been allotted and rendered
subject to bereditary rights. Cesar and Tacitus testify to
the existence of the peculiar featurea of the village community
among the Germaaie tribes of the Rhine countries? Lave-
leve asserts that the triennial rotation of crops was intro-
duced into Germany, . . . before the time of Charlemagne”?
+ » « #The parcels in each field had to be tilled at the same
time, devoted to the same crops, and abandoned to the com-
mon pasture at the same period, according to the rule of
Flurzwang, or compulsory rotation. The inhabitants assem-
bled to deliberate on all that coneerned the coltivation, and

to determine the order and time of the various agricultural

! Laveleye, Primitive Property, p. 102,

! Laveleye, Primitive Property, p. 104,

? Luveleye, Primitive Property, p. 106 (Citing De Bel Gal. L. VL e 28,
and Tae, Germ. ¢ VII).

4 Laveleye, Primitive Property, p. 110
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operations.’ The member of the German village community
waa a _free man in the best sense of the word; he had a share
in the common property, he had a voice in the assembly of his
equals, and was subject to no arbitrary ruler, It iz not
strange that groups of these freemen were able to make them-
selves masters of the empire of the Casars,

Yet their very power had in it the seeds of its own destruc-
tion. The force of the combined freemen of the tribe or
canton led to conquest over other tribes; conguest led to the
acquisition of the territory of the conquered, and this in turn
resulted in that unequal division of the aequired territory,
the outeome of which was the feudal aystem. The leader of
the band of freemen became the most important personage in
the group; equality censed to exist: the chief took the largeat
portion of the new land, and gave it out in parcels to his
under-companions in arms, thus becoming, in time, the lord
of the manor, subject indeed to his king,—the sovereign of
the whole territory,—but having within his own manor arbi-
trary rule, and having under him and subject to hie entire
control, men who, in early Germanic times, would have been
his equals.

Thus at the end of the tenth century in western Europe,
but especially in France, the conditions of society were in
many respects the very opposite of those by means of which
the primitive German village community fostered the prin-
ciples of freedom, equality, and representative government.
The voice of the people in government had practically ceased
to be heard. “Land has become the sacramental tie of ail
public relations ; the poor man depends upon the rich, not as
his chosen patron, but as the owner of the lond he cultivates,
the lord of the eourt to which he does suit and service, the
leader whom he is bound to follow to the host.”*

The earlier, freer, community-life, however, with the cus-
toms of common land tenure snd of government by freemen

! Lavelave, Primitive Propertr, p. 111,
*Siubbe’ Constitutional History, I, p. 167,
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met in general assembly, survived the changes just deseribed,
in some of the more secluded portions of the country, nota-
bly in the forest regions of the lower Palatinate east of the
Rhine, ' and in those northerr provinces of the Netherlands—
Friesland, Groningen and Drenthe—whose free peoples Rome
never conquered, aud whose right of self-government no
haughty baron ever suppressed. Throughout the Nether-
lunds, in fuct, the feudal system, though prevailing, never
obtained the fivm foothold it guined in France, and even in
more distant England. The industrial spirit and the growth
of the importance of towns among the Dutch had modified
the fendal system in Hollasd in & marked degree® *“Hol-
land was an aggregate of towns sach providing for its own
defence, administering ite own finances, and governing itself
by its own laws,”® Each town was governed by “a “Wet-
houderschap’ or Board of Magistrates, consisting of several
burgomasters® and a certain number of Schepens or Alder-
men,”®  The term of office was usually annual, The burgo-
masters and schepens were chosen by the eight or nine “ good-
men” who were “elected by the ‘ Vioedschap,’® or great coun-
cil of the town, which was itself composed, in most cases, of
all the inhabitants who possessed o certain property qualifica-
tion. There was also another important officer, named the
‘schout,’ who, in early times, was appeinted by the Count,
out of a triple nomination by the wethouders. The func-
tions of the schout—whose name, according to Grotivs, was

1Dr. H. B. Adnms, in “The Germanic Or[gin of New England Towns,"
Yol. I of this series, pp. 13, 14, deseriber the primitive charucter of the
villages now to be found in the Odenwald and Black Forest,

* Brodhead's History of the State of New York, 1608-1664, p. 192,

? Brodhewd’s History of the State of Kew York, p. 453,

*Thixs privilege of * borgher-recht,” which lud to be aocqnired o entitle &
resident 1o every municipul (ranchise, introduced some inequulity among
the people.

* Brodhead's History of the Btate of New York, pp. 433-4.

*Motley, Dutch Repnllic, I, p. 87, mentions the * Vroedschuppen” or
eouncillors.



