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FDMUND BLUNDEN
(QUEEN'S)

SHEET LIGHTNING

HEN ou the green the rag-lag geme el stopt,
And red the lighes throagh alebouse curains glowed,
The clambering brake drove out and took the road.
Then on the stern moors all the babbde dropd
Ameng those merry men, who felt the dew
Sweet to the soul and saw the sauthern blioe
Thromged with hept Lighining leagoes and leagues abiroa il,
Working and whivkering; soake-like ) wingoed and clawed ;
Or lilee old carp losily risieg aoml shoakdering,
Long the slate clowd flank shook with the death-white smonider-
ing:
Yot nol a volvde
The night drooped oaven-lal;
Then where the turnpike plereed the black wood plot,
Tongues wapzed azaan and cach oan el the grim
Diestiny of the bour spealing tlwangh Lim:
Andd then tales caome of dwaerls on Seazling Hitl,
And those vouny swimeers deowned ot the roller mill,
Whicre on the drowsiest poon e vncertow
Fatrtishing far life boiled Hle o opot Below
A how bwo higelers at the " Walout Tree ™
Hiacl corst the Lord in thanderstorm and He
Hivel struck them into goot with lightning then—
It left the pitchers whoele, it killed the men,
.:U:L‘I'I:.-" a ligd aned many o lass was natned
Whe once stept bolt and prouwd—ubut death had vamed
Tlheir revel on the eve of May: cut shorl
The primrosing and promiise of mood spar,
Shut vp the score book, lald thie ribboeds by

Such bedings musteroed from the Teveral shy

But now the spring well throngh the honeycoeils

Of seored stone rumbling tokened them rear loe,
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Sheet Lightning

The whip lash clacked, the jog-trot sharpened, nll
Sang U lFarmer's Boy ' oas lowd as they could bowl,
Fill at the " Walnut Tree ™ the hemeward brake
Stopt {or hoarse ribaldry to brag and slake,

The weary wildfire faded frem the dark

While this one dammned the parson, that the clerl;
And anger's balefire forked trom the unbared blade
At word of notches missed or seokes not paid:
While Joe the driver stooped with oath to find

A yonng jack rabbit m the roadway, blind

O ilaselead 'n:,,-' Bl damipis, a5 stifi as stecl

With fear,  Joe beat ies brain aul an the whecl
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FOREFATHERS

ERE they went with smock and crook,
Totled i the sun, lolled in the slude,
Here they muodded ot tlu birook
And here their hatchet cleared the glade:
Hiarvest-supper woke their wil,
Huntsman's meon their wooings hit,

From ilns chinrch they led thelr biricles;
From ihis church themselves were led
Shuulllur-high: o Lluse wraysides
Bac o take their Leer e liresd
Names are gonc—whil men Lhey wore

Thesa their coltages declare.

Names are vanished, save the few
In the eld brown Bible scrawled,
These were men of pith and thew,
Whinm the city gever callod;
Scarer could read or hokl a quill:
Thualt the barn, the forge, the mill,

iy Lhe precn they wetched their sons
Playing till too dark 1o see,

Ax their Lothers wilched them onee,
As my fathier once watehed moe;

Wihnile the Dt and beetle tlew

U the worm air webbed with dew,

Unrecorded, unrenowned,

Men from whom my ways bogin,
Here I know you by your pronad,
But 1 know you not witliin—
All is mist, and there survives
Not one moment of your lives,
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