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INTRODUCTION.

—_———

Iw the family of langeages to which. English belongs, the Inda-
European Family, Sanskrt is eldest brother. ‘The parent
language was spaken in a remobs prehistoric time by a people
living somcwhere about the five rivers of (he lunfaub. By
migrations of that people westward there were afterwards
established all the nations af the Iranian, Slavomic, Celtig
Teutonic and Classieal storks. The parent lunguage, Aryan,
has itself long since been lost ; bt its words, subjected to regular
varieties of chunge, have passed into many lands.  Addivons
have been many, but those words of whicl tlie toots are eommon
to us #1l, bear witness to the commuon origin of the chiel nations
of Europe and to thefr bratherhood with races now in India.

Dlescendante of that remnote prehistaric Arvan people, who ré-
mained in India and were lesz remote, bul alse prehistorie, spoke
Sanskrt, They left in their oW tonpue sacred books by which
Sanzkrit was established as a classical langoawe. ITtwas caltivated
by the religions orders and nsed as the lanpuage in which all
high religious teaching was enshrined. ‘Thus its grammar was
studied and preserved, and the language itself, frst boon of the old
Aryan, has been maintained in its pucity wntil this day. As the
vemnacular speech of a living Ecnple, appliad to all their common
daily wants, Sanskrit has not"been used within the memory of
man, but in some parts of India the vernaenlar does not differ
from it very greatly. :

The oldest Sanskrt bools are at the fountain-head of European
literaturs. These are the four Vedas, regarded as the source of
all other Sastraz or sacred boolks. The Vedas are written in
an lambic measure of gight syliables, and the earliest of them
have been assigned by Sir William Jones to a date as carly as
1500 vears before Christ.  “The word Veda means kenowledge, but

“though names of authors of the several parts were preserved,
the whole was taken to mean inspired knowledge, “the self-
evident word proceeding out of the mouth of Gaﬁ’, this is the
Veda,” The first of the Vedas, called Rig from aword meaning
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praise, expreésses the relations bebween man and God. The
second, called Yajor, from a word meaning worship, contains
instructions upon ceremonial. The third, called Sama, from a
word signifying a prayer arranged for singing, contains pieces
arranged as chants,  Atharva, the fourth Veda, less ancient than
the rest, contains forms of imprecation, prayers, hymns, and fifty-
two theological treatises called Upanishads, Atharvan is referred
to In it as a king appointed by Brahima to protect inferior beings.
There are alsa detached Upanishads which are regarded as of
less authority than the ﬁgy-twu contained in the Atharva-
Veda, The Upanishads, or arpumentative parts of the Vedas,
are g:cgardul as forming the Jndna, or philasophical part of the
sacred books, and theological argument is based on these; the
parts devoted to purc tcaching of the roligious system, its
customs, sacrifices, cergronies, form the Brahmanas , and the
prayers and hymns n each Veda constitute its Sanhita. . Thus,
with regard to this matber thé Vedas are said to contain DBrah-
manas, [nana and Sanhita. The Brahmanas rcoognize & threee.
fold Veda, not reckoning the fourth, and derive the third from
the first, the Rig-Veda, which tcaches that there is one only
stipreme God, a pure spint dwelling in etemnal rest and silepce,
who iz All, and in All. He is the supreme Beahima, wha createni
the world by three manifostations drawn from himself, and
tamed Brahmd, Vishno, Siva, originally united in one essence,
a0 that “ the great One " became known as one Person and three

ods.  Brahmd represents Creation, Vishno Preservation, and

iva Destruction. Of Vishnu, the Preserver, tirere have heen
ning Avatars or Incarmations, the first six were in the golden

e of the world, the seventh was as FRama, the eiphth as

ishna, the ninth as Buddha. The tenth, in which he wil]
appear a3 a white hotss, is yet awaited. In his last Avatar, as
Buddha, Vishnu promoted scepticism ta the end that the giants,
wanting faith, might cease to obtain by prayer the powers that
they misapplied.

The time during which the Vedas were prodnced extended
over centuries, with pericdic changes of style, and has been
divided tto four periods, the last of which, from oo te
200 B.C, was the petiod of Sutra liferature. Sutra means a
string, atd stands for a literature of short sayings strung to-
gether, by teachers who stindied brevity, and of whom it was

_ said, in their own proverbial way, that an author rejoiceth in the
economgizing of half a short vowel as much as in the birth of a
S0,

There were drawn from the four Vedas four Upa-Vedas, One
was on Medicine from the R‘:f—‘v'edﬂ.: one on Muosic from the
Sima-Veda ; one on Arms and Implements of War, from the
Yajur-Veda ; and one on sixty-four Mechanical Arts, from the
mﬁam-vmu. The Upa-Vedas are now lost.
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Also there were six Vedangas, or limbs of the Veda, Weatin
severally of six sciences needed for interpretation of the snmﬁ
Lbooks. They were Pronunciation, Grammar, Prosoedy, Expla-
nation of dificult words or phrases, Religlons Ceremonial and
Astrolepy.  To these were added four Ugéaugas or additional
limhs ; History {the Purana); Logic (the Moyaya) ; Moral Philo-
sophy (the Mimansa} ; and Jurisprudence (the Dhartna-Sastra),

The sarliest of theee sactad wrilings, in their earliest perio
were preserved only by oral tradition. They continued to live
in the persons of men of the sacred caste, and thus different
texts o versions of the Vedas, known as Sakbag, were preserved
in different Charamas or schools of the Brobmans, whe pre-
served the books in memory. A name for a Frahman scetlement
was & Parishad, [t was said that “Jour or even three able man
from arnong the Brahrane in 2 village who know the Veda and
]':eep the sacrificial five, form 8 Fadshad.” Mombers of different
Parishads might be associated in one schual or Charuna,

(Of the Law Dooks, or Dhatma-Sastrsg, the most ancient and
most famous 15 that koown as the ™ Inscitates of Manmu,' first
translated into English by S William Jones. $ann was fabled
to be the som of Brahma, to have prescoyed the ¥Vedas from
destruction in the Hindoo deluge, and o Lave given in that
Book of Laws an abstract of their contentas. -

The Indians had also six Trarsanas, or systems of phijosophy,
all secking the highest good in ¢ternal happincss, amfallacm t-
51'-11% the authority of the Vedas but intalarctin them varionsly.

& gix systems are essentially three, Omne, the Nyaya, Lrings
knowledge in through the five channcls of the senzes ; one, U
Sankhya, Iogks te the e¢metions, and secks the sources of
pleasure, pain, and the neatral state of jndifierence, in which
glates alome it holds external nDature to consist; one, the
Vedantin, seeks only to dotermine what Is or Is Wot. Besides the
philosophy of the Darsanas, there were the teachings of scveral
sects ; among which the most inporlant in their inflaence on
thaupht was that of the Buddhists, chief opponents ef the
Brahmans. Their founder, Buddha Sakya Muni, began his
teaching at an uncertain date, but it prevailed tn India and
‘Ceylon In the third century before Christ, and was introduced
into China A.D. 6r. Though the Brahmans finally prevailed in
Indiz, the Buddhists hold their own in Ceylon, Burmah and
China. They denied the existence of the One First Cause
represented by the Brahma who gave forth Brabmd, Vishou and
Siva to create, preserve, desicoy ; One who is All in All, and
of whom all forms of divinity—Indea, the Heavens with his
thunderbolt and thousand eyes; Surya, the sen; Agni, fire;
Pavana, wind; Varuna, ocean—are manifestations. Not less
were the elements of human life and death such manifestations

the God in all,—Ganasa, wisdom, perfecter of work ; Lakshmi,
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goddess of prosperity, formed by the churning of the sea ; Saras-
wati, goddess of learning ; and Yama, judge of the dead.

Epic and deamatic poetry form alse a part of Sanskrit litera-
ture. The two great Sanskrit epics are the Ramiyana, or
Adventizres of Rama (one of the incarnations of Vishna), and
the Maha-bhdrata ; both of them less ancient than the Vedas,
but both so old that, liee the Vedas, they were long preseved
by aral trdition before they wers committed 1o weiting, The
Maha-bhdrata is in eighteen books, containing altogether
220,000 lines, and is a collection of national legends. In old
Indian legend there were two dynasties of the notth ) those of
the Sun, those of the Moeon, Rama, the hers of the Ramidyana,
was of the line of the Sun ; Bhdrata, the here of the chicf sto;
in the Maha-bhfrata, was of the line of the hoon, :

The Ehagavad-Gita is an episode in the Maha-bhirata, a
divine song in the form of a calm dialegue on efghteen subjects
held botween Krnshna, the eighth Avatar of Vishmg, and his
pupil Arjuna, while tumnle of battle raged around them.

The preat dramatist in Sanskrit literature was Kalidasa
author of the Sakuntzla The oldest known collection of
Fables is the Pancha-Tantta, a cellection inta Five Tanttas or
sections, which is represented by the hook now in the feader's
band, The Hitopadcsa, or Frendly Instructor, in four books,
The purpose of ity interwoven fables and maxims was {o present,
in a way Iikely to win and keep attention, a system of good
counnged for right training of 2 prince in all the chief affairs of
life. It comes ta us from a far place and Bime as 3 manual of
warldly wisdomn, inspired throughout by the religion of its place
and tme.  There are, in fact, so far 23 concern tha great forces
of Mature, bt accidental differenices between the cities of men
or the ant-hills of te-day and yesterdny. When allowance has
been made for some renl propress in civilization, as in the
vecopgnition of the place of women in society, cvery fable in the
Hitopadesa can still be applied to human charcter; every
maximt quoted from the wise men of twe or theee thowsand
years ago, when parted from the local accidents of form, might
find its time for being guoted new in chureh, at home, or upon
*Change.

- H. M.
September, 1885,



