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Roous or TAe MercawTtioe Liprany AssocraTion,
Boatow, Wovernber 186k, 1860,
- Dear Sig, —

I have the pleasere of informing wou, that, at =
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Mercantile
Library Association, held Monday svening, 18th instant,
it was unanimously voted, that the thanks of the Associa-
tion be prasented to you, for the able and highly fnatroc-
tive Address delivered on the occasion of ite chirtieth
Bnniversary, and that a copy be reguested for publication.

Huping that you will comply with the requeat, I have
the honor to remain, with sentiments of respeet, your
obedient sarvant,

HENRY P, CHAMBERLAIN, °
Corremponding Sacretary.
Huon. Grorse 5, HiLLagp,

Court Strext, November 20, 1B50.
Dean Sim, —

The Address, a copy of which yon have requested
for publication, was prepared with exclusive reference to
the position and elaims of the youog men composiog your
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Association. I am induced to comply with your request,
upon the asserance of those, whose judgment and candor
I hold in equal respect, that the ends which I had in view
in writing it will be forther promoted by its publication.

With my best wishes for the prosperity of your Asso-
ciatior, and for the health and happiness of its members,
1 remain your friend and obadicot servant,

GECRGE 5. HILLARD.
Hrwey P, Cramsgpram, Fag.




ADDRESS.

T various employments of civilized life may
be divided into two classes, corresponding to the
body and the mind in man. Trade snd com-
merce minister to material wants, natural or ar-
tificial ; science and ltterature, to intellectual
growth. T'hus, the merchant may be taken as
the representative of outward or practical life,
and the scholar, of inward or intellectual life.
In thiz division, no dizparagiong comparison is
mvalved. Kach class of employments has its
peculiar advantages and its peculiar dangers.
The ideal merchant s, in my judgment, nowise
inferior to the ideal scholar. Indeed, as each
approaches the highest point of development,

they draw nearer and nearer towards one another,
1%
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as the opposite sides of a pyramid, far apart at
the base, meet at the top. DBy the ideal mer-
chant, I mean a man acting, but capable of think-
ing ; by the ideal scholer, & man thicking, but
capable of acting. Politics, or the art of goy-
ernment, in thie age of (he world, inclodes both
elements. The merchant snd the scholar each
contributes something to the composition of the
statesman. He must be able to escend to the
highest generalizations from a solid basis of cares
fully selected facts. The bomely details of busi-
ness, #9 well ag the laws whick regulate aod con-
trol its great movements, must be fmiliar to him.
Bpeculation must suggest experiment, and experi-
ment must conficm speculation,

No men cen be said to be e finished man who
has not both the power of acting and the power
of thinking. 8o, no community is truly powerful
end prosperous which has pot 8 fair proportion
of men of action and men of thonght. A country
in which all men are either engaged in the mequi-
sition of property, or steeped in the luxuries
which property commands, — without books,
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. without scholars, without idess, — besides being
the dreariest of deserts to the spiritue] eye, con-
tains within itself the elements of sell-destruction,
and is in coostent daoger of being shattered to
pieces by the explosive force of its own selfish
propensities.  Bo, a country in which the intel-
lectual energies of the pecple find no practical
sphere, whick is rich in ubiversities, libraries, and
picture-galleries, but poor in mercbants, manufac-
tarers, and engineers, can never have any com
siderable amount of constinutional vigor, but is
always in = state of what physicians call atony.
The world at tlis moment furpishes illustra-
tions of each of these positions. It is one of the
felicities of England, that, from ber situztion, her
climate, her scil, her mincral wealth, and her
politieal institutions, she hee been able to furnish
so great & variety of oecupation to her sons, and
to open a congenial sphere to every form of eo-
ergy and eoterprise. She hes had universities,
scientific associations, philesophers, poets, and
artists, and, at the same time, ships, colonies,
commerce, mines, and manufactures. Her litera-



