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PREFACE,

Tue present edition of the Mostellarie has been primted
froan the toxt of Goetz and Sehoell’s aditio seiner of 1'lautus,
but in not a few ecases the manuseript veadings have boen
restored and interpreted, or conjectures that secemed cloger
to the manuseript readings admitied.

In matters of interpretation, obligation is thankfully
apeknowledged to the spocial editions of the MWastellivin
maide by Sonnenschem and Torenz: to the commentary of
Ussing ; and to the notes of the eritieal editions of Hehoell
and Leo.

The editur alone is respousible for the attempt to fix
anew the significance of the names of some of the chinae
ters, and thence to dervive hints [or the verbal interpreta-
tion of sundry passages. A defailed eonsideration of the
points involved will be published, it is hoped, at an carly
date, 1n The dineriean Jowrned of Philology.

The Notes contain a great vumber of cross-references to
the metrical and grammatical matters contained n the
Introduction. Tf this gives them a ferhidding aspect, there
shonld be some relief in the nmmmber of renderings given by
the Notes. These rvenderings are not designed as a con-

struing ferib’ for the student, but seek above all to cateh
¥
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and reproduce, snguestively, at least, the metaphor or tom
of thonght of the original.

The proof sheets have been remd with gre;lt eare by the
meneral editors of the College Latin Series awd by Profezsor
1L C. Elmer; the editor begs to acknowledge herewith his
great obligations to their learning and their pains.

EDWIN W. FAY.

UsiveErsrry oF TEXAZ,
July, 1002



INTRODUCTION.

L
FLAUTUS: THE MAN AND THE WRITER.

1. The certain knowledge we have of Plautus’s life is
very scant. He died in 151 pe. In 200 the comedy entitled
Stichus was brought out, and in 191 the Psewdofws.  Our
information entitles ns te infer that his birth took place
some sixty vears before the date last mentivned; that is,
in the latter half of the decade 260.-250 g.c. There 15 no
pood reason to donht the statement that he was an TTmbrian,
and born in Sarsina, a town abont twenty-five Koman miles
digtant Trom Ariminum (now Rimini} on the Adriafie.

There s a tradition that Plautus was eonbeeted in his
earlier life with the theatre at Rome, bot the Jlangonage of
that tradition is so vague that we may imagine him to have
been anything from an actor of the buffoon sort to o *prentice
seene-painter or stuge-carpenter.  The tradition informs us
that he earned enough woney 1o this employment to engapge
in & business ventore away tfrom Rome; and that, failing in
this, he returned to the city, where he toiled in a mill for
his support. Three plays, now lost, are said to have been
written by him while thus employed.

The plays of Plautus reveal their author’s personality as
little as Shakespeare’s. There are personal allusions in the
prologues, to be sure, but they tell us only that he was a
translator, rather than an crigingl cveator.  That he was
a mere translator is highly improbable.  As in some cases
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