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PREEFACE.

To the avthor of this volume the carly history of
the Reformed Chareh in Pennsylvania has been the
subject of pleasant stndy for a long time,  There are
many facts connected with this history which are not
only intensely intoresting, but also caleulated to prompt
ng to more fully appreciate our religious heritage.  The
history is presented in plain langnage and in a form
which mav be readily woderstood, Lt is often said that
many writers agsume too much intelligence on the part
of the average veador, and fail to give all the facts con-
nected with o subject.  We have sought to present all
the galient facts related to a subject, even at the risk of
repeating some statements, so a8 to make matters easily
understond.

We hope the reader will find as much pleasure in
reading this book as the anthor enjoyed in preparing
it, although it involved a vast deal of time and research.
In the prepuration of this velume the anthor derived
much aid from the recently published proceedings of
the Coetus, aud many unpublished reports and letters
hearing on the enrly history of our Church. For access
to the latter he is indebted to Dr. James I Good.  He
is also under obligations to Prof. W. J. Hinke for valn-
able information npon certnin points. -



INTRODUCTION,

Tho history of the Reforwed Chareh o the Liolted Stabes bas long
boen a subjest of stady. A8 enely me {ae year 1817 o committee was
appointed by Synod 1o prepors o historieal pzeieh of the origin and growih
of the Bynod,  Thix commitees, eonsisting of Rev, William Hendel, Fev.
John Henry Hofmeior and Rev, Caspar ¥Wack, Be, examined the arehives
uf Bynad, foeated in the First Reformed Church a1 Lonesster, bol found
pothing that threw light upon the subject of their search,  Fionlly one of
the committes, no doubl Rev, Dr, Hendel, rememsbhered thal he had in bls
pasgeadion o booklet in the Dateh laogunge, which furped . sut to be the
dinry of Rev, Michael Sehlnatler, printed at Aseterdam in 1751, COo the
basha of this report of Mr, Schlatter w short cketeh of 55z a20d o half pages
wasg pnpnui, of whiah 3000 sople: ware prioted.

Aftor this firet attempt of writing toe history of oor Chureh, it is
interaeting to note that the frest larger book, denling with the history of
our Chareh, was publizhed in Uermapy In 1E46, belng written by the
first professer of thenlogy slocted by the Oblo Spned io 1BEE, Rev, 1. 0,
Buettner, [, I, whe retaroed to Germsey in 15841 It is & volume of
154 pages, entitled ** The High German Beformed Chureh in the United
States of North Amerion from ite Firat Fonading to ihe Present Time'”
Sehleiz, 1546,

A more axtensive histary of the early period, written abonl the same
time by Her. Ty, Lawiz Mayer, wag nofortonately never publizhed.

Henewed lmpetug was given to higtorical stodle by the works of Dre.
Harbangh, ecpecially bis *' Life of Kev. BMichael Echlatter’ and ™ The
Fathers of the Reformed Chursh,” But it we: mot tll 1885 that our
Churah bod the firat eonnested acconnt of its history, In that year Kes,
Dr. Jossph I, Dabbe pobiizhed hin exeollent ' Historieal Manoal of the
fefermed Chureh in the Uoited Stated,'” io which he summarized all that
was then koown of the hidtory of nar Chareh,

Twalvs vezrn later another advance was made by the importaot dise
povary of the dvenments, relating to our Charch, in Holland, whicl modi-
tod to & lncge extent our knowledge of the earliest peried of cur history
and gompalled we to reconntrost eertain parta altogether, Thiz reson-
ptruction was Targely ancried ot by Rev, Dr.J, T Good, through whese
enorgy snd zeal the Holland documents had beso made aeseseible. Io
1607 Dr, fpod publizhed * Early Fathers of the Heformed Chureh™ and
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* Historteal Handbosk of the Beformaed Chureh,”™ which were fllowed
twn veare later by hiz still mers imporiant woek Y Hlacory of the Reformed
Charch in the United Staces, [725-1702."

Other historiana bave sinca followed in the new avenues cpened by the
rezent discoveried, and bave completed and elabornted our bistery throogh
numerius monogfaphs ar comprebensive ropresentaiions, Jike Hew, Dr.
Dubbe® ateeactive and doligatdul book ** The Reformed Chureh o Peoo-
gylvania,”™ Lancaster, 1902,

Tut the new doouments have by no mean: been exhousted, nor I8 the
kunwladge of our local history corcplete. The present volume proves the
foroer nod adds oronsideraldy to the Jattor, The wother §z peealiarly ficted
o eogaga in historleal work. For twonty-five yesrs Liz presa has been
zanding out bocke denlivg with Refurmed Choreh history, among which
we may meation the follewlog: D0 Y, Heisler, * Fathers of the Germon
Refermed Charch,” Vol Vi, Rending, 1880 €, 4 Weiser, "A Mooograph
of tha New Oochenboppen nod Grent Swump Reformed Charge, 1730-
1851, Reading, 1387 ; Theadere Appal, * Recalleticns of Qollege Life at
Murshalt College,™ HReading 1E8A; J0 1. dead, * The Origin of the He-
formed Churell im Germaoy,” Headipg, 1837; DN Y. Helsler, *The
Fatherg of the Reformed Charch ' Val, VI, Lasding, 158%; Thomsz M.
Yuedt, A History of Bethany Orpbans’ Home," Reading, 138%; J. L
tiood, ** Rambles Bound Heformed Laods,” Besding, 1559 A, I, Kremer,
A BEographieal Sketeh of John Willlamsen Nevin, D, D, LL D"
Reading, 1890 J. L Good, ¥ History of the Reformed Church of Ger.
mainy, [BI0-1380," Feadlng, 1884 ; J, L Good, " Hiztocy of the Heformed
Choreh o the United Stees. 1726-1702," Reading, 1809; @, B, Weiser,
% The Life of Conrad Waiser,” sesond edition, Reading, 1399 Danisl Mil-
ler, “ Histary of the Reformed Chureh in Beadlng, Po,” Heading, 1005,
Begides theas the author bas publizhed 3 nomber of sormon books, weltten
by Heformed ministers, ns woll ag other beoke caleninted to instruct and
adify our pacple.

In the presant veloome che aicthar bed availed biecself of the rich store-
honzo of the Holland docoments, as well as of the many bistorieal articlen
whicl have appeared from to tlce in Liz paper, Reronuen Cavics Hpo-
o, He bas prescoted bis mateefal in numersus eketehes, whish are
well ndapred to bring out the mopny=sided sharscter of our history.

May thia now weotribution 1o cur bistory 46 its share in keeping green
tbe memory of gur fathers, their herais etruggles and ardaces Isbora,
May [t increase in our peopls thelr tove for aod devotion to their balovod
Choreh, and lead them to n beiver realization of the bleed beritzge which
hae boen handed down to them. Wi, J, HINKE

Philadelphia, Aogust, 1906,
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