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FOUR-FOOTED FAVOURITES.
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- Fnteohuetion,

A merpY party of childron had assembled at Merton
Hall at Chrigtmas, Boveral familiea of consins of all
ages had met to enjoy the holidays together in their
grandfather’s large old-fushioned hovee, They had
hoped for frosty weather and oob-door ammesments,
and what was their dizssppointment when the day after
their arrival was one of thess dark, dreary, hopelesaly
rainy days g0 common in December. Ths eky was all
of -dull dark grey,—not & break in the clouds to give
the least hope of anything but covetsob min Tha
children amueed themselves st fvet with games in the
homge, and ran up and down etairs and round the old
hall i1 they wera weary.

1 had eatablished rywslf in my quiet study to anewer
a number of letters that had been accumulating for
some time In my writing-desk, when the door was
softly opened, and my favourite nisoe, little Rose, came
quistly in, leading her pet dog by a ribbon which she
Lad tied round its neck. Deaor little Fose know that
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she was alwaye & wolcome visitor, she was o quiet and
g0 gentle, and could Leep e still as a little mouse when
she saw I did nof wish to be disturbed. She said she
waa “tired of play;" and she established hersell com-
fortably in the large arm-chair by my bright fire, whils
her little pot reated at her foct.

Beoze and I, however, wers not allowed to remain
long undisturbed. The rest of the party, *tired of
play,” too, and enxious for some quieter kind of amuse-
ment, soon came to ask foe “a story” T looked in
dismay at the letters still unanswered; snd the sight
of Roee and her pet sugpeosted an expedient for giving
vecupation to all the children. I proposed that, instead
of my telling them cone story, each ghould furnish a
story for the amusement of all. I gave them, s a
sabject, " Btories about Pets,” snd advisod themn to go
to the library, and try if every one of them ecould find
an amueing atory about some pet animel  The stories
wera then to be written omf, rolled up aod put inio a
vase, from which, when all were finished, we might
draw one at random snd read it alond. Esch was to
exert his or het ingenuity iu finding the most intereating
story, or the most sinrular pet,

The plon succesded admirably, nnd furnished ocoou-
pation and amuscment not only for that dreary day of
rain, but for many a day afterwards. The stories were as
various ae the ages and tastes of the party nssembled.
In offering the collection for the amusemsnt of other
children, we are aure that the warlety is so great that
thero will be something to suib the taste of every one.
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