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INTRODUCTION.

B A Voter's Version of the Tife and Charscter of Douglas
in intended here a history of that grest statesman, drawn from
all Enown sources of the troth, transforming into simple state-
ment of tha trath as a}-;wﬁendnd much that is extravagant
mn other histories of Dovglas, amd dependent wholly on the
vigor and beauty of the wruth for its attractivensss,

T'he writer has heen urged to undertake this version, nut by
4 commitiee, lut by volors us such.  When the work was first
suzgesicd 1o him, he had seeming reasons for reganding it with
strong repugnance, And he was not easily induced to under-
take it.

T appear before the public, with whatever cureful explana-
tion, a4 the aathor of a Tife and Charseter of Douglas, iz to
rigk the imputation of an undue eagerness to figure as a peolis
tician.  Weasons which the author need not here advance,
make him cspreially desirous te avoid that imputation.

But each voler, us such, has a duty to perform at present,
of which few have had cxamples. The appromching contest
at the polls may be well deseribed as an expected but a quite
unprecedented frial of idens, interests, and relations. Puerls



4 INTRODTCTION,

attempts to ridienle this notion will not hide from thinking
volers ils entire agreement with the frath.  In view of it u
valer who is thought to bave it in Tis power to prodoce a ver-
aion, sueh as that attempted in this volume, of the Tife and
Character of Douglas, iz, pechaps, obliged to vield to such sng-
gestions as wers made, as already intimated, to the author.

Having so determined, the writer began o collite the ac-
counts of Douglis, with a view 1o the Intended version. As
he more and more became sequainted with the order of events
wlrendy known 1o hioy, and sdded to his knowledoe of the
early life of Douglas, the bare sense of duty grew into a
pleasure. Now, Lo freely owng it iz 8 matior of deiirs 10
traee the outlings of the Life and Characier of Dooglas,

Prejudices marked the first aequainanee of the writer with
the history of Dhonglas.  Opposition to the # Little (Glant”
drew the unthor even into public proaminencs semo yuirs azo.
And theugh, after that forever memorable amd brever gloriows
twentyisecond day of March, when Douglas faged the centu-
vies wilh his scl-vindication, prejudices fled from cvery dis-
criminating mind, and he who writes this volume hastened
with unnumbered others to ackoowledgs lis correction, it was
only in sssembling the maicrials of s pmducﬁuﬁ that the
writer Degan to tuke the troe dimensions of the greainoss
embodieil in the renl life and character of Douglas.

Inn that vesl life and character is such an Mustration of or-
derly developed strength, of conckanily pursned desim, of
thoroughly claborated great conceptions, az alone makes the
historinn prond in presence of his subjoct, Add fo this, the
exaltation won by sn unfuvored, young, and unimposing emi-
grant o & new seene of action, and you Lave such a life and
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characler to conteruplate as any writer may be happy to
deseribe for any parpose.  In the simplest history of the
career of Donglas, amd the least fdealized conception of his
charactor, we stem to penetrate the region of romanee.  And
thongh ne steed caprrisened, no bumishod armor, no chivalrs
sallantry of any kind, appesr, in the historic reproduction of
the lifie of Donglas, gallantry of & far higher order heee cnliss
our admiration.

But the reader must not faney that the writer i in danger of
lormetting his design to make a velers—nol # powts—version
af the Tl of Donglas,  While no staleliness of manner is in-
tended, and while nataral affection for the groatnsss nenifested
in the life and charsctor of Douglis will be suffered its frec
play, this hisi‘or-jr ghall eonstantly cndeavor to support its title,

I desieey and T intend, to lay before the public a trup vuters
version, as slrealy defined, of the mosi interesing facts eom-
posing the earver amd indivating the proclivities of Thanslas,

Snch g version ought (o be seceptable to all who mean (o
take the least eoucern in the approsching contest at the polls,
T vught to be aecepiable at the South, because in its agroe-
ment with the msl sentiment of Novthern States it cannot be
“incendiary.””  TL onght io be aeceptable at the North beewuss
in its whole seope and spirit it is isdispesed to any sort of
novel doctrine, touching slavery or any other inferest. It
oughi to be aceeptable In every division of the Union, since
its principles are those on which the safeguards of the Tnion
ever must depend. .

With reference, however, to certain very public, perma-
nently attered, unrecanted, and, perhaps, never-to-be retracted
doetrines of the writer, it may be (loeaily) ohjected, that Lis
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version of the Life and Character of Douglas will be biased,
pectional, illiberal, unfit w be addressed to South and North
alike.

1If ohjection such as this be hinted, answer may be found
without offence to any, and yet with strict rogard to truth,

The writer, then, in answer to the suppesition of the posst-
ble objection, simply asks the Bouthern velor o examine all
that follows ere deciding that this prodoction iz, by implication
even, in faoatical contempt of constitetional considerations.
Rightly understoed, the record of the wrisr—earefully made
up with reference o slavery—is equally remote from the
funaticisin of the North and the fanatician of the South, To
Jjustify this zentence may, hereafter wnd elsewhere, become
the duly of the author.  For the preseot, he contents himself
with simply statfng, that he never lus been touched wide the
ineendiary quality of anti-slavery opitiona; adding, however,
that even if the fact bad been quile othorwise, e would now
be ready to lay on tho sltar of the platform and the nemina-
tion made: ub Baltimore by the troe roprosentatives of the
Nutivnal Democracy, the offering of jusily roconsidered views,
of liberally moderted fecling, of an honest purpose 1o re-
nounce all mere extravamanes of @il deseriptions.  I1, thore-
fore, from time to time us we proceed, the anthor fairy, freely,
but respectfully remimd our brethren of the ardent lutitudes
of thingz which they appesr to have forgotles, snd protest
agaiust their lately kindled scorn of things which all Amerd-
cang should reverenie, he will slso testify, throughout, that the
cotton, flowers in the midst of noble virtues, and that the
snvanoa and the prairie should Lo friends. While he diserms
the evil of misunderstanding or of misbehavior at the South,
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he will not overlook the evil of misonderstanding or of misbe-
havior at the North.

The rush, the ever-varying excitemeont, the quickly altering
conditions of a Presidential Canvass, do not often favor the
production of & work like that here offered to the votera of the
Urion.

But no Prezidential Canvass, of whatevoer date, could ever
b regarded as a simple imitation of the Presidential Canvass
that preeeded it Our peoply, and their ohjects of concern,
are incessantly passing into novel and, to somo exient, guite
unexpected conditions and relations.  Even thoir opinicns alter,
necessarily, with greater froquency and preater quickness, as
well as far more madieslly, than a superficial view of our Te-
publican experiment would be able to recomealc with rational
stability of charseter in government or people. There is als
ways what may be disdinguished, qoite respeetfully, as the uo-
fixed or floating vole, and there are always partisans onable
longer to continue their support of the party theretofore pro-
ferzeal by them, At present, many are in the just indicated ease.

Arnd there are alse at the present moment, quile uneounied,
even quite undreamed of, by the politicians, men wha will per-
mit no precedent declarstion of opinion or of preference, no ab-
surd pretension Lo eonsistency, no sors of selfishoess, to keep
them from the asecetainment, or fo shackle them in the per-
tormance, of their public duty in this year of grace and plenty,
s, it seems quite evident, that whatever may be done by
way of preparation for November, all the calealations of mere
politicians will be mosked when prepuration shall have eeazed,
and the inevitable “ I is accomplished !” shall reward the pa-
triot or cursethe plotter.  Seek the mest capricious of the winde,
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and you shall better caleulate its courses than the changes
which will end in blessing or in bale hefore the ides of Maveh.
The process of corvection—sel“oorreetion—may be quiet, or
the progress of fansticism may boe frantic.  Decades of mere
days may witness the extinguishment and the revival of (he
prospects now apparently the best, or now apparently the worst.

The considerstions which I have prezented secm Lo show
that such & work as that here offered Lo the public 35 not ont

"of time. ‘The declaration of one of our great men, that Le
had sworn upon the altar of his eonsclenes, eternal hostidity o
cvery form of tyranmy, is evidently applicable now to that
sel-tyranny, i which we somedimes mutilate the righis of son-
science.  INo American iz worthy of his riehts to-duy, if Le
permits himsell to be a slave to that worst form of mental
despotism, the pride of self-consistency.

There muy be places, where deliberately fixed opintons, pref-
ercnens, and associations, may be treated as unalicrable. Dut
in our Ameriey, all 15 exporiment. We work out 1nour logis-
lation, in oor voting, in cur public action of all kinds, the prop-
ositions that appear to us us principles of policy. We often
fnd that we have been mistaken. Then, there is no time to
lose. A wingle vote may muke amendment of the error
Though we bear no magic © Prestol change ™ wo gquickly
maove in the direction indicated by our wizh of bettrrment.

However this may be in general, iL mast peove so ol present,
Herw are interests inestimable exposed to peril.  One fll-given
vote may rend an empire. Ong ill-taken step may lead to
in.  Chne gelf-congquest may preserve the Tanion.,

Sneers at views like fhese will hardly show their :ﬁl"al_'j'..
If they are really absurd, then all the Lopes, wherever enter-



