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No. 1683 Revenux Boarp Orrick,
Forr St. Grorox,
Frow B. CUNLIFFE, Esa. 4h July 1855.
Secretary to the Board of Revenue,

To J D. BOURDILLON, Esq.
Secretary to Government, Revenus Department.
SiR,
I am directed by the Board of Revenue to forward for the information of the Right Honor-
able the Governor in Council, the enclosed St Nos. 1 to 28 exhibiting the Settl
of the Land and Extra Revenues of thia Presidency for the Fusly year 1268 (1853-54.) In ac-
cordance with the instructions given by Government in the final para. of Extract from Minutes
) . of Cansultation, dated 6th November 1854, the ived from
Pide ;Q;'I;“l‘;m’"?"" * the Commissioner of the Northern Circars are blended with those pre-
fm'\ S pared for the districta under the Board's management ns far as the dif-
ferences in their fixed systems permit, so that the general state of the revenues may be seen at
one view and cheervations will be offered on the causes by which
Dated ‘5‘&1.3{;’1 1855, they have been affected in the districts under the Board's control.

The Report of the C H for the North Circars whick
* 1 Ganjam. huheenforwu‘deﬂtulhn]ionrdfwthuyurpmofhdnglmd
2 Plagopatem.  yofire @ similar explanation for the 5 districts®
3 amh'palm.' comprised in his charge.
5 Guntoor. 2. The Collectorates under the management of the Board are the
same as in the preceding year.

e

In their last report the Board gave s short account of the revenue system which prevails
in eu'.h distriet and of the principal sources of :mg:tum upon which their cultivation depends.
‘They will therefore limit th lves on this ibing the season under review with
its effects on the revenues, and then offer such axplmhnn and remarke as the various statements
now submitted require,

4, The season in Fusly 1263 was of a peculiazly unfavoursble nature throughout the dis-
tricts in the centre and on the eastern side of the Peninsula. The early showers which are ex.
pected in May and June from the South West monsoon proved so scanty that the first dry cropa
were limited in extent and gave & partial yield, These cropa comsisting principally of Cumboo,
Cholum and Raghy are sown in June and reaped in September, and as they fumish the principal
food of the lower orders, their deficiency seriously augmented the distress which the extensive
failure of the principal harvest afterwerds caused. In October the North East monsoon com-
mences ; but though it brought at first an average supply and enabled eultivation to be actively
undertaken, it suddenly ceased early in Ncrfe!mber leavmg the crops on the dry !.md.l to perish
from drought, while the tanks, and in some i the river cb s also, ived a supply of
water insufficient to bring the wet crops to maturity.

5. Of the two districts on the Western Coast where the South West monsoon ia never
known to fail entirely, Canara enjoyed & favorable season ; but in Malsbar the rains were less
timely and regular ; its #nd erop which depends chiefly on the North East monsoon yielded, in
particular, & short out-turn, and the season was regarded on the whole as unusually adverse.
Throughout the remainder of the Presidency, commencing with Tinnevelly at the Southern apex
Iy
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of the Peninsula and extending to Nellore on the cosst, and Bellary and Kumool on our north-
ern frontier, the annual rains were seriously deficient. The Ceded districts, the Carnatic and
the Collectorates situated in the centre of the Peninsuls, all suffered from drought, though in
unequal degrees. In Madura, Salem and Coimbatore, the crops were generally secured and high
prices compensated the ryots for short produce; but the other districts were less favored, and
Tanjore, Bellary and Neliore were conspicucus for their losses. Distress was also great in the
two diviai of Arcot, Chingl Tinnevelly and parts of Kurnocl and Cuddapah. Prices
rose in some places to a famine lmght, and loss of 1ife a8 well as much additional suffering would
have ensued but for the liberal measures of Government in opening the ports, giving employment
to the poorer classes on public works, and sanctioning remissions in the land revenue.
6. The Board have added to the statements submitted last year, a register of the monthly
*  rain returns for each district,® whick in a season like the one under re-
* No. 8 view possesses peculiar interest, It shews that the annual fall in each
district was as fellows :

.
Avsrage throughout
At Head station, the Diabrict,

Tncher.
1. 15-311
2. 23-581
3. £9-081
4, 9-857
5. 23-568
6. 30-528
7. 84:530
8. AUTB8
9, 22-911
10. 9418
11. 14-622
12, 23-580
13. 85926
14. 16:815
15, m
16, 5:394

According to the Rapslm-kapt at ﬂ:u Mndru Ohserubory from 1813-to 1854, the annual
average | fall on that part of the Coromandel Coast is 40 inches. On the Western Coast 120 inches
is d an ordinary , though a less quantity suffices for the cultivation if the rains
are timely in their “and fall at ive intervals. At Bellary the register kept
at the Garrison Hospital during the last 18 years gives an annual-mean of 18 inchea.

7. It will therefore be obperved thatin all the districts, except Canara, the raina were
scanty, and that an ive and lang inned drought d in November, the critical
period of the year when the main harvest of the country is at stake. But in some places the
rains were even more deficient than thia statement shows, and in parts of the Bellary District
where the drought was most severe, the full did not exceed 3} inches. The season was also
marked by its eapriciousness. In Kumool, some heavy temporary rain filled the chief tanks,*

while in the adjoining distriets of Cuddapah and Bellary they were left
* Tanks which received urnsupplied. The rivers also exhibited & similer irregularity. The
full supply. . Cauvery which imigutes Tanjuze and Trichinopoly came down in an
Iita 1his lmost unpracedented flood in July, and afterwards had only scanty
Bellary 776 21 freshes, The Kistmah which, like the Cauvery, flows from the Western
Cuddapah 3687 817 Ghauts, hrought a destructive inundstion to Kurnool in the same month,
while. the other rivers and especially those whieh dnpemi on the North
Esst monsoon, the Pennsar in Netlore, the Palaar in Chingleput, the Gudd P and
Vellaur in South Arcot and the Tambraposruy in Tinnevelly, all failed to furnish the usual
amount of irrigation. One alleviating feature marked the season. The early rains of the North
East monsoon in October and the beginning of November were sufficient in the Southern
Districts to prevent the wells failing until the principal crops dependent on them had been secured.
In Tenjore indeed they were injuriously heavy; but. from the middle of November to June, 2
general drought prevailed, interrupted only in North Arcot by a severe hail storm in March
which did moch damage to the crops then on the ground. i

R,
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8. The character of the year being #0 excoptional, it was to be expected that its sanitary
state would not be favorable, Cholera, fever and small pox were prevalent even in places where
no want of rain had been experienced as in Canars and on the Neilgherry hills, though most vi-
rulent in the districts where the drought and scarcity were most severe, Full statistical details
on thia subject are not hefore the Board, and objections might be entertained to making a minute
enquiry with the only agency which is now available; but in Tanjore the deaths by cholera are

computed at 22,100 and in Bellary at 15,269, The Collectors’ reports

P ion according 10 ghow that they paid attention to Vaccination and successfully extended
m mml 676, oss its benefits by the aid of the Subordinate Medical Officers who accom-

Bc . 1,220,509, paoied them on their circuits. Among the agricultural stock of the

ryots, extensive losses ocenrred from murrain as well as from a want of

fodder and water, In Bellary, where the greatest loss was sustained, 248,734 head of cattle, or
31 per cent. of the stock of the district, ate calculated to bave perished.

9. The Board cannot omit adverting in this place to the signal proof which the year under
review affords, of the value of works of imrigation and of the encouragement which has been re-
cently given to land holders to sink private wells by exempting them from any extra taxation.
Besides the additional produce and revenue which is obtained from irrigated land and which ia
computed to exceed that from unirrigated land in the proportion of & to 1, the greater security
of its cultivation in unfavourable seasons makes its aid invaluable in averting or mitigating timen
of dearth and famine, while the forage which it supplies for the live stock of the ryots is another
important benefit. In Cuddapah and the Southern and Northern Divisions of Arcot where
private wells have hitherto been either free or taxed indulgently, much produce was saved by
their aid, to the enrichment of the cultivatora and the relief of the general distress, The same
remark applies to tracts of wet land under some of the various river channels and anicuts ; for
example, the river Talooks in Trichinopoly and the Iands under the great tanks supplied by
the lower Coleroon and Vellaur anicuts in South Areot, and though periodical years of distress
from the oecasional failure of the monsoons must always be looked for, it may confidently be
expected that under the improvement which hes alresdy been made and is yearly extending,
times of dearth and suffering will both be rare and less severe.

10. As the state of the grain markets will be alluded to in a further part of this report, it
will only be observed here that the average prices of the principsl graina taken for the entire year
and throughout the whole Presidency exhibit a rise of from 41 to 62 per cent. But in many
places the ordinary food of the people was double its usual price, and in some instances during
the greatest pressure of the scareity, it rose to nearly treble its usual rate. Cm the whole the
distress was borme with patient endurance; but it wes necessary in some places to take extrs
precautions to protect the bazaars and grain when in transit, and food riots ocourred in Nellore,
Trichinopoly, Madras and some other towns.

11. The disastrous nature of the season d the early ion of Go and
the Board, and on the sudden cessation of the North East monsoon in the middle of November,
measures were taken to prevent and moderate as far as possible the anticipated distress, Reports
were obtained of the agricultural prospects of each district and the stock of grain on hand—the
ports were opened and periodical statements shewing the range of prices in the different districts and
their exports and imports of grain were published for the information of the mercantile commu-
i . mity. Arrangements were also made for the employment of the distress-

Kamjore Collaclor's o] pact of the pupulation on public works, and Collectars were empow-
Gwmmdm ered to grant those extra indulgences in the settlement of the Land Re-
on IMA‘thBM. venue which their reports shewed to be requisite under the peculiarly
Bellary Reports da- unfavorsble state of the season, After the completion of the settlement
iﬁ;%ﬁ October and  glgq, the two Districts which sustained the grestest loss, Tanjore and
wember 1854 g jally? reported d Go ¢ will th
of the Member of the DPL8Tys were apecially?® rep upon, and Government will there-
_gm i tovi- fore be prepared for a large temporary falling off in the public revenue.
#it the District,® The settlement of the land and extra sources of revenue are shown in
the following statement and give a net decrense of Rupeees §2,57,728, or 8} per cent. on the
result of the preceding year.

* From Taojors 7 in C. 29th June 1854,



Extra Bources.
1 De-
1262 1263 erinss.
Ra. Rs. Rs. Ra.
L Chinglopnt - 4,65,772| 302,346 ...... [1,58,4%
2. Salem = - 207,561 2,00227 1,666 ......
3. Madurs - - 5,10,867| 4,69,945( ......
4, Nellora - - 5,70,843| 5,17,219] ...... 53,624
5. North Arcot - 1,72,699] 1,77,127| 4,428] ......
6. South Arcot - 12| ... | 345,757 4,56,530| 4,34,602] ... 22,028
7. Tanjore - - 41,64,266] 42,89,465|1,25,208| ... | §41,441] BBE,TE5| .. 6,656
8, Trichinopoly - 65,962 60,341 65,350, 5,008| ...
9. Tinnevelly - 1,81,054| 5,72,705| 587,675 14,870 ......
10. Bollary E 6,042
11, Cuddspsh -
12. Coimbators E 951
13. Canara - - . 1,57,080
14, Malabar - - 65[ vieene 2,854,690
15. Madrss - - 1, 51 51 ......
16, Kurnool - - 4,191
Total...| 8,02,91, 158 5,14,824 14,324 6,78,510
Total...|32,57,725
12. It will be remsrked thet the land revenne exhibits an increase in the 3 Collectorates
of Canara, Madras aud Tanjore. In the first, the favorabl of the year maintained the revenue
at the high piteh to which it has gradually risen, and in the second, the assessment fluctuates
little with variations of season, isting, as it does, principally of a quit rent levied on ground

oceupied with houses. But the fact of an apparent increase of land revenue in Tanjore, when
that district bas beer named as one which suffered moast from the distress of the year, calls for
explanation. The cause is to be found in the peculiarity of the Oolungo a system under which a
large portion of ita villages ace settled. In them the assessment is raised or lowered, sccording
as the price of grain sinks balow or rises above the standard price, and in the present year when
rica rose 66 per cent. (Fovernment were entitled on this account to an incressed revenue of

Rupees 6,66,688, which sum is accordingly ineluded in the settl but in ideration of the
losses which the land awners sustained in tlua nnd. the prseedlng year when Tanjore was visited
by a d d were pleased to remit*

* Eetract from M Rupees 408,010 of this domand, sad thus practically instend of an
Tth September 1854, increase of Rupees 1,25209, the land revenue fell off in this district
slso to the amount of Rupees 2,82,801.

18. TIn examining how far the unfavorable nature of the season has diminished the land

Revenue, the following st bas been prepared shewing a d of Rupees 39,45,989.
. |Remission for en|
D“"”:j:fn Colti-lie loss of en Total,
MO, and short produce,
Rupees. Rupees,
1. Chingleput . 1,68,140 1,189,845 2,87,985
2, Balem ... 25,921 2,586 28,507
3. Madura . B 25,893 10,391
4. Nellore.... 42,285 2,25,453 5,67,688
5 North Arcot . 2,68,278 1,79,681 4,47,
6. South Areot . 1,396,564 2,20,003 4,56,
7. Tanjore ... Fi 7,08,730 7,08,730
8. Trichinepoly . 68,088 16,023 84,056
9. Tinnevelly . 3 370,697 38,70,697
10.  Bellary. 6,08,250 1,12,579 715,629
11. Cuddapah 2,563,340 20,275 2,783,615
12.  Coimbatore » 2,190 190
13. Censra..... " 7 e
14.  Malabar 11,212 » 11,212
15. Madras, il i
16. Kumool i 51,388 51,388
10,02866 | 90,143,198 20,465,080
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This aceount does not inelude Rupees 4,08,010 speciaily remitted by Government in Taz-
jore, because this item and such portion of the revenue arrears as it may be necessary hereafter
to write off, are left to balance the gain which has occurred to Govern-
A 5. ment from the Oolungoo system in Tinnevelly and Tanjore, and from
B’fif?ﬂf‘t?:x; the extended cultivation under wells and channels which was ealled into
" roads tili Sept. activity by the exigency of the season wherever irrigation was found
1854,......12,28,270 nvailable, In the "Extra sources” of revenue, a decrease amounting

i 10,000

Coimbalore to shout twa end » half Iacks under the head of Salt, Frontier customs,
g,“‘“"?f" Exports by Sea in the provinces and Moturpha, is also attributable to
N:E:: . the unfavorable nature of the season, which checked trade by causing

North Areot _"g]'ga',r a deficiency of water and forage for carriage cattle; and as far aa the

South Arcot ...28,394 Board have at present information, all the Bills not having yet come in,

T7,65,087. the expenditure in providing employment for the distressed population

amounts to 17,68,027. In the Departments thexefore which come under

the Board's cognizance, the drought appears to heve affected the finances of Government to the
amount of sixty lacks or £600,000 sterling.

14. Remarks will now be offered on the which are submitted to illustrate the
details of the settlement under review; but it seems proper first to notice briefly, the cccasions’
upon which the ordinary rules were departed from, for the purpose of affording the land holders’
relief under their unusually severe losses.

The remissions for withered crops were granted on a more liberal scale than in ordinary
years, and were allowed on unirrigated as well as on irrigated lands. It is not usnal to give re-
mission for the failure of dry produce, because the assessment is fixed only for a single erop; and
generally when the first sowing fails, the ryot is able to raise some other produce during the
course of the year; but on this cccasion the season was so disastrous and the produce was so
scanty on those lands where the crops were harvested, that remission was allowed for failure of
produce on both irrigated and unirrigated lands. In Tanjore full remission was granted in some
of the irrigated villages for the unproduetive and uncultivated fields on condition that the
M idars paid the on their other lends, instead of leaving the crops to be reaped
and divided by the Government servants, as they have the power of deoing in bad seasons; and
the exercise of which privilege on this occasion would huve overwhelmed the Collector's establish-
ment, and in some of the dry villages the crops were made over to the land holders on estimate
for a similar reason,

In the two districts of North and South Arcot besides the remissions for withered crops, a
per centage reduction was allowed, with the sanction of the Board, on all the wet and dry lands
on account of the general scantiness of produce. In Tinnevelly, permission was given to the
Tyots to raise dry grain crops in the rice lands for which water waas deficient, paying only a por-
tion of the usual assessment.

With the shove exceptions, the settlement was condueted in the usual manner, though mere
than ordinary liberality was shown in sllowing reductions for cowle lands left waste and for fields
only partially cultivated.

I5. Statement No. 1 details the districts under the management of the Board, with the
number of their Talooks, and Statement No. 2 shows their villages and
Statement Nos. 1 and hamlets. The latter is prepared in a dlightly different form from that of
2, the preceding year, villagea under one year's rent being separated from
6th November 1854 p. the ryotwary villages in d with the i ions of G
gé‘{g;ﬂ“dﬁ f;é';' In comparing it with the statement of last year, some fluctuations are
v " spparent, giving & net increase of 10 villages and 845 hamlets. In the
previons statement, some of the Tanjore villages were alone entered, their subsidiary hamlets be-
ing inadvertently omitted, and the number of Grovernment or ryotwar villages is always Liable
to vary, as what are termed villages in the thinly inhabited and hilly districts consist often of
tracts of land without a single permanent house, and they are brought into or taken out of the
statement according as they are partially cultivated by temporary settlers or left entirely waste.
The decrease of 1 village and 4 hamlets in Malabar arises from their transfer to the French Go-
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wernment for whom they had been held under m.ln:gem:nt since the peace in 1815, in conse-
quence of a dispute 1 ding their bound The 4 in the number of permanently set-
tled, Peliput and Shotriem villages is owing to resumptions on account of lapses or their falling
into arrears.

18. Statement No. 3 contains & summary of the works of irrigation in each district. Being
a quinquennial return, its entries are the same ss in the preceding year, except that the Board
_ have been able to add to it the details for Tanjore. It is still an evidently imperfect statement,
and exertions will be made to have it prepared with fullness and care on the next occasion. It
is a document which will possess much interest as shewing the addition made to the resources of
the country by the increase of private wells under the new rule, which allows the land holders whe
ineur the outlay of sinking them to reap the entire benefit. The privilege has already come into
active operation, and its benefits are specially alluded to by the Cellectors of Madura, Coimba-
tore, Tanjore, Salem and Trichinopoly, With reference to the remack made by Government on
the little difference in the number of wells and tenks entered for the
m}"“z?mtp&: Chingleput district, the Board are led to believe that the entries may
"™ not be erroneous, as that district contains an unusual number of =mall
tanks and ponds (tangals,} and the land holders have been discouraged from sinking wells by the
additionsl taxation hitherto placed on lands thus brought uader irrigation,

17.  The next three Statements Nos, 4, § and 6 furnish statistical detuils of the agricultural
stock, the general population, and the number of land holders, or Puttadars, in each district,
Being prepared quinquennially, these statements correspond with those which accompanied the
last report, except that the details for Tanjore are newly given in No, 8, information is still de~
fective for some districts and will be hereafter supplied,

18. The rent roll of the different districts, North Areot excepted, i given in 8

No. 7; and as this is also & quinquennial return, it is founded on last year’s data, but has been
expanded for the purpose of showing the different classes into which the cultivators are divisible
seccording to the size of theirholdings. The instructions given by Government in Para, 16 of their
remarks on last year's report have been followed as closely a3 the information at the Board's
command allowed, and in the ensuing year the details for North Arcot will be included. The
present statement shows 12,84,972 single Puttahs or sep holdi the average pay on
each being Rupees I8 ; but no less than 7,86,766 Puttahs are under Rupees 10, and give an
average payment of only Rupees 3. The districts whigh contain the largest number of substan.
tinl proprietors may be thyus arranged. i

No, of Proprictors paging Average of Puttaks

abova 100 Rupeer, or holdings.

Ra A, P,

8,710 3012 8

3,941 22 4 8

8,639 84 2 2

2,760 1518 ¥

2,426 g2l

2,389 85 5 5

The Board would however repest that in reality large properties are more numerous than this
return shows, as many individuals and families possess several estates ar holdings, for each of which
& separate puttah is entered in this retwrn ; and it may also be observed that although the ryotwary
systom is-supposed to lend to small holdings, the prineipal esuse of the minute subdivision of land
is to be found in the Hindoo law of inheritance, which enables any member of a family to call
for a division of its ancestral estate and would therefore have influence under any revenue
system, That small holdings are not inconsistent with a value attached to land and may be
accompanied by prosperity and comfort is shown by the three districts of Canars, Malabar
and Cuddapeh where the revenue is collected with facility and the ryots are generally in easy cir-
cumstances, The Collegtor of Tanjore observes that there are several larger proprietors in.his



