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' Cleanse then ma feom sooret fanls.” — Pea. xix. 12

#Tha King's dsughtar ia all glorlons within: her clothing
8 of wrought gold.” — Pus. xlv. 15,
THE religion of Christ has something to say

to every man, woman, and child, in every

relation, on every day, in every experience of life,
It is not gomething for Sundays, and for prayer-
meetings, and for gmick-rooms, death-beds, and
funerals: it is just ag moeh for the school-reom,
the play-ground, the store, the kitehen, the street.
‘Wherever you may chance to be, if you listen
you will hear a voice bebind yon whispering,
% Thig is the way; walk ye in it® The Bible
ie the Word of God, our Father's will eoncerning
his children; and it has something fo say ecach
day, at every point of experience, to every one of
us. I want to help the pgirla and young women, if
I can, to hear a little of what Christ has to say to
them.

Tt is good for us to see ourselves as others see
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us. Hence, I have asked a number of Christian
young men to give me anewers to certain ques-
tions, and from these I have guoted in this famil-
iar talk., I take two of these questions, viz.:

1 “What are some of the most common fanlts
in young women of your acquaintance 7

2. “What are some of the essential slements
of character in your ideal of troe young woman-
hood 27

‘We shall think then of common faults and of
ideals. The firat toxt I have chosen is a prayer
for the cleansing of fanlts. The sepond iz a
deseription of the life that ploases God.

S {Jleapse thou me from secret faults.” Is there
ons of na who does not from deepest heart pray
this prayer # I pity that man or that woman who
dees not long to he cured of faults, whatever they
are, however painful or ocostly their removal
may be.

Bome one says, —and the words are worthy of
being written in gold, —“ Count yourself richer that
day you discover s new fanlt in yourself, —not
richar because it is there, but richer becanse it ia
no longer a hidden fault; and if you have mot
found all your faults, pray to have them revealed
to you, even if the revelation must come in & way
that hurts your pride.”
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Mr. Ruskin bas this word also for young women :
s Make sure that however pood you may be, you
have faults; that however doll you may be, you
can find out what they are; and that howewer slizhe
they may be, you had better make some patient
effort to get quit of them. . . . Therefore see that
no day passes in which you do not make yourself a
somewhat better creature; and in order to do that
find oot first what you are wow. ... If you do
not dare to do this, find out why you do not dare,
and try to get strength of heart enough to look
yourself fairly in the face, in mind a8 well as in
body. . . . Always have two mirrors on your toilet
table, and see that with proper care yeu dress both
the mind and bedy before them daily.”

Thess words show us the importance of the
prayer: *Cleanss thou me from secrot fanlts”
We all have our faults, which mar the beauty of
our lives in the eyca of othors, Every noble soul
desires to grow out of all faults, to have them cor-
rected. The smallest fanlt mars the heauty of the
character; and ome who seeks to possess only
#whatsoevar things ara Iovcly " wrill be eager to
be rid of whatever iz faulty. Ofttimes, however,
wa do not Enow our own faults: we are uneon-
seious of them. We cannot ses ourselves as oth-
erg g8 us. The friend does us a true kindmess
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who tells us of the things in our character, hab-
its, manners, which appear as blemishes, although
many people have too mumch vanity to be told of
their faults, They resent it as a personal insult
when one points out any blemish in them., But
this is most foclish shortsightedness. To learn
of a fault is an opportunity to add a new line of
beanty to the life, Our prayer each day should be
that God wonld show us our secret fanlis, whatever
messanger ha may send to point them out, and
then give ns grace to correet thewn.

The young men whao have replied to my question
concerning the feulta of young women have done
go in most kindly epirit, for to 2 noble soul it is
always an unwelcome task to find faulé: it is moch
easier to natne the beautiful things in thoss we
lova than the blemishes.

Several writers have referred to the matter of
dregs, Ome eays, “Toc much time iz given by
many young ladies to dressing. They searcely
think of anything olse’' Another names,  The
love of dress, the inordinate desire to execel their
companions in this partieular,” as among the com-
mon fanlts in young women, adding that it has led
many of them to ruin. Another saye they like to
make themeelves attractive by conspicuona colors,
and suggests that if they would spend less time in
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shopping and more in some elevating occupation,
for example in making home brighter for brothers
and parents, it would be better.

“Following fashion to an extreme that is un-
becoming and often exfravagant; too grest at
tention to outward adernment at the expense of
inner adormnment,” another marks as & too prom-
inent fanlt. We all remember that Bt. Peter has
& word about dressing:  “ Whose adorning, let it
not be that outward adoming of plaiting the hair,
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;
but let it ba the hidden man of the heart, in that
which is not corruptible, even the ormament of a
meek and quiet apirit.” Ewvery younp woman
should dress well, that is, neatly, tastefully,
modeatly, whether she be rich or poor. Con.
spieuous dressing 18 always vulgar. True refine.
ment avoids anything showy and flashy : it never
dresses better than it can afford, and yet it is
always well dressed, even in simple muslir or plain
calico.

Another fanlt mentioned is the lzek of moral
earncsiness, * Frivolity, arising from want of
purpose in life,” one names, % sven the most sacred
doties and relations being marred by this frivo-
lousness. The best years of life are wasted in
small talk and siill smaller reading, tears and



