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PREFACE

[Wrbteen o 15875

ONCE asked an old friend, whoze income was ten times

greater than any personal use Lo which he could devote ity

why he speculated in stovks? His reply was that he did so

itr owder to keap his mind active.  Ulpon reflection, I sow
there was sound philssophy as well a8 Yankee shrewdness in the
old gentlemun’s answer,  He did ot wish the world to go by him,
bt was determined, so lumg us Lo Tieed in il to be of i to keep
abreasl of the times and in the swin, and he knew Lhe best way
o nevpanplish this was to dabble a little in Wall Strect, for the
stock cxchumges of the world are mireorz which reflact every
light and shadow upon their sovfaces. He might have set down
and Tmgged and reinvested his inowne, mishil heve grust into a
maldy nnisance, as mest mon do whe have money enly, and wlese
unly resourcs s Lo tall ahant it but he wisely preferced bo take
a hund in the eoberprises caier forward aronnd him, snd wear
out rather than roesh ook,

Having given up business some yeoars uge on account of il
hezlth, and determming upan wy recovery nut agmin lo beke
un netive hand in the dizzy mames that are played on the stock
exchange nud e Board of Leade, et ab Fhe same time wishing,
like my ofd Friend, to keep wy wind welive, § determined ta look
into the carly history of that scction of the Btale wheree T
was hom and jot down such things ws might be of inlercst
to meyveelf and possibly to others resident o the Guaese
Counlry.

Althourh my memory gocs back tu the tales of my grand-
fathers, who were pioneers of the ¢ighteenth contury, I found
myself lamentably ignorant of many importent and prominent
facts connected with our early history. Thelps and Gorham I
had indecd heard of, mt did nnt know that their purchase was
made [rom Lhe State of Masanchesetta, and not from WNew York.
Beobert Morris was a Pamiling name in connection will) Hevolu-
tionary history, but I wes unsware thet he had ever owned a
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poord of ground in this seetion,®  The London Assocntes, Sir
Willian Pultency, Williwe Ilernliy, and Patrick Colquboun; 1
bl never henrd menbioned in connection with pioneer alfairs.
“The Holland Furclinse " liud a familinr sound |':| my curs, bl
of the dutnils of thob important Eransaction I &new nobbimg.
Now, the fact that I was ignorant of lJocal history wanalid
be of no conseguence, and diserediable to me only provided
means of ready information oo the suhject were abt hand, and
that a fair proportion of taese aeonnd me posacssed soch informa-
tion. Hut ‘f.]'l-e'_',' da mat, for the 5i||||:'|i|- reasen Hmt ne compre
fensive history of Western New York 3 gow in coistence, Tor-
ner's volumes never b o peacen] cirewlation and hove fong heon
vut of print, It i= doubitful whether one in five hundreed of the
present residents on e Mussachuseits Pre-cmption ever snw them,
They are becoming rare bocks.  Oceasional copics are wdvertised
for sale at three to five times theie original cost, A dealer had
my arder more than three months before he was ahle to procure
for inea enpy of the * History of the Holland Purchase™ © The
Fhelps and Gorham Porehase * fx equally seaves,

Big and Lad as these volumes are, devoled s Lhey are to
wnlmost cyory su]:-iut vaccpt the one announced on the Gitle-pore,
if they were in free eirculation this history would nol have been
undertaken. For no ane knows bebter than 1 that Tdo not PUESTEE
a literary faculty or a good * style,™ sond am not well equipped
either by nature, sthudy, or practice for the task T hove sct
mysell.  But somcthing needed to ha done, and done promptlv.
Our encly wnnsls weree fast slipping away feom the minds and
memosies of men. The plooeer s o longer liere to reconnt
the story of struggle and privation. The ring of his axe and
the erack of his rifle dicd wway ag the teilichl began 1o gulber
round the declining vears of the ninctoonth conture, Mot one
reriaing whose farm was Y articled ™ to him by Thelps and Gar-
hamy, andd prrabnbly none who remembers when William and James
Wadsworth setfled in the Genesee Vallov. T found that the
wyoung men ard women mwrawing up ahout me, the oneration that
has come LHIr e sbuere sinee the othrenk of the Civil War,
were, like m1|.;=.|:'|f .-:.u_d]'l. dlefionent ip Ahert ko le |]rft* of our {'urr'l;l'
history. They snc':nu:'d to think thid higsdsame, :‘tl:mllu-l]luur farm
bionzes, anbstantial, muilv-pomted out-bailidings, thriving towns,
and bnsy, populous citics had always existed here,  To correct

= Weitten nt Cliftan Springs.
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sich impressions, 1o Lell the vounger generation of Western Mew
Yorkers Lhat there way be now living a few men anid women whe
were born before any white habitations exizied west of Sencen
Lake, that o contury hos hardly elapaed since this h'-gh]}' culti-
vated and populous region was an unbroken wilderness through
which the Seneca Indiana voamed at will, and to give them some
notion of the resolute puipose, the potienl loid, and the cheer-
fully-endured privations which, alier the lipse of a eentury,
have made thal wilderness Lo blossom like the rose, 15 the chject of
this enmpilation. And new a word or two regardinge it

In the prefoce to his transletion of the Thad, Pepe tells us
that “ Ilomer 15 universaliy allowed to hawe had the preatest
Invention of any writer whatever. The praise of Judgment
Virgil has justly eomtested with him, bt his Invention roning
et unrivaled.  Nov i B oaowonder i Do Lo ever been acknowl-
cchirend the prevntest of poels whoe mesl execlled @0 that which ia
e very foundation of poctey. It §s the Inventiom that in dif-
ferent degrees distingoizhes all great geminzes —the whoost
streteh of human study, fearning, and idustry, which musters
everything hesidea, can newver attain tn bR MW furnishes Arl
with all her materials, wnd withinot i Judesienl ibself cun ol best
but steal wiacly, for Asl iz only like o prodent stoward Ehat Lves
et managing e ricles of nobune,™

History affords little room for the exercise of Homer®s wronder-
ful foculty. It deals with o world of eventa and facts, and
ecnses to be valuable when it ceases to be veritahle Tk dignity,
its philosophy, and ita lesanng are worthless if oot deown from
ita kruth.  Inrention has no place in ils Feomework.  Unless it
he contemparaceous, it must fo o preat ealenl be based on pres
existinge reeords,  The mliocionutiona of the author, kiz com-
orenls, inferenccs, and conelusions may or may not he of value,
A pood narrator may be narrow, unfair, ard partisan as a com-
mentater. Tt 32 generally ooneeded that the most cloguont his-
torian of our time was a prejudiced man

In this volume T have fsvenled nothing,  These whe read it
sl decide whelher T have bod the Judgment * Lo sbead wisely™”

The Spectator says: % A great book s o great evil, Were all
books redueed to their guintesscnee many a bulky author would
make his appearance in a penny papor””  Tearng thiz in mind,
I determined from the outset that my work must be limited to

* Macaulay,



giving an cutline of the principal events in our pisaeer annals.
To have gone into debails, to have attempled even a mepgre
sketch of the early history of loealities and of the lives of those
pmm:r:rs whose promisence might entitle them to ml::nt.lﬂh.. would
hove taken Balf o seore of volumes rother thon one, It &2 hetter
to be meamplete than tedfons, bo set forth o fow prominent facts
which may fix themselves in the reader’s mind, rather than pre-
sent o vost mass of detail which le rejects at sight. The
history of an adjeining eounty was ecarried on through twe
volumes of more than Four hundred pages each, aod left BEL AR
unfinished skate on aceount of the ill kealth of 1ts auwthor., By
shonning his voliminouz error I hope to escape its conse
Quences,

It has been my endeavor berein to ayoid tediousness, clogant
“‘I‘i:lii‘lg, rnil :i.l1:|]ll.‘|"!$'l.:llil.-L] d;f___rrlii}'. My work & tog frank and
amoteurish for the editariol * we” Jepee it iz conposed in the
first persen. FWe s falling mle deswetude cven in mews-
paper work,

My compilation f= put Forth in the hepe thul iU mey be of
value to wny neighhors of the present nnd future geoersbivns,
and while T do not expect feam it either fame, profit, or applause,
may I not comfort my=elf with the veflection that theugh

**The lettere Cadmus gnee ™
have not been employed with hterary skil, they Lave not been
dewoted to an unwarthy purpose?
E. W. F.
Clifton Bprings, New York, 1880,
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