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Prcﬁitory Advertisement., .

A Serious CALL
TO A
Devout and Holy Life.

HE SERIOUS CALL toa Devout and Holy Life,
is Winnias Law's fifth work: in the order of publi-
cation, printed in the year 1729, when he was about
forty-three years of age. Tt was written by him
during the early portion of his len vears’ residence

with the Gédéon family at Pareey, with whom he resided in the
capacily of Spirityal Director, and by whom, as most readers
know, he was greatly csteemed.

The ¢ Serious Call ' is the most widely and generally known
of all Wrrntasm Law's works ; and s undoubtedly his [ame-
picee ¢ if not, as some think in a certain sense, his master-
piece. 1t has passed through some husdreds of cditions by
various Publishers, from the vear of its publication to the present
time: and has, more than any other religions work, attracted—
as it will cver continuee to do-- the notice and admiration, and
its precepts the emulation, of successive genecrations of the
wisest and best among men  Of such, various authoritative
opinions have becn quoted, in acknowledgment and support of
the great excellence of this work @ which excellence, the most
ordinary reader may at once by its perusal, discern for himself.

It iz supposed that the Character of * Paternus ' described m
this work, was that of WIiLLiam Law's father; and that
* Rusebia’ represented his widowed-mother ; but this is mere
conjecture: both portraits, as that of * Ouranius '—which is like-
wise supposed to be William Law himsell—being, maore pro-
bably, ideals of his own. These and other * Characters,” are
cleverly and humorously described—in particular that of * Mun-
danus,' who "has made a great figure in business,” which he has
carried to its greatest improvement and perfection. * The only
‘ome thing which has not fallen under his improvement nor re-
¢ ceived any benefit from his judicious mind, is his devotion.



v Prefatory Advertisement.

* This is just in the same poor state it was when he was only six
vears of age, and the old man prays now in that little form of
swords which his mother used to Liear him repeat night and
mornin,  This  Wandawns, who hardly ever saw the poorest
utensil, or ever took the meanest trifle into his band, without
* considering how it might be made or used to better advantage,
has gone all his life loner praying in the =ame manncr as “hcn
*lie was aochild without ever considering how much better or
oftenor le micht pray. . . . 1. Macnedanies sees a book of devo-
*tion he passes it by as he does a spelling-book, because he
remembers that he learned to pray 50 many years ago under
' hiis mother when he learned to spell. .

It will probably not cscape the 1tteminn of the thoughtful
reader that in Chapter XX, upon ! Intercessory Prayer,” WILLIAM
Law sets cur duty towards our Neighhour—particolarly towards
siich of whose reputation and manner of life e do not quite
approve—in a new, and deeply instructive light—in a most im-
pressive and logical passage, whieh it is remarkable should have
been omitted from 1M, Woyre's recently published Selections
from Law's works.

In it WinLiaw T.aw rcminds ws that when is flet loose any
Vill-natured passion, either of hatred, or contempt, towards—as
Cyou snppose—-an il man, consider what you would think of
“anather, who was doing the same towards a good man, and be
s ussured that you are commitiing the same sin,. Yoo will per-
How is it possible to love a good and a bad man, in
“the same degrec? Justas it is pessible to be as jusfand faoth-
R to a good man as to an evil man,  Now are you in any
Cdifficully aboot performing jastree and farehfulness to a bad
rman? Are you in any doubis whether you need be so jis? and
' faielfod to himy as you need be toa good man?  Now why is
“it that you are in ne daubt about it 2 It is because you know
*that justice and faithifulness are founded upon reasons that never
vary or change, that have no dependence upon the meerits of
*men, but are founded in the Nature of Things, in the Laws of
Grod, aod therefore are to be observed with an equal exactness
towards gond and bad men.. Now do but think thus justly of
Charity, or love to your Neishbour, that it is founded upon
reasons, that vary not, that have no dependence upon the wmerdts
of men, and then you will find it as possible to perform the
samie eract charity, as the same exacd fuesitce, to all men, whether

*rood or bad.
G. B. M.
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He that hath ears to hear, let him hear,

St. Luke vin. 8.
And behold, I come gquickly, and my reward
15 with me. Rev. xxit. 12,
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