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PREFACE.

A regulation of the State Board of Law Examincers of
Pennsylvania, which went into effoet in January, 1008,
requires that all applicants for examination ntd rogisiras
iion as stwdonts at law *muat be able to puss a aatisfac-
fory examination upon the subject-matier, the siyle ard
tha giructure, amd to apswer simple questions on the
lives of the authers” of welve Englizh classies, among
which are Burke's Spoech on Conciftaline with America,
anid his Letter to the Sheriils of Brisiol. The lack of any
well annotated edition of Burke's Letler led to the prepa-
radion of this volume, which aims to present in convenient
form the facls of Buvke’s life, the test of the Lelfler, and
{he notes necessary to o (ull anderstanding of the test
Tn the Notes facts of speeial interest to students at law
have bean poinded ont,

The interest and valne of this Letfer is not limited io
students at law. Tt will be found of great value in all
schools as 2 model of style and reasoning. Itz subdect-
matier iz alzo of great interest, for it reveals the attitude
and arguments of mony English statesmen in tha critical
slruggle which led to the founding of our nation.

The text of the Letéer {s that of the first edition, cor-
rected by eomparizon with the fourth edition, and the
first edition of Burke's ecllected works, In the prepara-
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ir PREFACE,

tion of the Notes, the editor acknowledges his indebied-
ness to earlier editors, especially te Prof. ¥, G, Selby.
1Te desires 1o express his appreciation of the svmpathetic
lielp of hiz colleagues, Professors Albert 1. Smyth and
Joelm Louiz Haner, and of his elpssmate, Trvin Shopp, J1.
ITa iz cspecinlly grateful to P'rof. Franklin Spencer
Edmonds Tor his coneige aecount of the origin and applica-
tion of THE Wit OF HaBnag cokrus, which forma the thisd
section of the Introducsion; smed to David Wallersten,
Feg, whose enthusiastic admiration of Burke and ac-
quaintanee with his writings led to mony valualide suggos-
tions in the Infreduetion and the Notes. The editor
hopes that those who read this Lefter may show in their
practice of law amd their eriticism of the principles of
law the same spivit of humanity which characterises all
of Burke's weitings,
J. H. M.
Cendval ITigh Sehool,
Mawy 21, 1004,
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INTRODUCTION.

I

TiHE LIFE OF EDMUKD ETREE.

Waey Edmund DBurke died in 1797, George Cauning
wrote to one of Lord Malmeshury's embassy: ¥ There is
byt one event, hut that is an gwent Tor the world,— Buarke
i dead, o . . He is lhe man thal will mayk this age,
marked us it is 1o itzelf by evenls, to wll time ! During
the twenty-mine years from 1765 to 1704, I wlich Burke
was a member of the Honze of Commeons, he was actively
inferaated in every measure of constituiional and colonial
importance, As g politieal pamphlcfesr nod Iepislator,
he helped to remove the unjust restrictions from Treland’y
commeres; to grant the privileges of eftizenship to Roman
Catholies: to preserve the independenee of the represen-
batives of the people in Parliament from the nnconsti-
tutional inflnence of the King; and to protect the King
and the Church from the destruetive influemes of the
French Bevolutionista. His greatest work was in dis-
eunzzing and determining the relation of the imperial
government to the colonies, both in the case of the
Americans, who elaimed their rights as FEnglishmen, and
of the people of India whoze sufferings from English
injustice were sesreely known o Bigland,

I Malmesbury's Dherdes, Londan, 1844, IIT 8394,
il



viil INTRODUCTION,

Burke's writinga have been prized for cne hundred and
twenly yesarz by stotesmen and scholars, not so much for
their historiesl value sz for their pelitical prineiples
and Iiterary style. “Burke ig the one Enghshman who
has suceeeded In attaining first rate eminence both in
polities 2nd in lLtersture by ome and the zame set of
writinga™ L Vet he way always handicapped by the eir-
cumstances of his life.  Ilis family had none of that secial
influence which is so essential to success in English public
life; he was seldom in good bealth and alwaye mere or
leszs in delt. The seerei of hizs success ean be found
in hiz unselfish sympathy and far-reaching ability and
zeal for work. Az hiz cousin gaid, Burke was ©“ fall of
real business, intent vpon deing eolid good to his country
as much ns if he was to recelve twenty per cent from the
commerce of the whale empire which he labours to
improve and extend.”® PBurke himself. in the Leiler fo g
Noble Lord, zaid, ™ Nilor in edversum ig the motto for
a man like me, . . . At every gtep of my progress in
hife, (for in every step was I traversed and opposed),
sl at every dfurnpike T met, T was ohliged to show
my passport, ond again and again to prove my eole titla
te the hononr of being waeful o my country, by a proof
that I was met whelly unaequainted with ite laws and
the wholae evstem of its intereets both abread and at
home, 8

Burke's father was o wellde-de lawyer of Dublin
anmd ave his 2on 8 good edueation st the boarding scheol
of Abraham Shackleton, 8 Quazker, and alterwards at

LS IH Btepher; Horw Spbbotied, Brd Series, 1804, g’é, 34,

U Prins's Life ..F Boerke, 0th Edition, Lenden, 1884, p.
® Burbe's Fseks, Bostam, 1300, V. 100



