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PREFACE

Axt oxE who addresses himself to the study of the
Old Testament will desire first to know something of
its character. 1t comes to us as a colleetion of books
which have been and still are esteemed peculiaxly sa-
cred. How did they come to be so regarded? Is it
due simply to a veneration for antiquity ? Is this a col-
lection of the litcrature of anclent Isrnel, which later
generations prized as a relic of enrly ages? Is it a
body of Hebrew literature to whieh sanctity was at-
tributed Deesuse of its being written in the sacred
tongue? 1s it a collection of the books conlaining
the best thonghts of the most enlighlened men of the
Tsraelilish nation, embodying their religious faith and
their conceptions of human daty ?  Or 18 it more than
all this? Is it the record of a divine revelation, mado
throngh duly authorized and aceredited messengers
sent of God for this purpose ?

'The first topic which is eonsidered in this volume
iz accordingly that of the Canon of the Old Testament,
which is here {reated not theologically but lustorieally.
We meet ot the outset two opposing views of the
growth of the canon : one eontained in the statements
of the Old Testament itself, the other in the theories of
modern erities, based upon the conception that these
books gradually acquired a sacredness which did not

at first belong to them, and which did not enter into
vii
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the purnose for which they were written. This is
tested on the one hand by the claims which the various
writers make for themselves, and on the other by the
regard shown for these books by those to whom they
were originally given., The various arguments urged
by crities in defence of their position that the canon
was not completed nor the collection made until sev-
eral centuries after the time traditionally fized and
enrrently believed are eonsidered; and reasoms are
given to show that it might have been and probably
waa collected by Ezra and Nehemiah or in their time.

The question then arises as to the books of which
the Old Testament properly comsists. Can the books
of which it was originally compused be certainly iden-
tified? And are they the same fhat are vow in the
Oll Testament as we possess it, and neither more nor
leas? This is answered by tracing in succession the
Old Testament as it was accepted by the Jews, as it
was sauctioned by oor Lord and the inspired writers
of the New Testament, and as 1t has been received in
the Christian Church from the beginning. The Apoe-
rypha though declared to be eanonical by the Counecil
of Trent, and necepted as such by the Roman Cutholie
Church, are exeludaed from the camen by its history
traced iv the manner just suggested as well as by the
character of their contents, which is incompatible with
the idea of their authors being divinely inspired.

Privcerod, N. J.,
Detober &, 1598.
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