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ORDER OF EXERCISES.

Penwsyivawia Day, Sepremeer 121w, 1880,

Dirge, by the Band.

Peaver, by [Rev. William H. Clark, Pastor of the
Secowd  Reformed. Clhuveh 1o Ameriea, Tth and Brown
Streets, Philadelphia.

Appress, by Comrade Johnr Reed, on behalf of the Monu-
ment Commitlee,

OnrarioN, by Copt. Willinm W, Ker, of the 73d Reg.
Penna. Vols.

SaLeTE, three volleys, by the Guard of Post 51 G AL R.



ADDRESS,
BY COMEBADE JOHIIN REED.

Lovelivs aned Gendlemen ¢

Tt is dne to you and to our comrades here assembled, that
the Mouument Committee of the Seventy-Secom] Begiment
<bould cxpluin why our mennment remains unbnilt, why we
are unabile to dedicate it, and why we hold these exercises in
thiz place to-day.  Gettyshnrg 13 in Dennsvlvania, and the
hattle of Gettysbure was the great and deeisive straggle of
the War of the Rebellion. It iz tree thal regiments and
comuprands from other lopal Brates participared in ir, awd
hravely performed ibeir parl; bt it was Pennsylyania’s
batile-field, and Pcnnﬁ}"lvsminnﬁ bave more than o eommon
interest in it.  The grounds on which the hatele was fonght
are now owned by the Gettysburg Battle-Field Meraorial
Association, whiell was incorporated * to hold aod preserve
the battle-gronnds of Gettysburg, on which were fonght the
actions of 1he fivst, gecond and third dayvs of July, 1863, with
the patnral and artificial Jdelenses, as they were at the time of
zaiid hattle, and hy such memorial stroctures as o wenerons
aml patriotic people may aid o ereer, to commemorate the
heroie deeds, the straggles awd the triumphs of their brave
defenders 3 and to ereet and promote the eveetion, by volun-
tary eontributions, of stenetures and works of art and taste
thereon, adapted to desionate the 2pots of speeial interest, to
ommemaraie the great deeds of valor, endurages, and noble
-l fzsaerifice, aud to perpetuate the memory of the heroes aml
the signal events which render these battle-gronnds illus-
teions.”  T'his corporation is eomposed of shareholders, some
ol whom ave eitizens of this Stute and others of other States,
and is managed by a Board of twenty-one Divectors, elected
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by the slarebohlers, to which are adilad the Governors of 2uch
Srates as shall, by legislative appropriation, contribute funds
for the support of the Assoclation ; and if the Governor of
any State is unable to be present ot the mectings, he las {le
power tosuletitute o eitizen o his State fo represent his
Stute. The Leristatare of owr State bhas contribured Tm

pid
sums of the public money to aid thiz corporation ; but Penn-
svivania has only o voice I eomnnon wich all the orther Sares
in the management of its stfiies or the divection of its work,
Acrounad this field yvou sec nnbers of monamnents and tablor-,
Some of them were erected by the survivors of regiments or
camunds, nul others Ly the Legislatures of States; bt
each was intended to mark the place where a command fought,
or o designate o spoc of special intersst, These monuments
andd tablets are not now the property of the persons or State:
tiat crected thew, but beloog to the Memoerial \zsoctation,
andl may be maoved Trom plice to place, at the whin or eapric
of the Board of Directors; and indesd, Lam informed U
some of them bave been moved from thelr original position-
to make wav for so-eallel improvements,

The Legizlature of the Sture o' Pennsylvania determine!
to erect monmments of ils own te mack the speb where each
Pennsylvania command wa= engnged in the battle, and it was
intendal thut these momments shonld remain the property
of the State, awl should ot be in ooy way vnder the control
ol the Memorial Association,  Tor this purpoese, in 1887 an
act wis passed, requiring ihe Governor to appoint five Com-
misgioncrs, to cr-operate with five of the survivors of each
Pennsvlvanin sommand, awl seleer and loeate o monnment,
i brotze or granite, o mark the spot where that commanid
was engared in the battle of Gettvsbore, and approprinced
the sam of fificen Lundred delbars to pay for each monu-
ment.  The five Comwissioners were appointed, and mysell
and four others were selected by our comrades of the Seventy-
Second  Pennsylvania to represent our Regiment, and to co-
operite with the Commissioners in the selection and leeation
of onr memunment.  The Clommissioners were competent
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geutlemen, who went about their work with great delibera-
tion, and gave ont elaims patient and careful econsideration.
There wus no diftienlty in selecting the monument which you
see hefore von, and as the fifteen hundved dollars appropri-
atedd by the Legislature were mneh less thau the contract
price, onr comrades eontributed the necessary nmonnt.  There
were many witneses—probably fifty of them—examined,
anl 1 great deal of testimony was talen by the Comission-
ers to enilile them to determine the proper location, some of
the wiloesses being onr own men and others being men fiom
other regiments and Cushing’s Battery, but all of them being
mien whi were present at the buttle and saw what they testi-
field to: wmd alter hearing the testimouy and prools, the
Commissioners nianimously decided that here in thisangle was
the pluee where we fonght, was the place where we were en-
waged o the battle, and that one monmment should be erevted
upon thiz spot. Tt i generally supposed hat the Tegisla-
ture of our Siale haz the right to ereot a publie building, or
a public menument, and Lo desiguate the person wha shall
ereet it wd e spot upon which it shall be erected, und 1o
take the lad of auv citizen or corporation for that purpose;
bul wlen we notifin] the Memoris! Assoeiation of the place
selected Dy the Commissioners, and asked for a permit to
build it there, the Board off Dirvectors refused to give it,
claiming that they had o right to overrule the decision of the
Commiz=ioners, that they had the right to sddect any other
spof, that they were the owners of the land, and that no per-
sou, not even the State of Pennsylvania, had a vight to erect
a momument on that laod withont their consent. They did
make some conerssion, tor they infhened vz that they would
permit ng to evect onr monmment away back there, 285 leet
in the rear.  You see they have laid out a earringe-drive
along there, which they eall ITancock Avenue, and they want
ug to pont ear mompeent on the other side of that Avenue,
=0 that people can drive along and see all the monumments
without getting ont of their ecarriage.  OF course we would
not aceemmodate them by putting our monument on o spot



