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PREFACE.

Tary who know any thing of the saintly character and
hercic deeds of Vinecent de Paul him, snd with
truth, as the father of the orphan, the friend of the poor
man, and the tender nurse of the sick; but only they
who have studied his career by the Light of the in
which he lived are aware how eminently he was dis-
tinguished as & gealous and suecessful reformer.
him the glory of raising the Church of Franee
from the deep d ion into which it had been her
mlmpp_'i'lnt hﬁ;a tion which was shared

degrada

no less by than by into which, indeed,
the mmmt hawm for the worldly
habits and shameless vices of their unworthy pastors,
% The world ia sick enough,” inﬂiglnmﬂ%_urim Adrien
Bourdoise, who was associated with 8¢. Vincent in the
{:mbwhusmn{:mfnqm@n; "butthaclm'gyiuﬂ

80: ,rm]:lumty,mmoda:? e 8Very w
plmmnu:rt...r..'hamajaﬁtg ;nrprm;-gsnnd
with their arms folded ; God is forced to raise up lay-
men — cutlers and haberdashers — to do the work of
theee lazy ecclesinstics. Beldom now-a-days do we meet
with & man who is of good family at’ the . same
time an instructed servant of God.  Whence is it that
God makes use of such laymen as M. Beaumais the
draper, and M. Clement the entler, as His instruments
fgtha conversion mn?mm“dbﬂ

tholics in Paris, ] not bachelors, li
centiates, or doctors, filled with His Spirit, whom He
ean employ for the purpose? Itis the heaviest reproach,
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vi PREFACE.

the bitterest tﬁﬁﬂ;ﬂom“ﬁﬂhnﬂgyu{u?
80 devoid of humility. Leng live the draper and the
outler! ¢ Non multi sapientes, non mulli potentes, non
multi nobiles” "'

The two remarkable men to whom M. Bourdoise
here alludes seern to have been raised up in times of
Ermtm-nbfmn to render i servioes to the
shureh. Jean Clament™had been a Hupuenot; after
his conversion, he devoted himself to the teaching of
Christisn doctrine, and with such succesa that it is eal-
mhmdinmgnmhamdammumgamhuthn
six converts a day. Higprncﬁeawmmukunpw
mnmbtﬁ-:lchmhinwhiohthuﬂ'ﬁuitm EN:;

j preaching ; there, gathering a crow
lndaﬂ about isim,hﬂ:wnruh! explain iuga plain and
popular way the doctrines of the Church, and enforce
the arguments of the learned but somewhat severs con-
tmtmm]d'ﬂ;st with amﬁetnmmdmunmun' wh.inhﬁ:;
were to resist. His extraording famhunt'i ity wi
thﬂﬂmredﬂcﬁpmm—rforitismmdrid of him ha
knew nearly the whols of the Bible in French by heart
—Eavﬁh‘i'i;l;f?mtinﬂnanmwiththahmm and as-
pecially with their preachers. He would first let them
propose their doubts, and would then answer them with
& readiness and s completenesa truly marvellous in an
uneducated man.

Besumais also had bean on the point of renouncing
the foith in order to marry s Protestant, when, being
unable to silence the reproaches of his comscience, he
addressed himself to Jean Clement, who net only con-
!iunﬁﬁmnf{%huhtﬂchm&%mhwu
on the point o ing, but i im to join with
him in tenchi ﬂda ding the truth. He received
by infusion anghtundemdiﬁenf the
sanse of the Scriptures and of the doctrines of the faith,
and was considered to surpass in disputation the most
Bmous doctors of the University of Paris. By the
lesire of M. Olier, who was anmious to obtain hus eo-

= * 1 Cor. L 36
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jon in ing his parish, he took up his resi-

m&ﬂwmﬁnn;hﬂhﬂﬁdﬁhmaﬂm

towns of France which were most infected with Cal-

vinism, and succseded in bringing into the Church from
four to five thousand heretics.

S0 secularised had the become, that, in &

such negleet of propriety, few wors any distinetive dress
went ubnuﬁith moustaches lgd boots, like mm*a,»

men of the world; nay, it would & , in Bome in-
stances, did not take the to put on their
eoclesinstical attire even when ing eome of the”

sacred offices of their calling. us it is related in the
life of M. Bourdoise, who on principle always appeared
publicly in his eassock, that going one day into the
abbey-church of 8t. Denis, he suw a man seated in the
sacristy with a cout and short cloak on, and booted and
spurred, who was hearing the confession of a priest
vested in alb and stole. He immad,iatelﬁ went in
search of the prior, and said to him, father,
come here—ecome and eee a cavalier uunh a
priest " The caustic rebuke had its effect; for the
prior instantly Eare pmamfg:agenrdm to the sacristan
&

to allow no such scandals future.
What wonder if the peopla were i t end im-
moral, when their teachers and guides had so little

sonse of decency or responsibility ] A good prelate
told Vincent one day H:athawu{ahomingtu ﬂ]l.:a best
of his ability, with the nssistance of his grand-vicars,
for the improvement of his diocess, but with enly poor
success, on secount of the great numbers of his elergy
who were both ignorant and vicious, and on whom
neither counsel nor example seemed to have any effect.
“ I tremble,” he said, “ when I think that my own dio-
cese shounds in priests who are addicted to intem-
perance or who live incontinently, but who neverthelass
:pprmnh the sltar every day, %&m thus

evoid of all vocation to the i state,”
Another bishop, writing 1o him, thus expressed him-
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self: “ With the exception of the eanon theologian of

my church, I do not know a single priest among all in

my diocese who is competent to any scclesi-

ﬁbi::]chuge. Judge, then, how great is our need of
rers.”

The immediate canses of this deplorable state of
things were, 1st, tha sbsence of seminaries for the ex-

clusive education of the c ; and 2diy, the vicious
system of mﬂwﬁmm mvmlg::i, and which

indeed, in epi incent’s reforms, was ])eri:hatnnta&
through the influence of the secular power, till 1t helpad
to precipitate France into the vortex of the terrible re-
- —

i exceptione—eo faw as not to be w
being taken into aceount—there was not a diocese in

Franzi potwithstandi T;&T in:‘ngmtium of the

of Trent, whic tical semi-
nary, or which provided eandidates for holy orders with
a course of study and discipline pre to their
entering on the ecclesias state. were, it is

true, schools in which dogmatics were rht; but
moral theology was almost entirely neglected; and of
individual training for all the practical duties of the
Christisn ministry there was virtually none, The
future priests of the Church lived in the world, each
following his own bent and inclinations, without restraing
of any rule or superintendence of any kind, and with-
out epecial and most precious agsistances which 8
community-life tﬁ-‘;i;ls “cnim::al regular exa-
minations, or spirt retreats, or clerical conferences,
Y. men were admitted to the priesthood, and to
the daily service of the altar, without any probation
worthy of the name, and unfortified by those divine
aids which buman weakness requires for the discharge
of =0 high and holy an office. St. Francis de Sales him-
self had failed in procuring & seminary for his diocese.
M. Bourdoiss once expressed his astonishment that he
bad not devoted himself to the formation of ecclesi
wstics. T allow,” replied the saint, with his cherao-




