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PREFACE.

As this, the latest contribution to Lnglish Campanology, is i one
sense the earliest, 2 fow words scem necessary to explain the history
of o book which has been forty-two years in hand, and to account for
its impertections,

In the dave of my boyhond at AMildenhall, where my father was
corale, T took areat delizhe in the sound of the bells, and rised a
five-pound note for the repair of the gear ol Lhe fine old tenor.  The
bel-hanger, one Vlanders Green, an enthusiastic ringer, asked me o
reawd Tor him Lwo of the seriplions, of which T made o transenipt o2
copy-book on Mgust 28th, 1848, and proceeded o the investigation
of other bedls in the neighbourhood. T the course of two vears T had
made i considerible collection from Novfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire,
and South Lincolnshire.  Wherever I went 1 curried on the wark ;
but undergraduate life and tesidence 1o Dorset and Kent prevented
the county of Suffolk receiving very much attenlion bl my college
presented me to the Mastership of Dungoey Grammar School in 1850,
when I attacked at ence the northecass of the county.  During these
cleven years 1 had become acquainted with Messrs, Ellacombe, T'yssen,
Sperling, Lukis, and 1.'Estrange; and our comparison of discaveries
was throwing much light on the history and interpretation of bell-
marks, T was coabled to finish and publish the Cherch Bells of
Cambridgeshire, aller my removal to Yarmouth in 1866, and by the

kindness of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society to pul forth a second



