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PREFATORY NOTE.

S —

oes HORTLY after the death of William A. Foster,
& the design was entertained of issuing, as & me-
g 5 morial of him, one or two of his literary pro-
{2t @ duetions for distribution among a few friends,
W _% together with some extracts from the obituary
™2 notices which had appeared in the Canadian Press.
Mr, Foster's writings were cn & variety of topics, though
dealing chiefly with the national meovement, known as
« Canada First,” of whieh, it may be szid, he was himself
a part. In 1875, when the movemont, from various causes,
began to wane, Mr. Foster devoted himself almost ex-
closively to his profession and wrete hardly anything
for publication. Since then, some of those associated
with him in the Canada First organization desired that
its literature should be gathered and published; and,
* after his death, the expression of this desire was Tenewed,
coupled with the wish to have some memorial of him
whom they had known and loved, and who had been so
largely identified with the patriotic movement. In res-
. ponse to these requests, the little volume which now
appears has been published. Tn departing from the ori-
ginal design, of issuing a volume only for & limited cirele
of private readers, the apology must be the importunity
of friends. But the issne of the volume may not be amiss
if it tends to keep green the memory of one who was
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not unworthy the regaid and affection bestowed upon
him, and if it serve to perpetuate the feeling which in-
spired " Canada First,” namely, ardent patriotism and
loyal devotion to the highest interests of the country.

The opportunity is hers taken of recording s grateful
sense of the kindness of many frienda, who have shown
an interest in the work and furthered its publieation.
Among those to whom the writer is specially indebted
are Professor Goldwin Swmith, Mr. Henry J. Morgan, and
Mr. G, Mercer Adam,

To. Mr. Goldwin Smith a special debt is due, for readi-
ly complying with the request to enrich the volume with
an introduction. His characteristic kindness is greatly
appreciated. An honoured friend of Mr. Foster, he has
given to the publication a value which the reader will,
doubtless, highly esteem,

To the Directors of the National Club, and to Mr. Wm.
Cutts, of the Ontario Society of Artists, hearty thanks
are tendered for permission to reproduee in this volume
the very excellent portrait painted by Mr. Cutts for the
Clut.

M. B.F,

Torowro, Oetb,, 1800,




INTRODUCTION.

(AT
.V’ <AHE long train of monrners which on the 3rd
i iy of November, 1888, attended the body of Wil-
£%1 liam Alexander Foster to the tomb, was follow-
) ing not only the funeral of a man of bright
intellect, high professional promise, winning char-

acter, and many friends, but of one who had
represented an idea and been the animating spirit of a
movement. The idea, for tho time at least, died with
him ; the movement, if it did not epd its march, balted
at hia grave, It must be owned that even before his
death the light of the idea had been growing pale and
the pace of the movement had become slow.

The union of the North Ameriean Colonies by Con-
federation, the appeals of the authors of Confederation to
the patriotism and self-reliance of the peopls, the glorious
pictures which were then drawn of the greatness and re-
sources of the country, could not fail to awaken strong
emotions and kindle high hopes in the breasts of Cana-
dians, especially in those of the young. It happened also
that just then a generation of native Canadians, or men
who had immigrated in childhood, were growing up to
manhood and aspired to fill the high places of public life,
of the professions, and of commerce, theretofore held
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by men from the Qld Country, who were at this time pas-
sing off the acene, The withdrawal of British troops
had also helped to bring socially to the front young na-
tives who had been thrown into the background by the
social ascendancy of the British officer. W. A. Foster
had graduated in law at Teronto University, had studied
in the office of Mr, (now Sir Adam,) Wilson, and had writ-
ten for the press, not only politieal and commercial, but
comie, for he had a kindly vein of humour. He had &
share, with Mr, Hugh Seott, in founding our great com-
mercial paper, The Monefory Times. Mr. Charles Lindsay,
than whom there could be no better judge, thought very
highly of his promise as a journalist. One of his com-
rades in journalism, was Adam Clarke Tyner, his obituary
aréicle on whom is here reprinted. The fire of national
aspiration and patriotism burned in Foster. In 1866
he gent two papera on Confederation to the Weatminster
Review. In the same year he paid a visit to England,
where, thanks to the friendship of Mr, W, F. Rae, the
writer, he conversed with Mr. Robert Lowe (now Lord
Sherbrooks), George Eliot, and the poet Browning, In
187L he produced the memorable pamphlet “Canada
First,” which lesds the series of his produelions in this
volume. Some things in that pamphlet, when we now
read it in eold blood, may seem to belong to the heyday
of Confaderation and of youth. But its effect at the time
was grest., It embodied a prevailing sentiment, gave
shape to s floating idea, and eslled into existence the
group of sympathizing spirits known by the collective




