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PREFACE.

It is a happy feature of the present
age, that public attention is exten-
sively called to the moral training of
the young. The fact of such attention
is sirikingly evinced in the gstablish-
ment of so many Infant and Bunday
Schools, and in the rapid production
of serious juvenile publications, But
these schools must still be increased,
both in magnitude and number; and,
88 they increase, an adequate quantity
of wholesome mental aliment must be
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provided. Every little work which
can stimulate to industry, economy,
and sobriety, to the discharge of
filiel end fraternal duties, and to
the cultivation of benevolent action,
ghould be hailed as a harbinger of
good. Those worke which are calen-
lated to attract the opening mind to
the study of the sacred Beriptures, are,
itis believed, peculiarly important at
the present time. There is& growing
sentiment, and one of an suspicious
character, in almost every Protestant
ecommunity, that questions of doetrine
and prineiples of action are to be
brought to the pages of the Bible for
adjustment. *“What hath the Lord
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taught,” is becoming a more common
as well as more rational inquiry, than
what is to be gathered from the
whispers of tradition, from the jarring
suggestions of early uninspired his-
tory, or from the arid fields of meta-
physical speculation. Let this resort
to the umpirage of the Bible be en-
couraged, let the young, especially, be
taughtto repair to this sacred record for
wisdom, let the study of it be rendered
asattractive as poesible by the help of
maps, charis, and brief expositions,
and we cannot but anticipate a great
increase of early conversions, and =
growing hermony of views among the
chosen of the Lord.
1%
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To the hope of adding some small
stimulus to the early reading of the
Scriptures, this little book owes its
existence,. The volame is homble,
meking no pretensions to deep re-
search or to eloquence of dietion.
It is the simple story of that lovely
pious queen whose name it bears.
From its brevity, its modern dress, and
school-book form, it was thought that it
mightawaken in some youthful readers
a desire to search and ponder the in-
spired narrative of this same illustrious
personage, and subsequently to peruse
other biographies with which the Old
Testament abounds. The idea of pre-

paring the work was suggested by a



