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PREFACF.

AT this busy period it is hardly needful to
apologize for the preparation of an historic
sketeh of any of the selences. The literature
of each branch is becoming so extensive that
only afew can take the Lime to study it through,
and upon them is it ineumbent to give to others
résumés of what they read, In a subjeet like
Geodesy, deseribing work prosecuted in many
Iands and at divers epocha, it becomes o diffienlt
matter for even Lhe few to suececed in exhaunst-
ing the major part of its literature. It iy my
good fortune to possess the original reports of
these operations — a possession in which no
hibrary 13 a sharer, and therefore I have found
it a genuine pleasure to present this sketeh of
Geodesy. Tt is simply a sketch: a eritical his-
tory will be the labor of future vears,

As all the data have been taken from first
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hand, it has not been deemed necessary to make
in every case the usual acknowledgments, but
it is doe my friend and pupil, Miss Cora E.
Dill, that I give expression to my thanks for
her painstaking reading of the proof.

Jo HOWARD GORE,
Coriyniay T/NIVERBITY.
May, 1801
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