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PREFACE.

The neglect of public officers to colleel amd preserve books and
documents reluting to schools lus rendered  the compilation of
fucts and statisiics, showing the provisions made in different States
to oducate the people, a task slow aud difficult.  This is especially
trme of our State.  Until the organization of the Depariment of
Puhblic Tusirnetion, not even the annual reports of the Superin-
tendent were saved and kept upon the official shelves. T reports
were received from other States of this Union, or from foreign
couniries, care was not luken to preserve them. None certainly
were in the office when this Department was organized in 1854,
From 1821 to 1834, the scbool department was merged jn thae
oflice of the Becrctury of State, and the decision of appeals, the
mp]iﬁﬂ ],}r letter 1o o multf'[u_q,‘]__c_u{_' inguivies frenn all parts of the
State, the eollating of school returns, the apportionment of publie
moneys and the visitation and inspection of Institutions subject to
the oversight of the Superintendent, and the want of appropri-
ations, must lhave precluded any considerable aitention to the
colleetion of an cdueational libeaey.  While providing wilth com.-
mendahle Liberality for the support of common schools, (he T,ugh-;-
Lature Das ever neglected Lo make appropriations for the preserva-
tion of recovds, and for collecting hooks and reports, showiug the
progress of educntion in this and other conntries.

A reason for this may be found in the faet thai the products of
the school are moral and intellectual, and not material; they can- |
not be measuved, weighed, and their value computed, like the har-
vests of the farmer, the handiwork of the artisan, the tolls of the
canals, the fare and freight on railroads, the profits of banks and
manufactiuring estublishments—and so Legislutures have seldom
given the attention to education which its Importance demands.
Anxions to promote it as the safeguard of popular institutions
and constitufional liberty, they have vot generally had a doe
appreciation of the advantage of well-armed agencies to divect
the attention of the people to the schools, and to awaken public
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solicitude for their proper cave and improvement.  For more than
thirty years, the department which, properly ovgantzed and con-
ducted, could bave cccupied economically and effectively the
entire time nud labov of five competout men, and which in public
importance js the equal, certainly, of any other depariment, was
a elerkship in the office of the Seerctary of State.

AL the same time w Board of Regonts, twenty-three in number,
with a scoretury and elerk, was deemed necessary to grant char-
ters to colleges aud acsdemies, and to dispense to the latter less
than 850,000 a year, to callect and pubdish their reporis, wud haold
a nominal supervision over collegos, while the supervision of com-
maon schools, o the support of which hundreds of theusands of
dollurs were anpualtly apportioned, and in which the pupils were
a5 forty Lo ong in the sewdemivs and colleges, was treated as a
matter of secondary importance. It may not be decmed strange,
under such eircumstances, that the laets and statistics necessary to
enable me to respond to the resohition calling for the accompany-
ing report were not in this office. 1 therefore employed A. G.
Jonxsox, Eaq, to colleet them tvom all available sources, nnd fo
him is chielly due the eredit of their colleetion and arvangement;
Tor, pressed with a muliitade of other offieial detics, T have been
able to eoulribute a comparatively smudl portion of time fo the
work.

Y. M. R
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