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INTRODUCTION.

‘Waex | first joined the United States Navy, by means of a
marriage cortificate, 1 found that & properly equipped sailor
earriod the Spanish language in his mental kit, so 1 acquired it
and have enjoyed the possession immensely, especially when
taking the journey of which this book gives all the details that
I thought would please the publie.

For two years and a half I sailed up and down the east coust
of Bouth America; seeing the lovely seenery; mesting the
officials, and private families; talking to and visiting them;
reading the books they loaned me, or T could buy, until I felt
quite at home among them and made many friends.

My letters home were so much enjoyed, and s0 many have
praised those of them that were published in the press, that I
yenture to test the value and sincerity of their words by launch-
ing these letters in a volume, trusting they may help to pleas
antly wile away some hows for some one.

MARGUERITE DICKINS,
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