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The designs and ormamenis of this
volume are by Mr Joseph Brown,
and the printing from the press of
Messrs Turnbull & Spears, Edinburgh.



PREFACE AND DEDICATION

Irv so small & volume it would be somewhat hopeless to
attempt an exhauvstive potice of R. L. Stevenson, nor
would it be desirable, The only possible full biography
of him will be the Zife in preparation by his intimate
friend Mr Sydney Colvin, and for it his friends and his
public look eagerly. This little book is only a remini-
scence and an appreciation by one who, in the old
days between 186g and 1880, knew him and his home
circle well. My emlier and later knowledge has been
derived from his mother and those other members of
his mother's family with whom it was a pleasure to
talk of him, and to exchange news of his sayings and
doings.

In the actual writing of this volume, I have received
most kind help for which I retum grateful thanks to
the givers. For the verification of dates and a few
other particulars I am indebted to Mr Colvins able
article in the Dictionary of National Biography.

It is dedicated, in the first instance, to the memory
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of Mr and Mrs Thomas Stevenson and their son, and,
in the second, to nll the dearly prized friends of the
Balfour connection who have either, like the household
at 17 Heriot Row, passed into the *Silent Land or
who are still here to gladden life with theirr friendship.

MarcArRET MoveEs Brack.
. Augpust 1898,
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