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AUTHORS PREFACE.

T

WE owe a word of explanation to the reader who takes
the trouble of perusing these pages. They may appear
tull of speciel details; the subjeet itsclf will doubtless
seem altogether techniesl. Bub we Lope that he, like
nursglves, will see that there is a goneral and imme-
dinte interest in this guestion, which we, for our parts,
buve spent much time in investigating,

In spenking of the work secomplished by the masons,
the iron-workers, or the tailors, and in examining seru-
pulously the financial organization of their Unions, we
do not undertake fo write either an essay on industry
or 4 table of statistics. Our objeet will be to study,
without prejudice, a subjeet which it is important to
discuss from an exclusively practical view. We take
great interest in following the development of Trades'
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Unions, because it is necessary, on the one hand, to
face without illusion the dangers which may arise from
4 state of things henceforth inevitable ; and, on the
other hand, because we are convineed that i spite of
these dangers their development may be useful, not only
to those who expect from it a legpitimate hetfering of
their condition, but also to society at large. We think
that this new application of the prolific principle of
agsocistion will not only cause material profit and
un increase of general wealth, but will also yield to
sociely throngh its moral influence still more important
services. IL will help to remove the speeious and
tutal notion that the interests of capital and labour are
opposed,  We shall show these, the two elementis of
public prosperity in every country, sl one lime engaged
in un unnatural stroggle, st ancther time, on the con-
trary, regnining all their influence by & happy alliance.

. The examples we shall produce will, we hope, prove
how completely these elements are bound together, and
‘then, perhaps, our labour will not have been in vain.
When a ship is overtaken by fog in the midst of
breakers, soundings are iaken incessantly, &nd the
smallest objects brought up by the lead from the bottom
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are corefully examined as a guide for the course to
be taken. In the midst of the uneertainty which
envelops the future of France, we cannot take too
frequent sonndings in the track of our neighbonrs,
whoge course is beset by the same dangers as ours,
Bui if these inquiries are to be of any use, we must
tnke into consideration ull the details which can throw
light upon this important question, whieh affects us as
wnnch as thr-m.

Having, in the comrse of this inguiry, seen how
wstitutions work in o free eonntry, we have done our
begt to make an impartial use of the right, common to
every one, of judging aets which have been the subject
of public diseussion between the parties interested.
We hope we have speceeded in doing justice both to
the powerful manufscturers, who by their intelligenee
contribute to the renl progress of eivilization, mnd also
to the honest and laborions working-class, whose stead-
fust qualities are the strength and the hopour of all

groat nations.
LOUIS PHILIPI'E D'ORLEANS,

Tirtekenham, Marak 15, 1800,
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Tae book, o translation of which is here given to
English resders, was first published in Puris in the
spring of this wvear. It has already passed through
six -editions in France, and o (Germaon trunslation is
in the press. These faets alone wonld surely meke it
well worth the attention of those who are stadying
the lahour gnestion here, in the conntry which has for-
nighed the sobject discussed in its puges. IEven if its
guocess neross the Channel is set down to the name
of the suthor, the case is not altered. It is not every
day that we find young men of the very highest rank
ready to undergo the severc, and somowhat tedious,
labonr of endeavouring to master the greatest and most
diffienlt problem of our time. Many of us, who have

been long engaged in the same study, are well nware
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—and, I hope, are always ready to acknowledge—
how much they owe to members of the French emi-
gration of 1848 and 1851 for the light which their
experience has cast on many sides of the labour ques-
tion in England. Hitherto, however, that lizht had
come from political writers, or stondents of the profes-
sional or working-classes, such as M. Louis Blane or
M. Nadaud. It must be now admitted that the balanee
hug been sel right, and that the French royal fumily has
earned an equal claim to owr geatitude. And this on
two grounds : first, becnuse the {Jonmt of Pariss book
ig in ilgelf n very valuuble contribution to the English
literature on this grest controversy; and, secondly,
hecause it comes at & most opportune moment, when
the attention of Purlinment is to be culled omee agaiu,
after o lapse of nearly half a eontury, to the state of
our law respecting combinations of members of the
working-elass for the purpose of influencing the labour-
market.

The testimony of & foreigper, if only he brings with
him patience, and a clear head to the study of this
question, 18 in some respects worth more than that
of any Englishman of equal ability. At home we are all
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more or less binssed by our sympathies and sssociations ;
or, if not in fuet go biassed, shall certainly never get the
credit of striet impartiality from those who fake the
upposite side. I any men could claim such immunity
surely Mr. Mill and My. Thornton might be held to
deserve il: {that they have nol obtained it, is clear
enough from the reeeption which has been given in
many quarters to receni publications of theirs. The
fairest and ablest Englishman will always be counted
& partisan ; foreigners who have laken a leading part in
the discussion in their own couniry would Lie ander the
same imputation; but in the present author we have
one who brings to his work all the requisites for form-
ing & perfectly impartinl judgment. His rank places
him altogethor ontside the controversy, while his long
residence in Kngland has made him familisr with our
Labils and methods of speech, and thought, and action.
He is, morcover, avowedly wriling for his own people,
and not for us; and has no eonceivable purpose to
serve in England by taking one side or the other, or
allowing himselt any licence in deepening or shading
away the colours in the picture which he hag under-
taken to pnint of our industrial life. The quostion



