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PREFACE.

Tas book, the work of an unskilled hand, aims
only at interesting those who, like the writer,
place yachting above all other pastimes, and who,
for the love they bear to their favourite sport, will
look with lenience on all shortcomings or inele-
gancies of literary style, A small part of it has
slroady appeared in the pages of & well-known
monthly, and the criginal gketch haa been ex-
panded into this volume at the soggestion of
possibly too partial friends—not withont mis-
givings as to the reception it may meet with at
the hands of the impartial public.

It may chance that it shall come into the
possossion of some brother yachtaman who has
hitherto made the Sclent or the estuary of the
Thames his cruising-ground, and that he may
thereby be induced to extend his summer voyage
to Scottish waters. I venture to think that that
yachteman will not be uothankful, and that he
will blame me mostly for the too faint praise I
" have Lestowed on the unrivalled scenery of our
cunsfa,
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painting have been eschewed—the national des-
titution in the matter of humounr is, I daresay,
only too apparent; but I expect to be applanded
for abstaining from increesing the bulk of the
book by transcribing copionsa extracts from Ga-
sotteers, Legends of the Highlapds, and such
like. I may therefore,if I choose, call it ““a poor
thing, sir, but mine own.”



