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PREFACE.

Hirezrro the children in Fnglish schools in fzopical
countries have never been supplied with Reading Books
specially adapted for thelr use. Nome of the achool books
in common use, however carefally writhen, however de-
girably popular in England, are well suited for them.
For the ohjects which surround the children of the tropics
—their homes, their occupations and amuosements, their
talk, their thoughts and ways, and many of the various
oecurrences of their daily lifs—are widely different from
thoss with which English children are familiar, The
booke put into the handa of cur young beginners apesk to
them a etrange language. While aa yet their unformed
minds are very imperfectly scquainted evem with what
ordinarily presents itaelf to their obssrvation, they are
abruptly introduced into a new world. They cannat
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pictire to themealves what they read, and some of their
teachers are almost equally ignorant. They have never
seen ice, or enow, or Christmoea holly ; they know nothing of
the chimney corner, of daisies snd buttercups, bf newly-
mown hay, or of the sheaves of whest. They understand
not the use of & spads, and have never tasted an apple.
Much puine have been taken t¢ render an English child's
First Reading Beok attractive by selecting for the subjecta
of the daily lessons only those things with which the
children are previously acquainted, and in which they
have already become interested. And the more thoroughly
this ie done, the more foreign, mninviting, unintelligibls,
unsuitable are these books for omr unfortunate tropical
children.

Now our First Trapical Reading Book, being composed
upon the same principle, ought in details to differ widely
from all English books; and a cursory inspesction will
suffice to show that if does so.

The Second Tropical Reading Beok will be found to
exhibit a correaponding differense. It is composed on the
same priocipie as that which onght to be followed in an
English Becond Book — that of leading om the young
learners by gradusl steps from the familiar to the un-
familiar; teaching them to observe more closely the actual
world in which they live, giving them information con-
cerning ite productionn and it industries, or enforcing
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moral leseons by means of tales, the incidents of which
they can earily realize,

Thus they are prepared for the Third Book, which takes
them out of the tropies, and in which the anthoress, never
forgetting that Eogland is to them a foreign conntry, haa
minutely deseribed mueh thet to Hoglish children is
matter of the most fawmiliar experience, procesding then to
describe what it is most interesting or moat nseful to know
eoncerning remarkahle things either in England or in any
othor foreign land. Tn describing what is done, or what
ia to be seen, in India, for example, or in China, sor Third
Tropical Reading Book sometimes admits of comparison,
and comes into competition, with other school books; but
I venture to think it will not lose thereby.

The suthoress was highly qualified for the work which
she undertock. Tha popularity of some of her tales for
the children of England proved that she nnderstood and
conld sympathize with them ; and on visiting the Weat
Indies she soon became a welcome guest in the humblest
coltages, gained an insight into the peculiarities of the
character of the inmates, and found the way to win the
attention and develop the minds of the children in a
Bundey Schocl,

The design for » series of Tropical Reading Books, which
the writer of this Preface had had in contemplation for
years, would perhaps never have been carried out but fox
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his good fortune in meeting with the authoress, and dis-
covering her singular aptitude for & tesk which unless
thoroughly well executed would be of little use. He
regardn its eompletion with the liveliest satisfaction.
From the circumstances under which it was written it is
especially suited for West Indian childrem; but still it
justly merits the more general title which has been given
to it, and is better suited than any other book yet written
for use in elementary schools; in tropieal or sub-tropical
lands, in which the widespread English tongue is spoken

and tanght.
Brarsanp EimNosron.
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