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SAINT COLUMBA



* I gentes ego mitlo 1o, aperos acubus corim, Ut colwertaniur a tene-
Briead lucem, et de patestate Satanee ad Deum, ut accipiant vemissionem
PECORITLIm, £ FOMem Ioter BLncton "—ACT | XV,



SAINT COLUMBA

APOSTLE OF CALEDONIA

BY THE

COUNT DE MONTALEMBERT

OF THE FRENCH ACADERY

FIDE AC FERITATE

WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND 50N5
EDINBURGH AMD LONDON
MDCCCLXVIIL

2/0. f ﬂ-ﬁ? .






PREFACE.

THE Narrative now given to the public is
taken from the Third Volume of the * Monks
of the West,' the first of the three volumes of
that work which are dedicated to the con-
version of the British Isles by the Celtic and
Romish Missionaries. It has appeared to some
that the life of St Columba—one of the most
heroic and the least remembered of the com-
batants in that great conflict—might, without
inconvenience, be detached from the rest of
the work, and would not on that account be
found less wanting in serious and original
interest, In accordance with their desire the
following pages are published. It is of im-
portance to bear in mind that everything in
this narrative is borne out by the best known
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records of Irish hagiography. The Author
has not written one word which cannot be
justified or explained by documents the value
of which is proved or discussed in the notes
to his larger work. These notes it has been
necessary for the most part to exclude from
the present reprint, to avoid unnecessarily ex-
tending its bulk. But any curious or scep-
tical reader will do well to consult them in
the text of * The Monks of the West, before
forming his judgment of the men and trans-
actions of the sixth century in Ireland and
Seotland,
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