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HISTORY OF NATHANIEL HUNTER, SR.'S
FAMILY, OR HIS BRANCH OF IT

He was born in the Kingdom of Treland, County
of Down, and Parish of Saintheld, abont twelve miles
south of Belfnst, Ireland, December, 14th, 1768.

Ann Porter was born in the same county and Par-
ish May 15th, 1772, and married Nathaniel Hunter
February 2nd, 1790, ‘They were both of Scotch de-
cent, their ancestors emigrating from Scotland to Ire-
land in 1607, at the time King James 1lst, after sub-
duing Ireland, confiscated the lands of the chiefs of
' Niel and O Doanell of the Ulster tribes, (they hav-
ing fled to Spain, )} consisting of eight hundred thous-
and acres of land.

This land was divided out to Secotch Colonists
who settled it, and this was the beginning of the Scotch
Irish race, whose descendants have emigrated to, and
becomne the best citizens of most of the states of the
United States,

Their history in Ireland has been one of religions
warfare from their settlement until the present.

These settlers being of the Protestant religion and
{the native Trish Roman Catholic) 20a continual strife
was kept up between the factions.

In 1641 the English Parliment advocated repress-
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ive measures against the Catholies with threats to oust
more of the Irish and introduce Euglish settlers in
their stead, when the native Irish turned savagely on
the Protestant Colonies of Tllster and murder and
atrocities of all kinds were committed in North Ireland
at Portadown about twenty miles west of Saintfield
Parish, hundreds of the vietims were driven inte the
river and drowned. We have it handed down from
Alexander Sinclair Hunter, that many of the relatives
of our ancestors were victims at this place,

The total victims of this insurrection was estima-
bed at thirty thouwsand.

Another family of this Scotch Irish eolony were
the Sinclairs who became related to the Hunters., We
find they were an old and highly honored family of
Scotland and at one time held the Earldom of Rosslyn
and Janet Sinclair had the training of Maryr Queen of

Scots in her youth.
Nathaniel Hunter in the year of 1808 while in

Virginia inherited property from the estate of John
Sinclair of Saintfield Parish, Ireland. S. M. Hunter
has a copy of the power of Attorney, sent by Nathan-
iel Hunter to Francis Breeze, Attorney in County
Down, authorizing said Attoroey to receipt for Nath-
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anisl Fanter for Bis part of said estate. Wathaniel

Hunter also named his oldest son after Alexander Sin-
clair.
This Seotch Insh colony continues to live and

thrive in the north of Trelagd andil tids davs sending
out energetic men and women.

After the Ainerican Revelution swas over and the
[Tnited States had thrown off the yolee of English op-
pression; emigration from [reland e America set in
with renewel interest.

In the year of 1793 while the Irish rebellion was
brewing (which broke out in full foree in 1798) the
prospects for peaceful and suceessful life growing dim-
mer in Ireland, and America holding out hright pros-
pects, not only for success in worldly affairs, bt in
the Liberty of conscience of freedom of manhood and
speech; Nathaniel Hunter with his voung wife, he be-
ing twenty-Ave and she twenty-one, with one daugh-
ter, Marv Ann, two vear old, set sail for Ameriea.

We have no record of this vovage but find them
in Greenbriar County, Virginia, in 1794, .—

That they had many friends and relatives that
came with them to this country we have evidence. We
have records that show business relations between
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wan their way from the Alleghanies to the Rio Grand
and Pacific Coast.

In 1810 emigration from the Central Atlantic
States set in to the North West territory with such
magnitude that the historian MeMasters says: "'A
Pennsylvania village witnessed the passage in one
month, of 1811, of two hundred and thirty six wagons
with two thousaud people all bound for Ohio.™

That Point Pleasant at the crossing on the West
Virginia side grew from a few huts in 18140 ta five hun-
dred inhabitants in a short space of time.

Our ancestors lived in Virginia Gfteen yvears, and
in 1809 they became enthused with the idea of moving
west, This enthusiam prevaded the whole family, so
much so that they went to work to prepare for their
journey.

They built two large wagons, which would in
these days look more like small steamboats, they did
the most of the work within themselves.

They procured ten large horses for that day, they
also had one for mother to ride.

Thus in the year of 1810 we were about ready to
start on onr journey west.  When the time came the
horses, with their new harness were hitched, five to



