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PREFACE.

Tv is generally admitted, that = knowledge and oheervance of the gram-
matieal propricty of onr Isnguags must contribute materially to our
edvantage ; and that, in particular, there cxists in the forms and relntions
of worde en excellent means of cultivating the general power of intellect,
Asx the elementary principles of Mathematies are considered not meraly
preliminariea to what ja really useful, but depositories of mental profi,
5o the grammatical rudiments of literatyure are viewed as something elsa
than & dead basia for the superstructurs of living discounse, being them-
salves found productive of immediate benefit to the tnderstanding.

It i» as & gymnasinm of the mind that Grammar possesses its prime
utility: every faculty of our inteliectus]l constitution may there find
benefisial exercise; and even our moral nature oy be seen to derive
improvement, effectually though indirectly, from the tandency of gram-
matical investigation to strangthen that weental sight, to which Hevelation
presents the objects of man's everlasting interest, Our language bas
attaied yuch perfection, through those insumersble delicavies of expres-
sion which have been promapted by the siriet inguiries of science, that, in
the proper study of Gremmar, wa ses human conseptions reflected with
the nisest prevision, —the most secrat workings of profound resson and
rich fancy made visible in & verbal sounterpart of exquisite fidelity.
And must oot the habit of investigating the structure, import, and
arrangement of such sigog, prove & discipline highly favourahle not caly
to the acquirement of skill in composition, bot also to the indulgence of
8 love for truth, and genersliy to the incresse of human dignity and
usafilness ?

“ Wards,” says Locks, *interpose themsslves so much between our
understanding and the truth which it would contemplate and apprehend,
that, like the medinm through which visible things pas, their obecurity
and disorder do pet seldom éast n mist before our eyes, and impose op
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vii FREFACE.

our understanding.”* Similarly, John Stuart Mill says, © Language is
evidently, and by the sdmission of all philosophers, one of the principal
instruments or belps of tought, and any imperfection in the instrument,
or in the mode of employing it, i= confessedly liable, atill more than in
any other art, to confise and impede the process, and deatroy all groond
of confidense in the resule™$ A slear conception, therefore, of the pre-
cise mesnings of words snd phrases s mecessarlly conoected with the
right prosecution of grammatieal study., And though Grammar, sceord-
ing to the modern asceptation of that name, has only s partial conirol
over the signification of words, ~~though it presupposes the conventional
understanding of particular notions by partioular symbols, snd then,
dealing with the aign aecording to the sense, regulates oaly thoss vari-
stions of meaning which are dependent on the medifications of ascidence
and the arrangements of syntax, that is, regulates only the menner of
signification,— yet within the department of literature thus limited there
iz wide seope for the exertion and improvement of intellest; and espe-
cially will the prastice of ryntastioal parsing be found serviccable in
cultivating the power of exact thouglt, and of definite and orderly
cxpression,

When wo speak of Grsmmer as controlling or regulating words, we
do Dot mesn 1o esaribe to it an original and independent sutharity. The
marite of Horace, respecting the dictatorship of Custom in the province
of phrassology, is well-founded ; only, & Dy, Campbell justly insists, the
usage to which Grammar owes obedienge, is nationsl, reputsble, and
present ussge. And it shonid be furfher gbesrved, that as Grammar is
somminianed to reduce to systematio form the established priveiples and
modes of langnage, and to probibit their alteration, it has also a right to
give oceasional counsel to its dictator, by arguments drawn from atmlogy,
sod thes to contribute to the formmtion of reputable custom: its ehief
bukiness is, to promote the permanence of that which is well established,
while, at the same {lme, It msy aseist in settlng what io dispoted, and in
furthering the improvement of that which admits reform. And let it
naot be thought that, it essigoing the grammatical structure of lenguage
to the authorship of enstom, we invalidate ita claim to be regarded as a
philosophieal study, fitted to cxpand snd invigorate the mind. Lan-
guage is the offspring of intellectual eustom: it is a reflexion of the
human mind: it indicstes that thought has operated in the formation of
its analogies and usages; and that the logos of the Greek vocabulary very

® Essuy on the Undepstanding, Bl iii. Ch. 9.
t System of Logie, Bk, i, Ch, 1.
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natorally and warmatably came to signify recsom, in addition to its prior
signification of dispourss, the chicf evidence and instrument of resson,
There is, howerer, another spesies of dictatorship whish some English
Grammarians have sskinowledged too olsequiously, establisling a feigned
and forced analogy between our own Junguage and othiers to which its
natural strocture is far from being conformable. To translate a system
of Latin Grammar, as & model for the prammatical exhibition of the
Enplish, bas been repeatedly protested against by authors whoss repu-
tation as Latin philologists bes securcd a sirong sanction for their cen-
sure. And, undouhtedly, there ean be Jittle neility in systems which
endenvour to meke English Grammar a stepping-stone to the Latin, by
eonsulting only the gentos and acalogies of the foreign tongue, These
aystems cannot be said to exhibit the priveiples of our lingusge, or 10
devslope its siracture by & netural and rations] anslysis: they emnnot,
for exapaple, without beving recouss® tv en uninstructive dogmatism,
selact certain complex expressions a4 cases, or ay tensex, while they reject
others which have procisely the same character and claim, but which only
have not their inflexional gounterparts in Latin, Such systems, if taught
raticnally, wonld presuppose Hatin to be tanght firsg; but, surely, when
the scquisition of both langueges i» comomplated, the study of compa-
rative grammar would be Letter promoted, by making a knowledge of
the troe clements of Eoglish the initistory scquirement. There is,
doubtless, & superiority emvtamped upon the Lstin lnguage by ite
inflexions, 88 compared with the prepositive substitntes of modern
tongues,—& superiority which must be grevely admitted, although fts
vindieation by the tongue of pedaniry or of prejudice may sometimes
appesr to overrata it* Hut the comparative merita of the two languages
have nothing io do with determining the propriety of assimileting cge to
the other in decictsions and conjugations. At tho same time, it should
not be forgotten, that the great attantion which bas been bestowed on the
classical Innguages of antiguity, has proved eminently servicesble to our
own language ; for, as an cminent German critic hes remarked, * Every
foreign langoege, even a living one, must of necessity be aequired in a
more exact manner than our vernacolar tongoe: ‘Thus the mind becomes

* Bir W, Seott, in # The Heart of Midlothian," makes Reuben Butler
the Schoolmaster say to Dr. Saddletres, “ The nominative cage is that by
which & person or thing is nominsted or designed, and which may te
called the primary ease ; all others being formed from it by slierations
of the ternination in the learned languages, and by prepositions in cur
modern Babylopian jargons” Clap, 5.

A



