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PREFACE

Tae FPublications Committes of the General
Assembly, in concert with the Assembly Arrange-
menta Committen, fms deemed it expedient to
publish this edition of the Manwal of Proctice
and Procedure in & cheaper and more handy
form than the standard edition issued in 1905

Ag the General .e'!l.ﬂ'-:c'mlll_].-' has given nwo
authﬂnty to revise the Manual, the Ehaptarﬂ
which _r_unbhtute: ity miain part we reprinted
as they appesr in the larger volwne. The
Apperlix to this edition, however, contains all
important Aots of Assembly passed sinec 1005,
the knewlsdze of which may be considered necea.
sary for (he proper discharee of ordinary
enclesinstical business ; and the Index hus been
revised ool brought up to date,

It is hoped by both Committoes thak tie wide
circalabion of thia edition of the Manual may
condace to a more widesprend knowledge of,
and intercst in, the work of the Church; that
it may afect bencleislly the conduct of the
business which comea bhafore her Courts; and,
in the words of the Prefpce too the lerger book,
that it may ° serve also to'exhibit the developad
'.-!"EI[‘]LI:.I‘.'I.L of the 1’rc.=h:,-t|.ra:-.iu Syater, which our
fl}I"E.'hﬂlFJ‘E established on the great fundamental
prineiples laid down in the New Testsment for
the Church of Chriat,’

March 1914,



NOTE

Iw the Prelnee to the larger edition the nstore
of the buok ia explained as followa --—

*The Churches whisl by Uheir nniou in Oetober
1800 formed #he United Pree Church of Seetland,
had sach a velome contsining dotaila of the pro-
cedure esmploved in condnoting the busines of the
Chorch in ite different eomreta.  The * Praotice of
The Free Church of Seotlend " wae deswn ap under
bhe direstion of & Commitcee of Assembly, who
gty that thery hod % endeavonred bo Tadicale whol
appests Lo b the approved proclics ineach of 4he
Courla”’ The Geoerl Assembly in fssuinge Lhe
work: “enlliocised Mome oo wselnl  proide; bl
Aeelored that they did ownot propese to decde
authoritatively any comtroverted point® hy mesus
of it.  Co the other hand tho volums of ** FRolea
and Forms of Procedure of the Tnited Presbrrerian
Chureh ™ woa' elothed with Synodieal authority
na nolepislative deolaration of  the manner in
which the buainess of the Churel was to- b earpied
ik, Doring the negotiations whiah preoeded Lhe
Uninn differences of prestice in poiute of deladl
pierged, E-E-'-LI:‘# of which wers ander, the conmider-
ation of the Tnidn Cumm:Lh:L wiid wore getbled
for the Thitted Chureh by the * Plan of Uniow.”
But it was Tell b omee to L essential to Lhe
snpoth and harmonious working of the new
irganigation that the same sort of goidatee which
had been furnished for the sepurate Chorohes by




NOTFE vii

the volumea referrad to ehonld be provided for the
United Church by a similar publisation. A Com-
mittee wad Aooordingly appainted hy the Assembly
of 1901 *for reviting Bules and Forms of Pro-
eedurs,”  The sircatetances, of sourse, demanderd
that this instrmetion should be tuken in ita widest
sense ad ombrasing not merely & reviglon of one or
other of the previously existing publications, but
alsn the revision of the rules themselves, in an far
at:least ag-che preeties of {he two Clvrebes had
iliffered,

“The peselt of the Committec’s work, which
has been submitied before final wpproval to the
FPresbyteries of the Chercll, is eontained in the
paceeeding chaptors,”
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CHAPTER 1
THE KIRK SESS10N

Brormes [ CossTerormion ann DRFTOTATA

I. Thea Kirk Bassion of & congresstion (hero-
inafior deaigraled ' the Bession ') consistas of ita
minigter or minBEtesz amd roling eldere

2, Tho ruling olders are clected by the mem- 4dmisien
bers of the congrogation who are in full com- 10 Gitice.
munion, and they are ordained and admittad
by the Beesion: the minister iz erdained and
indoatad by the Presbytery, and ha is directly
anopuntabls to it for the diecharge of all (he
duties of his office. .

3. The eldera ara alected for life, and hold Tenureof
offiee Lt they cease to be members o the cops O@s.
Erogation, o their mealgnalion is scceptoed, or
they are deposed or otherwise removed  from
offies; T -am-eldér Nae  absitited himself Trom
tho mreotings of the Sesmon for & yesr withoot
due cmuse, the Bession mey, sftor giving him
notice for his interest, Gnd that he hes ceased to
be one of ita mernbers, Elders are, as all nther
members of tha oongregation, undar the jnris-
dmtl{:n of the Seasion.

4, It helongs to the Seasion h:r determine the Fymier vt
number of slders required by the sirourmatances Elierd.
of the congregation; and when it i3 expodient
to eadl upon the congregstion to elest additional
alders.  (Bee Sect, 1y, paga 14.) .

. The minister) is the modorstor of the Moderstor.
Bessior, © At the fivst 1neeting of Sestion aller
the date of h adomission (o office by the Pres-
bytery n cortified Intimation’ of lits wdroeissien

A



