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THE ESSENCE OF INDEPENDENT RADI-
CALISM: INTRODUCTION

Trere are now a good many radicals in the world
who are not “ists”—not State Socialists, not Com-
munists, not Anarchists, not Syndicalists, not Guild
Socialists, They are not ashamed to call them-
selyves Opportunists, however, though that does noet
give them the conventional title of *“ists.” They are
independent radicals, Mugwump radicals. No
school or dogma claims them, yet they are in the
exact, scientific sense of the term radicals.

What is radicalism, in point of fact? Super-
ficial and confusing definitions one finds everywhere,
but few persons scem to know what the touchstone of
radicalism is. Yet there is a touchstone. He is a
radical who believes that the existing social, eco-
nomic and political system is wrong and wrong fun-
damentally; that the so-called Liberal reforms and
palliatives are not sufficient to set it right, and that
profound, far-reaching changes are necessary, de-
sirable and indeed inevitable.

It follows, then, that the radical favors profound
changes, welcomes them so far as they are already
easting their shadows before them, and endeavors to
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facilitate their arrival by interpreting them to the
thoughtful elements of the public and by seeking to
convince conservatives and moderate Liberals amen-
able to reason that it iz idle and dangerous to re-
sist the stream of social tendency.

Now, the independent radical is not a State So-
cialist because he distrusts and fears the State, which
is in its essence tyrannical and intolerant, and al-
ways has been, and must be, unprogressive and in-
cfficient. He is not a State Socialist because he
shares most of the ideas concerning the State which
the philosophical Anarchists, the Guild Socialists,
the Syndicalists, the Single-Taxers and other pro-
gressives have long entertained. Glorification of
“the State” is to the independent radical repugnant
and absurd.

The independent radical is not, however, a philo-
sophical Anarchist either, because that form of
radicalism is Utopian and metaphysical, arid and
anti-Darwinian. That the State may be abolished at
some remote day, is possible. That men and women
may learn to dispense with compulsion in their eco-
nomic and political relations, as they have learned
to dispense with compulsion in the spheres of re-
ligion and msthetics, iz possible. But such hopes
and aspirations have practically no relation to the
pressing problems of the day. The independent
radical would solve these problems along libertarian
lines, though he realizes the necessity—may the
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wisdom—of making substantial concessions to what
is called the Socinlistic spirit and trend of the
time, The independent radical, though individualis-
tic in his philosophy, perceives that it is foolish,
idle and reactionary to oppose—for example—
child labor laws, shorter workday laws, social
insurance, old-age pensions, insurance against un-
employment, and the like. He sees that to oppase
such ameliorative measures is to give aid and com-
fort to toryism, to alienate labor and its middle-
class sympathizers, and to retard the reform
process. He realizes that so long as the State
exists, and is being used by social groups with
power- enough to shape and influence legislation, it
is utterly irrational to expect that labor and the
humanitarians will be induced, this side of the mil-
lennium, to ignore the State or refrain from wvtiliz-
ing its machinery and authority. In short, he
knows that life obeys neo dogmatic formula, and
that progress is a resultant of many forees and
factors.

The independent radical is not a Syndicalist, be-
cause Syndicalism 15 an extremely nebulous affair,
as Prof. Bertrand Russel has pointed out, that fails
to protect the interests of the consumers, of the
public, or to provide for any form of systematic co-
operation among the autonomous syndicates or com-
munes. The Syndiealists have never thought out
or worked out their vague and attractive ideas.



