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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF DRAYTON’S
LIFE AND WORKS

163 Drayeon born at Hareshidl, Warwickshire,

15727 Drayron a page in the hoawse of 8ir Henry Goodere, at Poleswarth,

e 1574 Anne Goodere born ?

Feb, 1591 Drayton in London.  Haermouy of Glurch,

1553 fdea, the Shephernds Gardand.  Legend of Peirs Gatertan.

t§gg  Meas Mirswr.  Manifds,  Lacy Harritpeon becomes Countess of Bedford,

x5 Sir Henry Goodere che elder dies.  Eadinfn and Plode, dedicared o
Lucy Bedford.

1795-6  Anene Goodere marricd o Sir Henry Rainsford.

1596 Marttmedador,  Legends of Rabers, Matilda, aind Gavertan,

1557 Enpland's Heercal Epfasier.

1592 Drayion already az work on the Paljaibien.

1399 Epfutler and Me somnets, new elition. {Date of Porteaic of Deayton in
MWational Pottraic Gallery.)

thon S Foln Hldcacelr,

réozx Mew edition of Episler and L.

1603 Drayron made an Esquire of rhe Bach, co Sir Walter Aston, Te tine
Malssrie of King Tamer,  Barms® HWiarr,

16og  The Gade. o Pean Troumphll, M!_'I'J‘l.f i Map of bir Miracles,

16ey  Firac collecred edicion of Parmr.  Another edicion of Les and Episifer,

1608 Feerer Lyrick aud Parteradf, Odes. Eglors.  The Man in the Movse.

1697 Leyend of Grew Crommmell.

1écl  Beprint of Collvcred Pocens.

1609 Another edition of Cremmrll.

1612 Reprine of Collected Pacms.

161y Reprine of Collected Posms.  First Parc of Palyaiion,

1618 Two Elgries in FierGeoffrey's Saryer and Epigrarmen,

1éeg  Collecred Falio edition of Peems,

1620  Secand edicion of Elmier, and reprine of 1613 Porms,

1622 Palywibion complese.

tézy  Harele af...dg-a'w:uw;' r‘\jmﬂ.\;ﬂh, drg,

1hg0  Muser Efivswm.  Noalls Fload,  Morer Udr Biech and Mirecler, Pawid and
CinlFalr.

1631 Second edidion of tfay folie.  Drayton dies towards the eod of the
yuar.

1636 Posthumens poent dppeaved in dmniis Dubressia,

1637 Poeprr,



INTRODUCTION

Micuaet DrAvToN was bom in 156 3,ar Hartshill, near Atherstone,
in Warwickshire, where a cottage, said o have been his, is still
shown. He early became a page 10 Sir Henry Goodere, at Poles-
worth Hall : his own words give the best piccare of his early years
here! His edncation would seem to have been good, but ordinary ;
and it is very deobeful if he ever went ro a univendty.? Besides
the authors mentioned in the Epistle 10 Henry Reynolds, he was
cerrainly familiar with Ovid and Horace, and possibly with Carollus:
while there seems no reason o dowbr thar he read Greek, though
it is qoite tue thar his references w Greek anthors de nor prove
any firsi-hand acquaintance. He understood French, and read
Rabelais and the French sonmereers, and he seems to have been
acquainted with Tralian.® His knowledge of English literature was
wide, and his mdgement good : but his chief bent lay towards the
history, legendary and otherwise, of hiis native country, and his vast
stores of learning on this sabject bore frnit in che Palyodbion.

While still at Pelesworth, Drayton fell in love with his patron’s
younger danghter, Anne;* and, though she married, in 1796,
Sir Henry Rainsford of Clifford, Drayron continned his devorion o
her for many years, and alse became an intimare friend of her
husband's, writing a sincere elegy on his death.® About February,

! ¢f. Elegy viij, Tr Henoy Somalds, Erqire, p. 108,

? Sir Aston Cokayne, in 1652, says thar he went co Oxford, whils Feay
assgres, without authoricy, char his university was probably Cambridpe.

*of, the motce of Kdar Mirewr, che allusions 1o Ariene in the Nymphidia,
p- 129; and above all, che Hesfeal Epirdles; Dedic. of Ep. of D, of Sofall o
8. i “Sweet 08 thc Fretrel Tongue, mere swect the fafie, bur mose sweer
are they buﬂ'l if spoken by your admired self)  CF Surer 10 Geralidie, [ 1 2qq.,
wich ijrl:a-n‘s note,

' Cf. Sonnee xij (ed. 1802), p. 42, ""Tis nine years now since firss I lost my
wit) (This sonnee may, of cousse, accur in che supposed 1600 ed., which would
fix an earlier date for Deayron's boginning of love.)

* Elegy ix, p. 113
¥



vi Introduction

1§91, Drayten paid .a visit to London, and published his first work,
the Frarmeny of the Church, a sevies of paraphrases from the Old
Testument, in foureeen-syllabled verse of ne particular vigowr or
prace. This book was immediately suppressed by order of Arch-
bishop Whitgift, possibly becawse ir was sopposed to savour of
Puritanism.! The author, however, published another edition in
1670 ; indeed, he seems to have had a fonduess for chis sevle of work
tor in 1604 he published a dull poem, Moyser jna Afap of bic Miracles,
re-issued in 1630 as Afuses bie Bivth and Miracle.  Accompanying
this piece, in 1630, were two other ¢ Divine poems *: Noal's Flond,
and Pevid and Goliath,  Noab's Flasd is, in part, one of Drayron's
happiest artempes ar the camalogue style of bestiary; and Mr
Elwon finds in it some foreshadewing of the manner of Peradize Lost
Bty as a whole, Dirayten’s attempts in this direction deserve the
oblivion into which they, in common with che similar productions of
other anthors, have fillen. In the dedication and preface o the
Farmony of the Chwrch are some of the few traces of Enphuism shown
in Drayton's work ; passages in the Feical Episcler also occur to the
mind.*  He was always averse to affectation, literary or otherwise,
and in Elegy viij deliberarely condemns Lyly's fantastic seyle.

Probably before Drayton went up to London, Sir Henry Goodere
saw thae he would stand in need of a parron more powertul than the
master of Palesworth, and introduced him to the Earl and Counress
of Bedford,  Those who believe ! Drayron to have been a Pope in
petty spite, identify the ¢ Idea’ of his eadier poems with Lucy,
Counress of Bedford 5 chongh they are forced 1o acknowledge as
sclf~evident that the ‘Iden' of his later work is Anne, Lady
Rainsford. They then proceed to say that Drayron, after consistently
honouring the Countess in his verse for twelve years, abruptly

L gf, Morley's ed, of Barons' Wrr, Boe. (1287}, pr 6.

* Cf. E. M. Fp, ' Mar. 1o K, [ 10084, Bee

* Professor Courthope and ochers.  There was some excose for banders before
the publicarion of Professur Elton’s bonk; and they have been made easier by an
unfortunace misprine.  Professor Coorthape owice misprings the firsc line of che
Love-Farzing Sennet, a5 *Since there’s ne help, come Jet us rie and part”, and,

so princed, che [ine supports becrer the theory ehat che poens refers to 2 parroness
ard not to @ mistress.  Cf. Courchope, Hier. Eng. Isetry, ili. pp. goand 43.



Introduction vii

transferred his allegiance, not forgetting to heap foul abuse on his
former patroness; out of pique ar some temporary withdrawal of
favour, Mot only 1s this directly contrary to all we know and
can infer of Drayion's character, but Mr, Elion has decisively
disproved it by a summary of bibliographical and other evidence.
Inte the question it is here unnecessary to enter, and it has been
mentioned only because it alone, of the many Diayton-controversies,
has cast any slur on the poet’s reputation.

In 1493, Drayron published rdea, the Sheplherds Favland, in nine
Eclogues; in 1606 he added a tench, the best of all, w the new
edition, and rearranged the order, so that the new eclogue
became the ninth. In these Pastorals, while following the
Shepherds Calendar in many ways, he already displays something of the
srdy independence which charactevized him chroogh life,  He
abandons Spenser’s quasi-mseic dialect, and, while keeping to most
of the pastoral conventions, such as the singing-matel and threnedy,
he contrives to introduce something of 3 more nawral and komely
strain.  He keeps the political allusions, notably in the Eclogue
containing the song in praise of Bets, who is, of comrse, Queen
Elfzabeth, Bur an over-bold remark in the last line of thar song
was struck our in 1606 ; and the new eclogoe has no political
reference. He s not ashamed to allode directly to Spetiser; and
indeed his dicect debts are limited to a few scattered phrases; as in
the Balled of Dowsrabel  Almost to the end of his literary career,
Drayron mentions Spenser with revercnce and praise}

Tt is in the songs interspersed in che Eclogues that Drayton's hest
work at this time i ro be found : already his metrical versarilivy Is
discernible 3 for though ke doubtless remembered the many varieties
of metre cmployed by Spenser in the Calendar, his verses already
bear a stamp of their own,  The long bur imperuous lines, such as
fTrim up her golden tresses with Apollo’s sacred tree’, afford a
striking contrast 10 the archaic romance-metre, derdved from §ir
Thaparand irs fellows, which appears in Daweabel, and it again to the
melancholy, muormoring cadences of the lamene for Elphin, Tt

1 CE E. and Ploebe, sub finog Sep. S 145=04 Ep by, Rers, 79 804,



viii Introduction

muost, however, be confessed that certain of the songs i the 1593
edition were fall of recondite conceits and labonred antitheses, and
were rightly struck our, © be replaced by lovelier poems, in the
edition of 1606. The song to Beta was printed in Englands Flelicon,
1600y here, for the first time, appeared the song of Dead Love,
and for the only time, Rawlirds Madrigal.  In these songs, Drayton
offends least in grammar, always a weak point with him  in the body
of the Eclogues, in the earlier Sonnets, in the QOdes, occor the most
extraordinary and perplexing inversions. Quire the most striking
feature of the Eclogues, especiaily in their later form, is their bold
attempt at greater realism, at a breaking-away from the conventional
images and scenery. .

Having paid his tribate to one poetic fashion, Drayton in 1594 fell
in with the prevailing craze for sonneteering, and published sdear
Mirranry 2 secies of fifty-one *amours” or sonnets, with two prefatory
poems, one by Diayton and one by an unknown, signing himself Gorbe
il fidele. The title of these poems Drayron possibly borrowed from
the French sonneteer, de Pontoux: in their scyle moch recollecdon of
Sidney, Constable, and Daniel is traceable. They are ostensibly
addressed to his mistress, and some of them are penuine in feeling ;
but many are merely imieative exercises in conceit ; some, apparently,
trials in metre, These amoors were again printed, with the ritle of
fsonnetsy in Iypg,! 1600, rfoz, 1603, rbog, 16oB, 1610, 1613,
1619, and 1631, during the poec’s lifetime, It is needless here
discuss whether Drayton weve the *rival poet’ o Shakespeare, whether
these sonnets were really addressed to a man, or merely to the
ideal Platonic beauty ; for those who are interested in these points,
1 subjoin references to the sonnets which touch upon them.*  From
the prentice-work evident in many of the amoars, it would scem
that certain of them are among Drayton's earliest poems ; but others
show a craftsman not meanly advanced in his art.  MNevertheless,
with few exceptions, this firse © bondle of sonnets ' consists rather of
trials of skill, bubbles of the mind; most of his sonnees which

1 Thase reprines which were really new cditionr are in fealics.
* 1pg4 edy Pref Son and nmos iz, 18, 20y 1pes ody, nos 5,91, 465 1682
ed.y 12, 27, 30 and 160y od, 47,



