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INTRODUCTION

——

Tas Browning Society always wanted a Shilling
Primer to Browning's works; and when a Shilling
Selection from those works was promised, the
need for a cheap Primer became more urgent.
Miss Defries, now Mrs. Leon, kindly undertook
to write the Primer, and Messrs. 3wan Sonnen-
schein & Co. agreed to publish it -
The selection in the sbilling volume is badly
made, ingsmuch as the careless chooser of the
poems has {1) put in several third-rate and un-
interesting poems of Browning's, and left out
some of his best, like fFa Lippe, Caliban, Count
Gismond, Up at a Fifla, Home Thoughts ; and
has (2) confused the time-order of the pieces,
putting {for mnstance) Porphyria’s Lover, of 1836,
batween two poems of 1855, The Stalue and the
Bust and Childe Rolande; and Fisgak Sights, of
1849, between two groups of poems of 1876,
But the little book does contain some of the
poet's most characteristic works, and has intro-



Wi . INTRODUCTION,

duced him to many thousand readers who knew
little or nothing of him before its appearance,
Some of these at least will be glad to see the
general sketch of Browning and his poems that
Mrs. Leon has drawn up.

For myself, wheny urging on folk the study of
Erowniog, 1 always admit bis faults, his often
failure in muutd_[ng his verse, his want of
Incidity, his babit of going off at tangents,
&c.; but I insist that for ﬁmnl[uess, strength,
vividness, penetration, homcur, bu{:}rn_nc}r,; char-
acterisation, insight into music and att, he
has no equal in modern poetry. He is not
for lovers of the commonplace, the pretty,
or the sentimental, for drawing-room misses or
namby-pammby dawdiers: He is for men and
women with the thews of mind and soul which
move the world and raise their possessors to the
highest level that mortals can attain. He is
worthy of the earnest study of all earnest folk ;
and to them I cormmend him.

F. J. FURNIVALL. -

. 278k Cetober, 1892,
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Berort introducing this little book to the pablie,
I should like to thank Dr. Furnivall, who first
suggested to me the idea of writing it—not
only for the idea, but for the kind nse he has
allowed me of his Browning Bibliography, and
of his bocks, My thanks are zlse due to the
works of Mrs. Om, Mr. Arthur Symons, Mr.
Nettleship, and Mr. Fotheringham, which have
been of much service to me,

This book tries to give a first sketch of
Browning’s poetry. It is not meant for readers
to whom the poems are already familiar, but
for those who are as yet umacquainted with
them. To such readers critical assistance
would be almost premature, and I'have in-



vili PREFACE,

tentionally preferred to write in the most con-
ventional and non-critical spirit, hoping no more
than that this book may act as a sign-post to
the beauties which are to be found in the poems,
and to some slight extent as a guide to the way
in which difficulties which are sometimes over-
stated, may be overcome.

My aim is to induce a few more English men
antl women to read ﬁmwning in & spirit of grati-
tude and affection, in order that they may share
the pleasure, and, perhaps, the help, which such
reading has given to may besides me,

T "' E.PH.D.



