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IKTRODUCTION.

HEN vou go to see a pleture, the artist is very careful to sct you
where the right light may fall upen it ; otherwise its beanties
are blurred, its Apures indislinet.  And unless we stand in 2 wriler's
point of view, what was perfectly Iucid and deliniles to him 1z confused
or vaguc to us. Withouwt understandins o writer's aim, we may
derive much information from his hook ; bot we shall cerlainly miss
many of bis points, and be at a distincl dizsadvantage as readers. Tt
is nol without reason. thorefors, that among the (rst questions wo
put about a bools is this, What i5 the author's aim?  This qguestion
cannot always he answered ffoin one prrosal, sometunes not from
many perusals.  And hence il has become the familiar custom of
literzry men to intreduce their books to the public by means of a
proface, in which they indicate their ehjeoct in publishing, and put
their reacders in an atlitude of ntelligence towards whal is to follow.
From what a wotld of labour and misapprehension would a few
words of preface have saved us in connection with the book beflore
s ! Iow thankfal should we he for even o title-page giving a brief
description of the book, and telling us the name of the author, and
the place and date of publication! We have not =0 much as a f7de,
So harely does the baok come dewn to ug, that in its eeiginal Hebrow
it goes by the name of its fGrst word 3 and not tll it was translated
did it win for itself the well-chosen name by which it has cver since
been known.  This namelessness snits its archaic character; and is
a mark of its old-world origin. It comes upon cur hands as a
foundling, and it is only from its own lineaments and language we
cah learn anything of its origin,
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One glance is enough to show us that the style aof writing we have
here to do with is the narrative style. Perhaps it is not too bold to
say that here we have the beginning of Adsfory, the earlicst written
history. For such records as the Chinese annals and the Egyptian
papyri and inscriptions, recording dynasties and deeds, are not
history. You can have history enly where you have a connpection
aund progress 3 some inoer unity linking together successive periods,
and lerming of them one whole, There is no unity Iike the unity of
God's purpose. It is this which cardes on frem age to age the real
history of mat § it is this which links Adam with Christ, the origin
with the consummation of things. S that wherever there was any
consciousness of God and 1T3s purpose, there history could not f211 o
APPCAT,

ﬂga’m, you can only have vory impesfect history 1o any nation
which does not wndersiard its position in the world, as well as in
time.  Even in the historigs of Greece and Bome there 15 2 himailation
of view which spoils Lhe hisiore. IL i3 only of their own country's
growth the writcrs spezlk ; all other interesis are suhordinated to
theirs. Im (Genesis, on the contracy, the race that s the mmediate
subject of the history i3 subordinated to the world al large. it is
“that a1l nations tnay be blessed,” thet Abraham is called. What
was it that in the emlicst dawn, when all other races werc hot
strugpling into sell-conzcivusness, mave to this Hebrew rzee a con-
stiousness af its connection with all men, and therely led them to a
history worthy of the name ?  Itwas here again the light brooght by
the consciousness of God and His purpose that showed them what
else had been dark.

This ook, then, is histary ; Bt it 35 not 2 history of the whole
world.,  The writer from the very first shows his determination
ruthlessly to disappoint curiesity, and to pass by the maost inviting
openings.  He is like a specialist leading you through a preat
museum, who merely throws open a door in passing, and lets you
have a glimpse of exquisite sculpture or paintings before which you
would like to spead hours, ov weasures worth a king's ransom, or
inscriphions which once determined the fate of empires ; but none of
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these detain him, he hurdes you on to his own proper department.
He is & guide who is never seduced from the highway that leads to
his own goal by the most allering bypaths and branch roads. He
merely tells you in 2 word where theze roads lead to, and holds on
his own way,

Neither is it a full histovry of any one peaple that we have here.
You lock in vain for information repardine commerce and literature,
and much elee that constitutes the life of 2 people. The later writers
of thiz same history dismiss with something ke contemptuous
indifference the ordinary details which Al court chrenicles and the
annals of kings. “ The rest of the acts of 20 and so,—if any one 1s
curious encugh to inguire about them,—are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?* It was a single
thread of the history that they were following,  As the historian of a
nation’s literalure or commerce neglects much which a military
historian includes, and as the weiter who undertakes to trace the
growth of pur political institutions must select his material, so do
these Tiblical historians confine Lthemselves to the exhibition of one
element, though that the ruling element, in the national life.  They
seek to exhibit their nation as the theocracy.  They trace its growih
and fortunes as the kingdom in which God was pleased to rele and
manifest Himself in a special way, And it is by this reling aim we
musl measure the sipnificance and impartanees of all they rogord. T
is when we vicw the evenls they relate in connection with the origin,
growth, and fortunes of God’s kingdom oo earth that we see them in
their true light, and as the authar saw theto.

This Book of Geneeis, then, stands first in the Canon of Scripture,
becauee it gives an account of the origin of Ged's kingdom on earth,
It was in the exodus that kingdom was born, at Sinai it received its
legistation, in Canaan it was put i pnssessinn af its Jand.,  But these
fundamental events of the history of religion could not have been
underslood without the Book of (Genesis, in which we are led to the
raot and source of all, and are shown man’s original relation to Geod,
how that relation was marred by sin, how God restored it, and
especially how the seed of His promise fructifying in the heart of
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faithful Abrabam produced at last a compact peaple of God, a
kingdom in which God could rule, and from which He ceuld bless
the race. It is a Bock of Origing, but specially of the origin of all
that has a bearing upott the kingdom of God vpon carth. The
ofigln of those institutions and customs and laws which the Mosaic
code took up and perpeteated is related=—the origin of the Sabbath,
of mariage, of sacrifice;, of the prohibition to eat blood, of the
capital punishment of murdetr, of circumcision, and so forth — all
these ofigins arc carefully related. Much may be omitied that the
archaologist seeks to know, but nothing is omitted that is requisite
Lo the clear understanding of the origin of that people and kingdom,
whose history is the kistory of God’s revelation of Himsell And
to wnderstand with what o master hand and in wha: never-fading
colour: theose orviging have heen skoiched, cne has only te lovk intwe
his own mind and recopnise the incffaccable, indelibie impressions
thetc cxisting,

L it be asked, What maierials docs the author seem to have wsed
for the mlalment of this aim ? the answer canool be perfectly definite.
The idea that he merely sat down and wrote without any consultation
of documents, inquiring researeh inte facts, or recording of traditions,
will not stand examination, BEot to the careful reader ong thing
hecomes perfectly clear, and that is, that the author is ne: engaged
in writing a free and coutinvous Lislory, as a man may write from
persoral observation, bel that he is compiling or piecing together
parallsf nccounts,

Neither has the auther been al any pains to conceal this. He
has been nt grealer pains te collect and preserve all the available
information, than to pizce it togother into one luent and smooth.
fowing narrative, He allows you to see the jeinings. He does not
fuse the original stories and mn them out again in one continuous
stream into an entireiy nes moold, ot bolts them tagether, for the
most part zolid and intact as be (nds them, 1L is to this cirevmstance
we owe the singular simplicity and everlasting beauty of the Book
of Genesis. The grace and vividness of these stories that we never
weary of reading, and in which each character stands oul with a



