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A BRILLTANT WOMAN.

CHADPTER L
THE UNEXFECTED HAPFENS.

Prrelex1Ty, anxiely, and a surprnize she could not
conceal, chased each other alternately cver the face
of & maiden lady as she rcad a letter she had just
reeeived.

She was sitting at breakfast in a delightful,
cheerful, sunny breakfast-room.  The sunrays played
upont  brilliant silver, exquisitely fine linen, and ail
those small dainties which, by reason of their
minuteness and of the slender nourishment they
afford, procluim the absence of the camivorous

ammal—man.
V. 1. i
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Two bantam's eggs, 4 little fottuce, some radishes,
fruit, and wvarious hot cakes were all arranged
within her reach,  She had poured oot her tea and
had then noticed one letter on the ep of her other
letters, conspicuously challenging her attention, and
she read it The tea-urn steamed and her tea
cooled, but she sat with the wtmost disregard of
both these things. She was pale, a little faded,
and elderly, but her eyes were still fine, and her
hands were white and beautifully shaped.

She let her cyes wander over the well-kept lawn,
the sunlight playing through the huge branches of
some fine cedars, and with a start turned to her
breakfast, barely touched it, and re-read her letter.

The lady, Miss Burlington, was the aunt of Mr, Cyril
Burlington, a large landed proprietor on the borders
of Worcestershire. He was a man of thirty-six and
she had brought him up entirely, been his most
Toving guardian, cared for his welfare as a schoolboy,

sent him to travel in his youth, and looked after



The Unexpected happens. 3

his property till he was old enough to look after
it himself.

His father had been killed out hunting when he
was a littdle boy in pelticoats, and his mother had
not long survived the loss of the husband she
idolized. From the time Cyril came of age Miss
Butlington had urged Wm to marey, which was a
great mistake, sinee men have a way of arranging
these matiers for themselves, and vory often bocotie
adverse to anyvthing pressed upon them.

But she was anxious to see him happily married.
She felt deeply the mnmense wickedness of man,
cspecially as set forth in the papers; and she con-
sidered that no girl in her proper senses—no very nice
girl—would refuse him.  He wanted no fortune with
his wife, as he was very rich, He was well boen,
and did net core for connection. This gave his
choice much freedom and 4 large area.

The letter which disturbed her was not alarming.

It was unexpected, and announced his engagement



4 A Britbant Woeman,

to a young lady; but there was something nega-
tive, an absence of the overflowing delight Miss
Burlington was romantic enough to expect on such
an occasion. There was also a postsenipt. Unlike
the usueal letter of o man, it comtamed matter for
thought. “She is & very brilliant ereature.”  What
did this mean# ‘That other qualities were wanting ?
She had to write, of course, at once to the darling
of her heart.  She knew that she must feel differ-
ently before writing and shc went out on the
lawn,  Cyrl was grave, somewhat sedate, as a
man 1= apt to be with the shadow of two graves
lying over his childhood. He was full of talent,
which was generally a surprise to people who did
not know him well, and who considered him dull
on slight acquaintance. Even upon subjects he had
thoroughly studied he was reticent of speech. Miss
Burlington, knowing how well he might have un-
swered, argued, and even convinced people, re-

proached him at times with his silence. But he laughed



