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PROLOGUE.

Ou, well, said Burns, who was near Na-
ture, “a man's a2 man for a’ that ¥—for all
of all things. This is no particular story,
although it may deal with South Africa; it's
just in proof of the assertion of the inspired
Beot,

Let men talk and quibble; give me the
man who does things. Let him fail, but let
him rise from failure.

But this story is not mine; it’s John Bar-
ton’s, who saw and knew it all, as he will tell
you. It's a story of the new land and of the
man who failed and succeeded, of a nation’s
policy and & strong man’s mysticism; of Fra-
ser of Glencoe, and of Maigie Halton; and
of Tirwin, the financier, who put a trade’s in-
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viii PROLOGUE.

terest above the interest in woman or the re-
spect for other men's rights.

It begins with what happened at Rimin-
jie and at Gilmer's in I bave forgotten
the year. But here it begins, if you will
listen. May you listen as rapt as the Arabians
who heard the Nights at the end of a lazy
day.
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