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LECTURES ON GEOGRAPHY

LECTURE 1

Introduction—Proper scope of geographical teaching—Proposed
treatment of the subject—Sketch of the growth of knowledge
of the form, movements, and magaitude of the earth—OF the
eonstruction of maps and the art of navigation.

WHEN the University of Cambridge resolved

in june last to accept the proposal of the

Royal Geographical Society to provide a

lecturer on geography with the aid of funds

to be supplied by that Society, a wish was
expressed that the appointment should be
postponed until the next year; and that the

Council of the Society should endeavour to

arrange in the interval for the delivery of
B
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introductory lectures, illustrative of the
general character and scope of the instruc-
tion in geography suitable for a University
course, which it would in future be the duty
of the lecturer to impart.

It is by desire of the Council of the
Royal Geographical Society that 1 have
undertaken to give effect to this wish of
the University authorities.

After careful consideration, 1 have come
to the conclusion that I should direct atten-
tion to the subjects with which instruction in
geography should deal, rather than to the
form in which it should be imparted. I can
profess no personal experience qualifying me
as a teacher, nor do [ think that any useful
end would be gained by my offering sugges-
tions as to the method of teaching geo-
graphy most suitable for students at the
University. [ cannot doubt that it should
be left to the lecturer to select the particular
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methods which best satisfy himself, and
appear to him most appropriate in relation
to the general course of instruction pursued
at the University.

That the study of geography should have
been recognised by our two great Uni-
versities, for the first time in the past year,
as deserving a place among the subjects
which they undertake to teach, no less than
my own presence here for the purpose
already stated, are sufficient indications that
there have hitherto been no very precise
notions of the position of geography as a
branch of knowledge susceptible of scientific
treatment, nor indeed as to its deserving any
special attention apart from its utility in
supplying varicus branches of study with
topographical facts. Hence the view of the
matter which I shall place before you must
be understood as representing only my own
personal opinions, though 1 have every
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reason to think that, in substance, the same
opinions are held by all those, both in this
country and elsewhere, best qualified to be
your guides.

Geography has till a comparatively short
time ago been commonly viewed rather in
the light of its practical value in supplying
maps of the world, and of the interest that
attaches to the exploration of unknown
countries, than in relation to other branches
of knowledge, or to the general body of
physical science. The more obvious facts
for geographical observation are such as
strike the least instructed, and the frst
steps were taken by those wheo had neces-
sarily little appreciation of the true signi-
ficance of much that they saw, and were
incapable of doing more than collect, and
that very imperfectly, the materials which
their successors are bringing into a scientific



