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PREFACE.

BevERarn years ago, the author was engaged br the publishers
of Weld's English Graomoar to revise that work, with instructions
to maka sach changes in it as would in his opinion perfect the
srstom therein prosented, This task he performed to the best
of Nis ability, making 23 good o book a3 he knew how to prodoes
o Weld's systom. Fhia system, however, was not his own ; in
many important points it did oot ropresest his views; por was
it his provines, being simply its editor, to introdoce his own pe-
enlier views into the revised book. They Lave been retained for
the present work, contemplated long before tho revislon wos nn-
dertaken, and here presented ms o new and distinet System of
Grammar,

In offering the prosent (rammnar to the public, the author
begs leave to refer to the work fscll as the best exponent of those
pecillaritios by which it is to bo approved or condemned. A fow
words, however, may not be improper here a3 to its plan and gen-
eral featnres,

Cirammanr has hitherto been a dry and hard subject to teach.
It [s bere sought to make it easy and interesting by comlbining
practice with theory, exanple with precept, on a moro liberal
scale than lias herctofure generally boen dove, The matter fs
divided into shiort lessons, followed in every gase by an Exercise,
which applics in every variety of way the principles just laid
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down, and froquently embodies a praetical review of what has
been previously learned.

Deflnitions ave approached by means of preliminary illustra-
tions, which make their abstract lungunge intelligible while it is
in process of learning,.

Words are elss:ified as parta of gpeech polely and exclosivery
gecording to theie wse in the ssnrence. This cowrse does pway
with all arbitrary distivetions, and eoables the papil to clasafy
worda readily ond correctly for himaclll

The Raoles of Byntpx are Introdoecd as they are needed, in
connection with etvmelopical parzivg. Thus, omong other ad-
vantages, §s avoided the unreasunalblencss (inevitable, when thess
ruled are kept beek) of requiting o popdl tie give the pase of bouns
nnder cirenmstancea in which he can have no poszible eloe to it

A simpla method of analyeing scutcnees is presemted, not en-
cnmberad with technieal Lerms or reqoiring labor on the teacher's
part to malke it avaitalde

There i3 no avoiding of difienlties, A lesson is expresdly de-
voted to the explanation of perplezing constructions.

Many winor points may also be notieed ; such as doing away
with the peuter gender, a factitioas distinetion engrafted on English
Grammar from the elossical langusges; the view taken of com-
parison ; the comprelionsive trestinent of soxiliarics, and diree-
tioma for thelr proper nsa: the introduction of need, a5 an auxil-
iary of the present potentiad ; the unesnally full Exercisos on Fulse
Syntax; and the gencrol arrangement and adaptation of the whole.

It iz believed that this Grunmar will be found to work well in
the class-room, and, whether used in eonnection with the author's
books om Composition or fndependently of them, to impart a
thorough knowledge of our lunguage. -

Xew Yorx, July 22 1508
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LESBON I,

LETTERS, BYLLADRLEE, WOLDSE, SERTENCER

1. Wear Grawar s—bMen have minde; with
these they think. Men have speech; this enables
them to express their thonghts, '

Thoughts are expressed with words,  Grammar
teaches ws how to put wonds together, to express
thouglita corrcetly,

Thoughts may be either spoken or written.  Gram-
mar, therefore, teaches ws how to spesk and write cor-
rectly,

Different langnages, sueh n2 English, French, Latin,
have different peeutiarities,  Ilenee every lnnguage has
its own grammar.  Enelish Grammar teaches ns how
to speak and write the English language eorreetly.

2, Wonrms.—A Word is the sign of an idea.

Witk whiat dosnen think T Flowars they onabled to expresa thelr thoughiad
With what mre thonghts expresas]1? Whal teaclies ud how e pol wonds fo-
priher, b0 expresa thonghis eorrestly T Tlow mey thooghts be mode known
What, then, doss (dpammar Gpach uet What does Eiglish Gieammoar teach sl
What e 0 Wendl Ghive an egansple, low are words comblised ! ive an



