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PREFACE,

Hahnemann first promulgated his diseovdry of & new
law of cure, in a very humble manner, in the year 1796
in Hufeland's Journal.

Beventy-seven yuars have elapsed sinece then, and this
law has been adopted in their practice by a numerous
body of educated physicians in all parts of the globe.

Bome twenty-two years ago, by invitation of the Rhode
Island Hommopathic Medical Society, we made an at-
tempt to place the truth of this law on an impregnable
and uneontrovertable bagis

Bince then, numerous new facts have been collected by
the lecturer and added to his former eseay. In this rc-
novated improved form, the lecture was delivered as a
preliminary discourse to the students of the Homaopathic
College of Pennsylvania, during the winter of 1872,

THE AUTHOR.

Philadelphia, 1511 Areh St, March, 1874
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At the annual meeting of the Rhode Inland Hommopathic Society,
holden in Providence, Wednesday, May 7th, 1851, Dr. Charles Neid-
hard, Professor of Clinieal Medicine in the Homwopathic Medical
College of Penneylvania, delivered the annual address. A lurge and
digcriminating audience listened with great interest and attention,
to this, the first popular lecture on homoopathy ever delivered in
Rhode Island. Afier the lecture, the following resolutions were
unanimously adopted by the society :—

FEesolved, That we offer our unanimous vote of thanks to De. C.
Neidhard, for his able and interesting address delivered before us
this evening, and that we raquest a copy of it for publication.

Resalved, Thut a commitics be appointed by the Chair, (the Chair
io conslder himself one) to present the above vote lo Dr. Neldhard,
and in ease of hie acceptance, to make arrangementa for the publica-
tion of his address.

Dra. Okie, Preaton, Barrows, I'Wolf and Hoppin were appointed
the committee; wherenpon the following correspondence then took
place :—

FroviDesce, Tth, 1851,
D . NEIDIARD © Moy

. DEar Sm:—The undersigned are appointed a commitiee, by
the Rhode Island Homeopathic Society, to offer you their nnanim-
ous vote of thanks, for yonr able and interesting address, delivered
before them this evening, and to request & copy of it for publication.

Heartily coinciding with the above vote of the society, we beg
leave to 2dd our individual requests, that an address, so useful to the
canss of hommopathy, may have a more extended eireulation, to-
gether wilth the very high consideration, with which we are, dear sir,

Your ohedient servant,
A H. Oxir, MDD,
H. C. Peeatox, M.D2,
Iaa Banrows, M.D),  Committee.
J.J. PWorr, M.D.,
W. Horeixn, M.D.,
The following was returned by Dr. Neidhard :

Provinexce, May Tth, 1851,

Mussis, AL T Owe, 1L O, Presyox, gve, Committee ;—

Giesroenes -—1 cannot bat feel h]g‘h]}' gmliﬁl:-d that my ad-
dress was #o favornbly received by yoor society, and by younselves,
It wis written for vou, at your requeet, and although I eannot bat
believe thot vou hove over estimated its influence upon the cause,
gtill T ean but comply with the wishes of the society, so flatteringly
X sy 1

Accept, peutlemen, for the society and for yonrselves individuslly,

my kind regurds,
Caarues NEIDHARD,




EXTRACTS FROM NOTICES.

A friw words of explanaiion to my Crifics of the Universalily of the
Homeapathic Law, by C. N

The British Jowranl of Homeopathy, in its eriticiam * On the Uni-
versality of the Homeopathic Law,” says: “ It is rather an example
of perverted ingenuity {o attempf to trace the working of the
Homaopithic Lew in the department of morals, politics, edueation,
apricultore, chemistry and phyeics.  Of course far-fetched snalogies
may be found everywhere, and cven amoeng the most unlike things,
but the discovery of snch analogies belongs more to the art of the
poet than to that of the physician, and we do not believe that any
one was ever reslly converted to doctrines in one department of
philosophy, Acience; art, or religion, by the most ingenions annlogiqs
drawn frimn other departments. So thaet, with all respect for D,
Xoidbard, we fney his ingeunity io this casay i3 rather misplaced,
and we must express our decided prefarence for his contributions to
practical medivine, of which he has furnished ue with many brilliant
specimena.”

The main parpose in publishing this second adition of my esay,
was 1 desire to demonstrate as far a8 lay in my power, to the gtill
nnbelieving lost of old school phiysicians, and also 1o the intelligent
luity, the diving origin and universality of this woniderful Homeoo-
prathie Law of Cure.

The main body of these physicians has run aground in the heliel
that hommopathy is merely an ingenious invention of & talented but
visionary physician—Hahnemann, They firmly believe that, like
the expectant method of Stahl, the strictum and lexnm theories of
Hoffman, the humoralism of Boerhave, and later the constrastimulns
of Brown, the Broussaian doctrine of inflammation of the mucons
tizane, like hydropathy and the many other pathies, homeopathy
will have its day and then pass awey, in order to make room for a
new delusion. Thay are convinced that wll the seceders from the
ranks of the olld schiool will in time return to thelr alma mater and
be glad to forget their previous errors.  Thae little good that is in the
homeopathic doctrine will be accepted by them and incorporated
with the old school maxims.

In republishing this esany with very copions additions and alter-
ations, it hag almost become u new work. 1 have endeavoured to
ahow to these unbelievers that this [lomaopathic Law is a grest and




universal fact and of much greater significance than was ever con-
ceived by them., [ is the long sought law in medical arl, and does nol
stand taclafed, but ix in harmony with the whole eyele of Muman ekislenne,
The facts here adduced are by no means * far-fetehed,” as my critie
avers, hut presented themselves almost spontanecunsly to my mind.
The more I ponetrated into the mysteries of this law, the clearar
became my vigion with regard to its oniversal application. I have
no doubt that the beat minds of the old schocl cannot fail of being
struck by the trothfuluess and striking character of these analogies.

Even the hommopathic physician, Bowever practical may be his
mind, and convinced us he may be of tha main importanee of apply-
ing this law at the bedside, will still sce the advanlage of these
investigations, They place his doctrine even in theory, fortifled by
innumerable facts, on & stronger basis,

As far as my observation has gone, the ideas here advanced have
opened the eyos of many caltivated minds to the first gliminering of -
homﬁopathic trutl, and finally to the vast importance sod wide
range of its doctrines. —Journal of Homeopathic Materie Medice.

We will not indulge in a lenpthy discussion of Dr. Neidharnd's
readable and suggestive eseay, now in the second pamphlet edition,
st by placing it firat in our reviews, thus call sttention to it. 1t i=
unother essentially popular pemphlet, of which many more should
be dissemninated among the people.—New England Medical Gazette,

This lectnre will nol fail to interest a1l readers. and howeopathic
physicians are under obligation to the anthor for placing ar their
epmmand o many foreible iliustrations of the Law of Cure —Jourial
of the Hommopathic Malerin Medira,

Dr. Neidhard has certsinly handled his sobject in & masterly
manner, and hiz essay is well worthy of the attention of all stadents
of medicsl selence.— Ruening Telegrapl,

Dr. Netdhard presents s singularly clesr statement of the homoeo-
pathic the:.;r'y of medicine, and he makes out o very strong case for
it— — —

1t will give many readers a much clearer idea of whal homoo-
pathy is, and what iz the nature of its clwims, than can readily be
obtained from any other easily accessible source,—FErening Bulletin,

This essay will be found interesting reading even by those who
do not accept the authors conclusions. He has bronght together a
large amount of curious and entertaining matter in illnstretion of his
subject.— Boston Juurnal of Chemistry.

It i certainly a very able and ingenions argument, and will
intersst all sindents of homeopathy, and alllgho desire to know
more of this subject —Merald of Health, v
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It seems late in the day to appear as an advocate of the
truth of the Hommopathic Law of Cure,

In view however of the entire unbelief of its validity
by many eminent and worthy physicians, it becomes
clearly our duty to make another attempt to exumine its
pretensions. Most people when thinking or speaking of
hommopathy always have in their mind's eye, the infinit-
esimal doses, as if hommopathy was entirely involved in
them.

Tt is true-—homeeeopathy generally requires smaller doses
than the old school, but it is by no means the most salient
point in its doctrines; for we can also eure with large
doses aa Hahnemann did at the beginning of his homeeo-
puthic career.

The prevailing practice of medicine, having acknow-
ledgingly no law to guide it in the sclection of its reme-
dies for the cure of diseases, it becomes the duty of every
physician, no matter to what school he may belong, to
examine the pretensions of homwmopathy with regard to
the universality of its curative law.

The doctrine that many diseases are caused by vibriones
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and vegetable growths, has much futurity in it. But
even if that doctrine be true, the different influencea on
which these growths depend will require the use of the
homeeopathic law for their eradication.

There have been of late few direet attacks againat the
hommopathie doctrine or practice.

Its influence npoun the old scheol is daily wmb]e. Ex-
amine the present prescriptions of the most noted praeti-
tioners und compare them with those some thirty or forty

years ago, you will be struck with the great changes
whu:h have taken place. The simplicity of thn modern
formulas is evident.

It this state of things is not produced by the influence
of the homecopathie school, what other influence is it
owing to? Some physicians of the old school admit to
the homeeopathie practice a conditional value. TProfessor
Bidney Ringer of London University has aecepted in his
work on Materia Medica all the best homaopathic reme-
dies, without acknowledging the source from which he
received his information.

What we wish and must endeavor to establish and to
place on the firmest foundation, by overpowering testi-
mouy trom all sources, is the “ IMniversalily of the Homeo-
puthic Law.”

Not only has medical science furnished us innumer-
able facts in eluvidation of this law, but also chemistry,
anatomy, agriculture and particularly the various opera-
tione of the human mind.

If this fundamental law can be overthrown, then homaso-
pathy, as & science, i8 as good as lost. If it i3 nol a uni-
versal law of cure, that will shorten the natural course of dis-
eases, that will mitigate more permanently the pains of disease
than any other method of eure, it will not deserve our respect
ror our study.

Bat if this law be once placed on a firm basis, bayond the
doubt even of the most sceptieal, its universal adoption
by the scientific world cunnot be far distant.




