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PREFACE.

Ir Is mot without considerable hesitation that I have concinded Lo insert the
words ¢ Becond Edition’ in the title-puge of this Grammar, I is in all essen-
tial poinis & new and independent work, written with little reference fo its pre-
decessor, and retaining but faw of its dlstinguishing féatures. The simple faet
that it is & work on the same subject, and by the same aothor, is all that I can
adduce to jostify the appellation. -

The reasons which bave prompted eo entire a re-modelling of the original
work are of & mmltifaricus character, some of which are more easily {el: than
described. A desire to avail myself of the friendly hints of many eminent
scholars and teachers of Hebrew led me, in the first instance, to endenvor, with-
ontmaking any material alieratfon in the plan, simply to correct what was et-
roueons, o supply what was delective, aud to elacidate what was obscure, in the .
former edition. But it struck me, a8 [ proceeded, (hat in the present state of
Hebrew learning in onr sountey, the atlempt might be safely made (o inearpo-
rate in my work svme of the results of the recent labors of Germun philologists
in this department, Asa marked advavce has been made of lale years fn ex-
plainiog tha reasons of many of the faste of the langunge, it seemed desirable
to mnite wilh the pueposed simpiicity of the former treatlse, such a scientific
view of the Interior principles and structore of the Hebrew, as should satisfy
the inguiries of the intelligent learoer. Bat as this coald not be done without
losing sight, in great measacre, of the previons work, I soon resolved upon re-
writing the whole,

In the execuiion of this plan I lay claim to no merit but that of having at-
tempted Lo make a jodicions use of the materials farnished by these who have
gone belore me in the same field. From these I bave selected and arranged,
with my bast judgment, whatever segmed adapled o the design of & sound prae-
tical system of Hebrew Grammar. Without an inténtional adherence to any
particalar sehool, [ must perbaps acknowledge mysell most largely indebied to
the labors of Ewald, of whose grammatical works a fuller account is given in
the Intreduetion. To him T wish partiealar!y to assign the credit of two among
the most valoable and interesting featores of my work: [ allude to the doctrine
of the Floating Shera apd the Fore-tons ; which under his plastic band are made
to solve very happily some of the leading problems of the punciudtion. In ad-
dition to Ewaid. the Grammars of Gereniug, Jahn, Lee, 8chreder, Roorda,
Huarwitz, and Staare, have been constantly before me, as well as 1hose of the
older rchool of Buxtorf and Opitlns, 81l which, by varicus suggestions, have
eoniriboted more or less w give form and character to my own. To Gesenins
especially I am Indebied for the illustration (p. 49) of the muteal voeal rela-
tions of @, ¢, i, ¢, %, by means of the triangolar diagram.
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To the very valusble Grammar of my friend end official associate, Prof
Nordheimer, [ bave made gccasional references, and they would probubly have
been still more mumerous but for the fact, thal the body of my work was entirely
written before I became awars of his Intention to publish. Had I kanown ftat
an earlier date I might have questioned the expediency of going on with my
own undertaking. Perhaps it had bees wiser to have waved it, ag it waz; bat
one is slow io come to a decislon that woold require him to throw away the
labor of many months; and &5 I perceived thai our several plans were in many
respects different, Idetermined on the whele to east my bread also upon the
waters. It is dme, however, to Prof. N, 10 say, thet with a singular freedom
from the influences that often weigh with aothors, be has evinced from the first
& kindly interest ln my enterprise, and proffered every assimance in bis power
in eonducting the work through the press. For this generons service, and for
the many valusble suggesons on the subject of Hebrew Grammar and Phi-
lology in gemerel, derived (rom wy intercomrse with him, I am bappy in this
oppernanity of expressing my unfeigaed thanls.

Nor will graiitude for literary courtesies allow me to pass annoticed the ajd
very kindly tendered n corregiing the proof-sheets of the latier half of the vol-
ume by Prof. J. Seixas, a well known tegeher of Hebrew in the Uniled Srates.
My only regret is thai circumstances did oot permit him 1o afford te my pages
from the outset the benefit of his accurate revisals. As it is, althongh the por-
ticn submitted to his praciised eye is more especially free from errors of the
press, yol [think I may assure the reader of the general typographical eorrect-
ness of the whole work. Occasional inaccaracies in the vowel-peinling or
letters may hete and there be detecied additional to those that appear in the
table of Erreta, but they are mostly of a very wrifling nature, and Lne learner
may go forward in the full confidence of not being misled in any important
point, eilher through the lapse of type or pen. Extraordinary care partico-
larly has been bestowed in this respect upeo the Analysis of the First Chapter
af Genesis at the close of the volums, which will be found of great service as
& Praxis for the beginner, and the use of which will perhaps sapply the best
test of the adaptedness of the Grammar to its objects. This Analysis might
have been considerably extended, bul it is believed that after the thoreogh in-
fiation inte the vowel strociure of the langaerge, he will have litile diffculty
in solving any apparent mysteries that may occur in his subseqaent progress,

With an earnest hope chat Jbe wark mey conduce samewhat 10 the farther-
gnce of the interests of Hebrew literature—but ancther name for ssered phis
dology— the anthor commends it (o the (avor of Lhe public.

G. B.

New Vork, July 1st, 1839,
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