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LORD CORNWALLIS

CHAPTER 1

Eanry LiFrr AxD Amenicay CaMmramay

Tue family of Cornwailis, Mr. Ross savs witl
truth. was of sone dmportanee in Ireland. as iz shown
by the family papers, The fivst of whem we lear
anything positive in England  was Thomas Corn-
wallis, who beesme Sheriff of Lendim i oog78 e
acquired property in Softolk, and his son and gramd-
son representod that eounty in Parlimment. One of
his snecessors helped fo suppross the insurreetion of
Wyatt, and was rewanded by the office of Treasurer
of the Household, The grandson of the Treasover
was created a baronet by Charles I supported the
Royal eaunse, and followed Charles T to the Cadinent.
After the Restoration. Sir Fredeviek Beeame Baron
Cornwillis in 1681, The thind holiler of this title i=
known as having married  Anne Scoth, widew of
Monmouth and Duchess of Buoecleugh, The fifth
baron, who was Chief Justiee of Eyre sonth of Trent,



il LORD CORNWALLLY

and Coustable of the Tower, was ereated Earl Corn-
wallis and Viseount Brome in June. 1753 His son,
born Decomber 310 1738, i the subject of the present
(ST ANLRTE

Charles, seeoml Earl and fivst Marquess Cornwallis,
was elueated at Eoons and, aeeording to the eustom
of the tivie, entered the army at the age of eighteen,
Hiwas sent alvoad ino1757 to aequire some teelini-
el knowledae, and Joined the Military Aeademy at
Tarine  Soveral amnsing aneedotes of his life there are
diven i letters from n Prossian oflicer, Captain D
Roznme, who appems to hive aceotopanicd the young
Englishman as o sort of teavelling companion and
tutor. The diseipline of the Academy seems to have
Twen fuirly striet, and Lord Brome spent his time in
learning to danee and fenee, studying the German
Bognagre, sl taking lessons in the riding school.
Mier Leaving Turin he vigited some of ghe German
vonurts, servedd on the stalt of Lerd Granby, and was
present ot soveral netioms on the Continent, ineluding
the battle of Minden.  Im 1760 he enteved Parlinment
ax nember for Eyeo, int in less than two years he
siveecded o the earlaomn, ot the death of his father in
Jnue, 1762,

Hitherto there had been nothing extroovlinary in
the career of Farl Clornwallis. He had benefitted by
i publie school wilneation.  Hig mind had been opened
and Bids taste dmproved by forcign travel, and he had
sect some hard service ab Minden, Labinan, and other
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mwinor actions against the French., On his return
howe he continned te pay attention to his military
duties and was stationed with his regiment at Dublin,
Derby, Gloueester, and Gilealtar,  In July, 1768, he
married Jemima, dawghter of Colonel Jones of the
third regiment of Foor Guards, He seems to have
been eonstantly in his place in the House of Peers.
and to have voted usually with Lord Shellmrne, who
evenfunlly beeame the first Lord Lansdowne, and
with Earl Temple. It 35 significant that notwith-
standing the politieal epinions of his predecessors he
was steadily opposed te the scheme for taxing the
Amcrican eolonists, and though he held divers Minis-
terial appoimtments he voted againgt the Ministry of
the day on more than ene veension, In 1770 he was
violently denouneed Ly Juntus, and by that venomons
writer was credited with the Intention of *retiring
into voluntary banishment in the hope of recovering
sotne of his reputation,

This attack rezts on no more basia of truth than
many of the acensations of Junius.  But so far from
retiving from publie life into soeial exile, it was the
fate of Cornwallis from this date to take a deeided
and prominent part in most lmportanot events in
Ameriea, in India, in Lelend, and on the Continent,
Practienlly, his publie eareer way be divided into
four portions, He pommanded a division of Royal
troops and saw mueh scrviee in the Awmeriean War
of Independence. He was Governor-General and



