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PREFACE

From the matter which fs here presented, es-
pecially in the first part, we leatn that nutnerous
gospels cireulated in the early Choreh. DBut we
also know that toward the end of the second cen-
tury, the same four gospels which we have still are
found recognized in the Churcl, and are repeatedly
quoted as the writings of the aposties, and disciples
of the apostles, whose names they bear, by the
three most ecclesinstical teachers — Irenges, in
Gaul, Clement in Alexandria, and Tertullian in Car-
thage. True, that gospels which were used by he-
retical parties, were sometimes appealed to also by
arthodox teachers, bul the four wers, at that time,
and from that time downward, considered as the
peculiarly trustworthy foundation on which the
Christian faith rested, The reasons assigned by
Irenzeus in his work against beresies, why there
are exactly four gospels, neither more nor less, are
these: “ the gospel is the pillar of the Church; the
church is spread over the whole world; the world
has four quarters; therefore it is fitting there
should also be four gospels. Again, the gospel
is the divine breath, or wind of life for men; there
are four chief winds, thercfore four gospels.” He
builds another argument on the fourfold appear-

iii

266506



iv PREFACE

ance of the cherulim, “ The cherubim,” he says,
* are fourfold, amd their faces are images of the ac-
tivity of the Son of God.  The first beast was hike
a lion, signifying his commanding and kingly dig-
nity; the second like a calf, signifving his priestly
office; the third like a man, dencting his incarna-
tion; the fourth like an eagle, denoting the Holy
Spirit, flying aver the chureh. Like these are the
gospels.  John, who beging with the (zodhead and
descent frotm the Tather, is the lion; Luke, whe
beging with the priesthood and sacrifice of Zach-
arias, is the calf; Matthew, who begins with his
human genealogy, the wan; Mark, the eagle, who
commmences with the announcement of the pru-
phetic spirit — The beginning of the gospel as it
is written by Isaiah the prophet " " {111, g—11).

But there can be no dooht that besides the
canonical gospels others were also current, which
contained an coline of the doctrine of Christiamty.
This can be inferred from Loke's prologue to his
gospel (T, 1—4), and more especially from Origen's
comment thereon. Says he: “ The phrase ‘ have
taken in hand ' implies a tacil accusation of those
who rushed hastily to wrile gospels without the
grace of the Holy Spirit.  Matihew and Mark and
Luke and Jehn did not ‘take in hand * to write their
gospels, but wrote them heing full of the Hely
Spirit. . . . The Charch has four gospels,
heresies very many, of which one s entitled *ac-
cording to the Egyptians,” ancther according to
the twelve Apostles.” . . . Four gospels only
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are approved, out of which we must bring forth
points of teaching under the person of ocur Lord
and Saviour. There is I know a gospel which is
called ' aceording to Thomas,” and one * according
to Matthias”’; and there are many others which
we read, lest we should seem to be unacquainted
with any point for the sake of those who think they
possess some valuable knowledge if they are ac-
quainted with them, Dut in all these we approve
nothing else but that which the Church approves,
that is four gospels only as proper to be received.”

Now, some of the false gospels were probably
only a frue gospel altered to suit the views of a
partivular man or sect or party. We lnow that
Marcion's gospel was an altered Luke, Dagilides
may perhaps have made Matthew his hasis, and
Apelles is said to have made similar use of John
some of the gospels, themselves criginally apoc-
ryphal, were certainly reissued with changes ac-
cordling to the ideas of successive editors. The
numerous extant gospels of the Nativity are only
recensions or editions of the rotevangel or * Gos-
pel of James.” There are several of those ancient
gospels of which we know only the names, and it
is supposed that many of them are the same hook
unier different names, We know something of
the Gospel of the Nazarenes and of the Gospel of
the Ebionites, and we have regson to believe that
those, as well as of the Gospels of Bartholomew,
of Cerinthus, and of the Twelve Apostles were re-
censions of the gospel of the Hebrews.
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Again it is probable that several of the so-called
gospels were eompilations from the canonical gos-
pels. Tatian's Diatessaron was an avowed har-
mony, and it did not stand alone. The book which
Serapion found in eirculation in Rhossus, profes-
sing to be the Gaspel of Peter, seems to have been
a4 harmony of the gospel narratives, but with
Docetic additions. Jerome, followed by the de-
cree of Gelaslus, condemmns the codices of Hesy-
chius and Lucian, which seem to have heen some
kind of harmony, with additions.

There can be no doubt that many facts about
the Lord and sayings of Him which we meet with in
patristic literature, were handed down by tradi-
tion, and if we had the lost five books of Papias,
bishop of Ilierapolis, in Asia Minor, which he is
said to have written about the year 140 A. D, we
should prohably know more. But except the title
and a few scraps in Irenzus and Eusebius, and
in writers long after their time, we really know
nothing about the bocks of this old chronicler.
The title of his treatise was “ An Exposition (or
Expasitions) of the Oracles of the Lord ™ and
it seemns to have been a collection of our Lard's
most important sayings and deings, with Papias’s
own commentary, and certain additions to corrob-
orate the commentary — these additions being
drawn from what Papias had collected as unwrit-
ten reminiscences. The importance of the book
lies in the fact that Dapias, like Polycarp, was a
link between the ppostolic age and that of Irenzus,
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The first words of Papias (Eusebivs, Hist. Eccles.
I, 39, 3ff.) are these: *1 shall not scruple
also to set down for you, along with my interpre-
tations what things T well learzed {rom the elders,
and well recorded {or remembered), being well
assured as of the truth concerning them. For 1
was not in the habit of taking delight, like the many,
in those having much to say, but in those teaching
the truth; nor in those recalling the precepts of
strangers, but in those recalling the things given by
the Lord to faith, and proceeding from the touth it-
self. And if anywhere there chanced also to come
one who had been in company with the elders, 1
imquired into the words of the elders; what An-
drew or what Peter said, or what Philip or what
Thomas (said), or James; or what Joho or Mat-
thew or some other one of the disciples of the Lord
{said) : which things Aristion and John the elder
say. For I did not account myself so. much in-
debted to the things which come from hooks as
1o those which come from the loving and abiding
voice."

Thete can be no reasomable doubt that from a
natural interpretation of his words we learn that
at the time when Papias wrote Aristion and the
preshyter John were living and adding to his stock
of reminiscences. At a later period in his narra-
tive Fusebius tells us that Papias had received a
wonderful narrative from the daughters of Philip
the apostle, that in their time a dead woman had
been raised, namely, the mother of Manaimus
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{ Manaen, Acts XI1II, 1}, also that Justus Barsabas
(Acts I, 23) drank a deadly thing, and it did not
hurt him {see Mark XV, 18).

Papias's wark contained not only notices of the
apustles about the Lord, but also much concerning
the apostles. But when we coinpare the canonical
with the extra-canonical gospels, it must be ac-
knowledged that ithe Church of the second century
acted in a very judicious manmer in the selection
of that which was appropriate for the divine serv-
ice and for reading. The Church on the whole
showed a good senge for the genuine and original
But when we meet in the extracanonical gospels
with traits which are homogeneous 1o the Christ-
picture of the gospels, let us not disregard them,
but rather look upon them, though cautiously, as
an entichment of the same.

The reader will now understand why we have
prepared this collection. For in a certain zense
we follow the injunction of Jesus: * Gather up
the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.”
{John VI, 1z.) The fragments here presented are
of sufficient interest, and their study no mere liter-
ary curiosity nor a barren study. For as the late
Bishop Westcott said:  * There are some fragments
which appear to contain troe amd original traits of
the Lord's teaching, and as such are invested with
the greatest interest.”

We turn now to that part of our work which
contains the extra-canonical gospel sayings. There
is no doubt that throughout the first century, and



