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PREFACE.

HE late Professor Sibthorp, in founding a Chair
of Rural Economy to be attached to that of
Botany already existing in the University of Oxford,
directed that the Holder of that Office should deliver
each Term a Lecture on some one of the subjects
which the Professorship in guestion might be re-
garded as embracing.

In conformity to this regulation, I have, besides
placing before my hearers from time to time the
. newest views on the theory of Agriculture which
modern science had developed, given occasionally
such sketches of the Husbandry of the Ancients, as
could be gathered from the Seripiores Rei Rustice
whose writings have come down to us.

The latter have since been embodied in & work
published by me in 1857, entitled ¢ Lectures on
Roman Husbandry,” in which I presented * an ac-
count of the System of Agriculture, of the Treat-
ment of Domestic Animals, and of the Horticulture
pursued in Ancient Times,” concluding with notices
** of the Plants mentioned in Columella and Virgil.”

To this Publication the present Lectures may be
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regarded as supplementary, containing, as they do,
a summary of Lthe best information I have been able
to collect as to the Trees and Shrubs really intended
by those described or noticed in the principal Greek
and Roman writers.

For this purpose I have availed myself, not only
of the researches of Dr. Sibthorp himself, and of the
old commentaries on Theophrastus and Dioscorides,
which were accessible at the time he left the mate-
rials for his. Prodromus Flore Greece, but also of
various works on the Flora of the Ancients, which
had appeared in (reat Britain, France, and Ger-
many at a period more recent.

Amongst the latter may be particularised the two
Paris editions of Pliny, the one in 10 vols., pub-
lished in 1827, under the auspices of Cuvier, Des-
fontaines, and other eminent French naturalists,
the other, with a French translation, in 20 vols,,
undertaken by Pancoucke in 1829—37, and edited
by Grandsagne, with the assistance of several well-
known naturalists, but of which the botanical part
was chiefly contributed by M. A. L. & Fee; and
also the English translation of the same Author by
Dr. Bostock and H. T. Riley, Esq., brought out by
Mr. Henry Bohn in 1855, which is enriched with
a number of useful explanatory notes, for which
the Editor has been greatly indebted to the French
author last mentioned.

I may also mention Sprengel’s Historia Rei Her-
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barie ; the Flore de Théoerite and Flore de Virgile of
the same Mons, Fee; the Flore Poctique Ancienne,
by J. B. Du Molin, Paris, 1856 ; Billerbeck’s Flora
Classica, Leipsic, 1824 ; Dierbach’s Flora dpiciana,
Heidelberg, 1830 ; Fraas, Synopsis Plantarum Flore
Classicee, Miinchen, 18453 and Lenz, Botanik der
allern Griechen und Bomer, Gotha, 1859,

With the assistance of these and other appliances,
it has been my endeavour to affix modern synonymes
to as many as possible of the Trees and Shrubs
alluded to by Classical writers, although in conse-
quence of the vagueness of their descriptions, and
the loose manner in which they noted the cha-
racters of the plants that came under their obser-
vation, I have found it scarcely within my power,
except in the esse of a few conspicuous and im-
portant species, to do more, than peint out with
some degree of probability the Natural Family, or
at most the Genus, to which the classical desig-
nation appeared intended to apply.

Upon the whole, I venture to hope, that this little
‘Work, in conjunction with the ** Lectures on Roman
Husbandry™ which preceded it, will be found to
embrace an identification of a greater number of
Greek and Roman plants than is contained in any
former English Publication; although I must in
fairness inform my readers, that a still larger list
i# included in more than one of those German
writings which have been already referred to in
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this Preface, and that with regard to Pliny, the
French edition in 20 vols., as well as the English
Translation referred to, contain a reference to many
which, being herbaceous, have not fallen within the
scope of the present volume.



CONTENTS.

LECTURE L

Treer producing Fruit—Acorns—and Resin.—Fruit Trees
naturalized in Europe—Foreat Trees, viz, Oaks—Co-
nifers—Distinction of Sexes in Plants, how far recog-

nised by the Anecients—Abies—Pinus—Other Conifers .

LECTURE II.
Treee not included by Pliny under the head of Pivifere.—
Cedar—Juniper—Oitrus—Cupreasus — Taxus— Others
nof allied to either of the two preceding divisions, enu-
meratod according fo their place in the Natural System
—Tilia— Acer— Cercis— Cytisua— Cratmgua— Arbutus
—Ornus—Fraxinng—TUlmus—Celtis—Alnus—Salix—
Populus—Betulla —Carpinus—Ostrya—Platanus . .

LECTURE III.

Shrubs of Greece and Iialy belonging fo the following
Genera.—Clomatis—Berberis—Cheiranthus — Capparis
“—Cistus—Dianthus— Linum—Hy pericnm—Hibiscua—
Vitis—Ruta—Coriaria—=Staphylea—Enonymus—Ilex—
Zizypbus— Rhamnus — Pistagia— Rhus— Ulex— Bpar-
tinm—Cytisus-—Ceratonia—Colutea— Anagyris—Coro-
nilla —Medicago— Paorales— Anthyllis — Ononis— As-
tragalus— Hedysarum — Lotus— Acacia— Rosa—Bubun
—Prunus—Amygdalus— Poterinm — Mespilus — Fyrus
— Tamarix—Ribes — Bupleurum — Philadelphus—Sem-
pervivum—DMyrtus— Hedera—BSambuens —Lonicera—
Beabiosa— Ernodea— Conyza— Santolina—A rtemisia—
Benecio — Gnaphalinm —Steheling — Centaurea —Cine-
raria . . . . - “ . . . .

raoR

64



viii CONTENTS.

LECTURE IV.

Shrubs of Greece and Italy belonging to the following
Genera.— Erica—Rhodedendron — A zalea— Vaceinium
— Ligustrum — Phillyrea — Jasminum — Convolvulus—
Lithospermum — Onosma— Origenum—Teuncrium —FPe-
riploca— Solanum —Lycium — Verbascum — Phlomis—
Rosmarinus—Batureia—Lavandula—Balvia—~Thymuns—
Molucelia—Prasium — Btachys —Vitex— Salsola—Sali-
eornia — Atriplex — Polygonum — Laurus— Daphne—
— Pasgering — Osyris — Elmagnus — Aristolochia—Eu-
phorbis—Buxns—Ephedra—Asparagus—Alos—Ruscus
—Bmilax

Bemarks on the dissemination of Plants—and on the
deeay of 8pecies—Inquiry into the causes a.ifeehng the
Iatter—Coneluding Obscrvations . . . los

Index or Glossary consisting of an enumeration of the Trees
and Shrobs supposed to be indigenous in Greecs and
Italy, with their ancient Greek and Latin Bynonymes . 145



